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(57) Abstract: Embodiments of the present invention provide a BFD method, apparatus and system. When a first virtual machine re-
ceives a BFD message of a second virtual machine, a predictive time length and a predetermined number of sample time intervals are
acquired; a characteristic value is obtained according to the predictive time length and the predetermined number of sample time in-
tervals, the characteristic value being used for representing the possibility of fault occurrence of applications in the second virtual
machine; and the characteristic value is compared with a pre-set fault criterion of an application which is running in the second vir -
tual machine, and it is judged, according to a comparison result, whether there is a fault in the application. The present invention de -
termines and handles a fault by comparing a characteristic value with pre-set fault criteria of different applications, such that BFD
can meet requirements of ditferent types of applications/services, and a unified fault criterion is no longer adopted for all applica -
tions/services, thus reducing fault misjudgment caused thereby.
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