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This invention relates generally to vehicle illuminating
equipment and more particularly to means for mounting
a clearance light on a truck body.

State laws require that a minimum number of clearance
lights be properly mounted on the body of a truck for
assuring that the truck may be properly seen at night.
In recent years, the industry has developed several new
forms of clearance lighting fixtures for trucks which are
used instead of the older clearance lights which employed
bulbs which were screwed into sockets or bulbs and sockets
having cooperating bayomet connections. Recently, in
order to facilitate replacement of lights and assure longer
life thereof, sealed casings have been provided which are
mounted on the truck body in such a manner as to pre-
vent the light elements from being subjected to undue
vibrations. In view of this, it is the principal object of
this invention to provide novel mounting means for use
in combination with a light casing for mounting the
casing on a truck body without requiring the use of
screws or other fastener elements.

It is often desirable to utilize clearance lights which
provide edge light in addition to the normal forward illu-
mination. However, sometimes when the casing of the
clearance light is extended from the track bedy to such
an extent that edge light is provided, an undesirable haz-
ard is presented to the casing as, for example, by loading
platforms which may damage the casing when the truck
is being backed up thereto. The mounting means pro-
vided herein allow for the selective positicning of the

light casings so as to present edge light or to cause the

casing to be recessed whereas the front face thereof pro-
jects little further than the truck body.

It is a still more particular object of this invention to
provide novel clearance light mounting means for trucks
which utilize a rubber grommet secured in an opening in
the truck bedy. The grommet holds the clearance light
casing without requiring the use of fasteners. Further,
the grommet prevents undue vibrations from being im-
Moreover, it facilitates the re-
moval and installation of the light and minimizes damage

to the light casing upen engagement with objects such as

Joading platforms.

These, together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent, reside in the details
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had fo the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like nu-
merals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a por-
tion of a truck construction illustrating how the mounting
means are employed for mounting a light on the truck
body;

F},GURE 2 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken
substantially along the plane 2—2 of FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the mounting
means comprising the rubber grommet fixed within an
opening in the truck body for retaining a light casing;
and

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view illustrat-
ing the various positions which the light casing may as-
sume within the mounting means.

With continuing reference to the drawings, numeral 19
generally indicates the van portion of a truck body upon
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which it is necessary to mount clearance lights, as 12. We
are here concerned particularly with the mounting of a
clearance light 12 of the type which includes a light trans-
mitting plastic cylindrical casing 14 within which is dis-
posed an illuminating filament 16 or some other form of
illuminating means. The cylindrical casing 14 is pro-
vided with a circumferential rib, bead or ridge 18 which
is continuous and positioned on the rear portion of the
casing 14. The filament 16 may be energized through
conductors 2@ and 22. It is desired to mount the clear-
ance light 12 on the van portion of the truck body 19.

The truck body 1® defines an opening 24 therein in
which the light 12 is to be mounted. For this purpose,
the mounting means comprising a rubber grommet 26 is
provided. The rubber grommet 26 includes a cylindrical
wall 28 defining both an outer surface 36 and an inner
surface 32. An outwardly extending annular flange 34
is terminally and integrally formed on the cylindrical wall
28. Attention is particularly called to FIGURE 4 for a
detailed view of the conmstruction of the grommet 286.
Representative dimensions will be given for the purpose
of showing the relationships of the various surfaces of
the grommet 26 and it will of course be understood that
the dimensions set forth are not to be construed as the
only ones to be utilized. It is contemplated that the
diameter across the outer edge of the flange 34 be 5%
inches. The diameter of the outer surface 30 of the cylin-
drical wall 28 is to be 41344 inches. The flange 34 com-
prises a rearwardly directed lip 36 which is beveled, as
indicated at 38. An annular indentation, groove or chan-
nel is formed between the flange 34 and the cylindrical
wall 28 with the diameter of the surface 4¢ being a
maximum of 4334 inches. The wall of the van portion
of the truck body 19 is, of course, received in the inden-
tation against the surface 40. The width of the indenta-~
tion is, of course, sufficient to receive the wall adjacent
the opening 24 therein, with the flange 34 and lip 36
thereof bearing against the wall of the truck body. The
inner surface 32 of the cylindrical wall 28 is provided
with a flared lip or mouth portion 42 which forms a 15°
angle with respect to a first flat annular surface 44. The
flat annular surface 44 has a diameter of 4% inches and
immediately adjacent thersto a first annular recess 46 is
formed. The recess 46 extends .025 inch from the fiat
annular surface 44 and then up to a second flat annular
surface 48 which, as is to be noted in FIGURE 4, has a
diameter slightly less than the diameter of the first flat
annular surface 44. A second annular recess 56, identical
to the recess 46, is formed adjacent the second flat an-
nular area 48. An inwardly directed flange 52 having a
diameter of 37 inches is formed adjacent the second an-
nular recess $9 and terminally and integrally with respect
to the cylindrical wall 28. Inwardly directed flange 52
extends along the major part of the cylindrical wall 28
but a portion, as at 54, is notched out.

