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The invention relates to can openers, and 

aims to provide improvements therein. 
The invention provides a can opener which 

may be held or supported manually and in 
which the physical effort of the user for 
operating it may be applied with a mechani 
cal advantage and in a manner conducive to celerity of operation. The operation of the 
device is thereby easy and requires small 
exertion. The invention further provides 
a device which operates on a variety of sizes 

. . and shapes. It operates with facility on 
so-called round and square cans. The inven 

20 
ment, the opener being shown in cutting 

tion further provides a can opener of simple: 
construction and capable of being made and 
sold at a moderate price. , An embodiment of the invention is illus 
in: ' s . . . . . w 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of said embodi 
relation with a can. 

to the can. . 

... III, Fig.1. 
30 

Fig. 2 is a view partly in side elevation 
and partly in section, and showing the 

position in which it is applied 
the line III 

. . . . . . . crank 32 by which the shaft 30, and hence 
the roller 15, may be turned. A handle 33 
E. as a ready means of grasping the 
Cra K. 

opener in the 

Fig. 3 is a cross-section on 

Fig. 4 is a bottom plan, or underside, view. 
Fig. 5 is a view showing the manner of 

holding and manipulating the opener in use. 
Referring to said, drawings, numeral 10 

designates a cutter having a sharp edge 12 
adapted to cut the can body just below the 
seam a where the top or end of the can is 
joined to the body, and 15 designates a feed 
and pressure roller (preferably roughened 
as indicated) adapted to bear on the flange 
at the back of the seam at and to draw the 

40. cutter: 10 toward and to force it to cut 
through the can body (as shown in Fig. 1) 
and to be turned to propel or feed the opener 
around the edge of the can, the cutter 10 
continuing its cutting as it is pulled around 
with the opener. . . 
The cutter 10 is preferably circular and . 

pivotally mounted on a pin 18, so as to turn 
as the opener is propelled around the edge of 

SO 
the can by the feed and pressure roller 15. 
An abutment 20, preferably in the form of 
a roller mounted on the pin 18, serves to 
limit thé displacement of the opener, under 

... the pressure of the pressure and feed roller 
15, and thereby enables the said roller 15 to 

trated in the accompanying drawing, where 

vided on the stoc 

bear with sufficient force against the inside 
of the flange of the seam a to feed the opener 
as it is turned. The roller 20 is conveniently . 
formed integrally with the cutter 10, and may serve to it the penetration of the 
cutting edge 12 into the can body. 
The cutter 10, and pin 18 on which it is 

O 

mounted, are mounted on a handle or stock. . 
22 adapted to be clasped or encircled by the 
fingers and thumb of one hand (see Fig. 5). 
In order to provide for the separation of 65 

the cutter 10 and pressure and feed roller. 
15 to permit the opener to be applied to the 
can, as shown in Fig. 2, the said roller 15 
is conveniently mounted on a lever 25 piv 
oted to the said lever or stock 22, as indi 
cated at 27. The lever 25 is adapted to be 

O 

grasped in the hand at the same time as 
the lever or stock 22, the pressure or squeeze 
of the fingers, on the outer end of the lever 25 drawing the opposite end carrying the 
pressure and feed roller 15 toward the roller 
20 and against the inside flange of the seam 
a, as shown in Fig.1. m 
The pressure and feed roller 15 is pref. erably mounted directly on a shaft 30 jour 

naled in the lever 25, and has at its end a 

The lever 25 and the crank 32 enable the 
roller 15 and cutter 10 to be brought to 
gether, and the roller 15 to be turned, with a 
mechanical advantage. 
enable the bringing together of the roller 
15 and cutter 10, and the turning of the roll 
er 15 and consequently the propulsion or 

These means also 
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feed of the opener around the can, to be rapidly and readily performed. 
In order to hold the underside of the pres-. 

sure and feed roller out of contact with the 
95 

surface of the can end, or a strengthening 
rib thereon, a stop 35 is conveniently pro 
This stop may make contact with the can 
end through an antifriction device, such as 
the ball 37 shown. . . . . 

22 behind the roller 15. 
100 

To protect the edge 12 of the cutter and 
also to protect users, the said cutting edge 
may be surrounded with a guard 40. 
For convenience and economy of manufac 

105. 

ture, the stock 22 and lever 25 may be of 
sheet metal bent to U form. The lever 25 
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are then grasped in the hand and 

is conveniently fitted within the stock 22. 
The pin 18, carrying the cutter 10, is con 
veniently mounted on. a bracket 42, which is 
formed separately from the stock 22 and 
is fitted therein between the lever 25 and the 
stock. To fasten and hold the bracket 42, 
on the stock 22, the stock is conveniently 
provided with notches 44, into which a rib 
or projection 45 on the bracket, fits, and the 
pin 27 on which the lever 25 is pivoted is 
passed through the bracket 42; the pin 27 
and notch 44 and rib 45 act together to hold 
the bracket. A single pin 27 thereby serves 
to assemble the stock 22, lever 25 and brack 
et 42. 
To use the opener, the feed and pressure 

roller 15. and cutter 10 are separated, and 
then placed over the flange formed by the 
seam a. The lever or stock 22 and lever 25 

pressed 
together, bringing the roller 15 against the 
inner side of the flange of seam a and caus 
ing the cutter 10 to cut through the side of 
the can body just below the seam. The roll 
er 15 is pressed against the flange with suffi 
cient force to cause it to bite, and by turn 
ing the crank 32 with the other hand (Fig. 
5), the opener as a whole is propelled 
around the can, the cutter 10 also turning 
on its axis 18 and cutting the side of the 
can as the opener is propelled. 
By resting or pressing the elbow of the 

hai which grasps the stock 22 against the 
side of the body, and with the forearm ex tending substantially straight out from the 
body, the arm is well braced, and enables 
the opener to be steadily and firmly held 
during the manipulation of the crank 32 by 
the other hand. 
The diameter of the feed roller 15 is com 

paratively small, and is able to follow 
flanges of most any shaped can. It is hence 
well adapted for opening cans of such ex 
tremes as square and round cans. 
The inventive ideas may receive other em 

bodiments than that herein specifically ill 
lustrated and described. 
What is claimed. is:- 
1. A can opener comprising a cutter and 

a feed and pressure roller coacting with 
said cutter, a pair of levers on which said 

55 

pressure roller mounted longitudinally of 

60 

cutter and said feed and pressure roller are 
respectively mounted and by which said cut 
ter and roller are adapted to be brought to 
gether from opposite sides of the seam of a 
can, a drive shaft carrying said feed and 
the lever, on which said roller is mounted. 

2. A can opener comprising a cutter and 
a feed and pressure roller coacting with said 
cutter, a pair of levers on which said cutter 
and said feed and pressure rollers are re 
spectively mounted and by which said cut 
ter, and roller are adapted to be brought to 
gether from opposite sides of the seam of a 

for rotating 
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can, a drive shaft carrying said feed and 
pressure roller mounted longitudinally of 
the lever on which said roller is mounted, 
and means for rotating said shaft at the end 
of said lever opposite the end at which said 
roller is located. 

3. A can opener comprising a cutter and a 
feed and pressure roller coacting with said 
cutter, a pair of levers on which said cutter 
and said feed and pressure roller are re 
spectively mounted and by which said cutter 
and roller are adapted to be brought to 
gether from opposite sides of the seam of a 
can, a drive shaft carrying said feed and 
pressure roller mounted longitudinally of 
the lever on which said roller is mounted, 
and a crank for rotating said shaft at the 
end of said lever opposite the end at which 
said roller is located. . . . 

4. A can opener comprising a cutter and 
a feed and pressure roller coacting with said 
cutter, a pair of levers on which said 
cutter and said feed and pressure roller are 
respectively mounted and by which said cut 
ter and roller are adapted to be brought to 
gether from opposite sides of the seam of a 
can, a drive shaft carrying said feed and 
pressure roller mounted longitudinally of 
the lever on which said roller is mounted, 
and a crank for rotating said shaft at the 
end of said lever opposite the end at which 
said roller is located, said levers in closed 
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position being adapted to be grasped in 
one hand and said crank turned by the other 
hand. 

5. A can opener comprising a cutter and 
a feed and pressure roller coacting with said 
cutter, a pair of levers on which said cutter 
and said feed and pressure roller are re 
spectively mounted and by which said cutter 
and roller are adapted to be brought to 
gether from EE sides of the seam of 
a can, a drive shaft carrying said feed and 
pressure roller mounted longitudinally of 
the lever on which said roller is mounted, 

roller is located, and a stop adapted to en 
gage said can to determine, the position of 
said opener during the cutting operation. 

6. A can opener comprising a cutter and a 
feed and pressure roller coacting with said 
cutter, a pair of levers on which said cutter 
and said feed and pressure roller are respec 
tively mounted and by which said cutter and 
roller are adapted to be brought together. 
from oppositesides of the seam of a can, 
a drive shaft carrying said feed and pressure 
roller mounted longitudinally of the lever 
on which said roller is mounted, and a crank 

said shaft at the end of said 
lever opposite the end at which said roller 
is located, said levers in closed position bein 
adapted to be grasped in one hand and sai 
crank turned by the other hand, and a stop 
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and means for rotating said shaft at the end 
of said lever opposite the end at which said 
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adapted to engage said can to determine the 
position of said opener during the cutting 
operation. 

7. A can opener comprising a cutter and 
a feed and pressure roller coacting with said 
cutter, a drive shaft carrying said feed and 
pressure roller, said shaft being mounted 
longitudinally on said lever, and a guard 
projecting beyond the edge of said cutter 

(). 

5 

with the opener, a bracket for holding said 
20 

for protecting the cutting edgethereof. 
8. A can opener comprising a stock adapt 

ed to be grasped, held and supported E. 
hand during manipulation, a cutter, a feed 
and pressure roller adapted to press said 
cutter into and through the side of a can 
body and to propel the opener around the 
can, causing the cutter to cut as it is moved 
cutter, and a connection between said stock 
and bracket comprising a rib and notch be 

... 3 

tween said parts, and a pin passing through 
said parts. a 

9. A can opener comprising a stock adapt 
ed to be grasped, held, and supported by 
hand during manipulation, a cutter, a feed 
and pressure roller adapted to press said cut 
ter into and through the side of a can body, 
and to propel the opener around the can, 
causing the cutter to cut as it is moved with 
the opener, said roller being mounted on a 
lever pivoted to said stock, a bracket for 
holding said cutter, and a connection be 
tween said stock and bracket at two points, 
the connection at one point comprising 
in passing through said bracket and said 
ever and serving as a pivot for said lever. 
In witness whereof, we have hereunto 

signed our names. 
SEWELL, DAVIS. 
ALPHONSE LA FON. 
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