In use, the grommet 26 is secured in the truck body 10
as by receiving the wall portion 56 adjacent the opening
24 in engagement with the surface 46 in the indentation
between the flange 34 and the cylindrical wall 28 of the
grommet 26. It of course will be appreciated that once
the grommet 26 is fixed in place, it is substantially im-
movable as both the forward edge on the cylindrical wall
28 and the lip 36 on the flange 34 engage the wall portion
56 of the truck body 1§. The casing 14 having the ridge
18 which is rounded at its outer surface is pressed into
the grommet 26 over the flared lip 42 which facilitates
the movement of the casing 14 into the grommet. The
ridge 18 is pressed rearward over the first annular fiat
surface 44 and received in the first annular recess 46.
It will be noted in FIGURES 2 and 4 that with the ridge
18 received in the annular recess 46, the casing 14 pro-
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jects beyond the flange 34 and, accordingly, provides edge
light inasmuch as the entire casing is formed of light
transmitting plastic. If, due to the possibility of break-
age when engaged with such as a loading platform, the
user desires that the casing 14 be further recessed, suf-
ficient pressure on the casing 14 will move the casing 14
to the dotted line position designated by the numeral 63
in which the ridge 18 is received in the annular recess 59.
With the ridge 18 received in the annular recess 58, the
possibility of breakage of the casing 14 is minimized.

Whether retained in either of the positions illustrated in
FIGURE 4, the casing 14 is securely held and it is sub-
stantially impossible to remove the casing 14 from the
outer side of the grommet 26. In order to remove the
casing 14 from the grommet 26, hand pressure must be
applied in the area of the notch 54 in the inwardly directed
flange 52. The casing 14 may be projected forwardly by
pushing the bottom of the casing to initially dislodge
the ridge 18 from the particular recess in which it is re-
ceived. In any event, the grommet 2§ normally holds
the casing 14 securely and prevents it from receiving ex-
cess vibrations. Regardless of which position the ridge
18 is disposed, engagement of the casing 14 with such
as a loading platform will generally cause the platform to
push the casing 14 back through the grommet Z& over the
flange 52. Since the casing 14 is generally formed of
unbreakable plastic, the casing 14 will generally be com-
pletely forced through the grommet 26 before it breaks.

it will therefore be appreciated that the mounting
means provided ailow for the mounting of a clearance
light casing in either of two selective positions. More-
over, inasmuch as the grommet is open at the rear, the
possibility of damage to the casing is minimized since
the casing will generally be pressed through the grommet
before breaking. The use of a grommet as indicated
allows for the elimination of all types of fasteners and
assures that parts will not be damaged due to rusting, etc.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the imvention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention
to the exact construction and operation shown and de-
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and

equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope

of the invention as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. In combination with a vehicle having a wall de-
fining an opening, means for mounting in said opening a
light casing having a peripheral ridge, comprising a mouni-
ing grommet open at both ends and including a peripheral
wall having an outwardly directed flange terminally fixed
thereto, said peripheral wall being secured in said open-
ing with said outwardly directed flange engaged with said
vehicle wall, said peripheral wall defining a pair of spaced
annular recesses on the inner surface thereof, said ridge
received in one of said recesses.

2. In combination with a vehicle having a wall defin-
ing an opening, means for mounting in said opening a
light casing having a peripheral ridge, comprising a mount-
ing grommet including a peripheral wall having an out-
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wardly directed flange terminally fixed thereto, said pe-
ripheral wall being secured in said opening with said out-
wardly directed flange engaged with said vehicle wall,
said peripheral wall defining a pair of spaced annular re-
cesses on the inner surface thereof, said ridge received
in one of said recesses, and an inwardly directed flange
terminally fixed to said wall along a major portion thereof
remote from said outwardly directed flange.

3. A rubber grommet open at both ends and comprising
a cylindrical wall defining a flared lip portion on the
inner surface thereof, a first flat annular area adjacent
said flared lip portion, a first annular recess adjacent said
first flat annular area, a second flat annular area of a
lesser diameter than said first area adjacent said first
annular recess, and a second annular recess adjacent said
second flat annular area.

4, For mounting in a wall opening a circular light
casing including a circumferential rib, a resilient, essen-
tially cylindrical grommet insertable in the opening for
longitudinally slidably adjustably receiving the light cas-
ing, said grommet having longitudinally spaced, circum-
ferential grooves therein in which the rib is selectively
receivable for releasably anchoring the light casing in ad-
justed position.

5. For mounting in a wall opening a circular light cas-
ing including a circumferential rib, a resilient, essentially
cylindrical grommet insertable in the opening for longitu-
dinaily slidably adjustably receiving the light casing, said
grommet having longitudinally spaced, circumferential
grooves therein in which the rib is selectively receivable
for releasably anchoring the light casing in adjusted posi-
tion, said grommet being open at both ends for the pas-
sage of the light casing therethrough.

6. A mount in accoerdance with claim 5, said grommet
including resilient stop means for yieldingly arresting the
light casing.

7. A mount in accordance with claim 6, wherein said
means comprises a circumferential flange in an end por-
tion of the grommet in the path of the light casing for
engagement thereby.

8. For mounting in a circular wall opening a cylin-
drical light casing including a circumferential rib on one
end portion, a resilient, essentially cylindrical grommet
insertable in the opening and open at both ends for the
reception and passage of the light casing, said grommet
including an internally flared end portion to facilitate
inserting the. light casing, a resilient flange in the other
end portion of the grommet for yieldingly arresting the
light casing, said grommet having therein a plurality of
longitudinally spaced circumferential grooves in which
the rib is selectively receivable for releasably securing
the light casing in longitudinally slidably adjusted posi-
tions in the grommet, and means for securing the grommet
in the opening.
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