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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, James C. ANDREWS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Spring-

“field, in the county of Hampden and State of

Massachusetts, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Corsets, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.,

My invention relates to corsets, and particu-
larly to the construction of the body-sections
and attached parts thereof, the object being
to provide in said sections and partsimproved
means for uniting and strengthening said sec-
tions, whereby they better resist the tendency
to lose their proper form from the constant
use thereof; and the invention consists in
the peculiar construction of said corset-sec-
tions through the embodiment therein of cer-
tain novel structural features whereby said
object is accomplished. I attain said object
by means of the construction illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a side elevation of a corset, illus-
frating as far as practicable the construction
and application of my improvements thereto.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of por-
tions of the adjoining borders of parts of the
outerside or covering of said section, illustrat-
ing the formation of the vertical seams thereof
and improved means applied to said seams
for imparting strength and beauty thereto
and providing for the reception of additional
bone or other stiffener, if desired. Fig. 3 is
a sectional view on line z z, Fig. 2.

The said several parts 2, forniing the outer
side of a corset and provided with the usual
fastening-eyelets, have heretofore had their
borders united by felled seams only and by a
single line or more of stitching. This man-
ner of attaching the parts lacks stréngth and
firmness, and to improve said seam constroc-
tion improved means are hereby provided for
uniting said parts 2, and provision is also made
for inserting in said seams a novel strengthen-
ing element 5, below described, which has an
ornamental effect at the border of said seams
and combines also provision for receiving and

supporting an additional spring element, such-

as is above referred to as inserted in said tu-

- bular pockets 3, whereby an additional spring-

support is given to the corset, acting to pre-
ventundue deflection of the ends thereof. The
said additional spring-support, which may be
used or not, at the pleasure of the wearer of the
corset, is illustrated in its relation to the part
of the corset containing the same in Figs. 2
and 3, wherein 2 2 indicate the borders of
parts of the surface of the body of the corset
and in which is shown the edges of said bor-
ders turned back opposite each other and the
free borders of said strengthening element 5
in position between the borders of said parts
2 to be united to the latter by sewing two
lines of stitches o o therethrough, as indicated
in Figs. 2 and 3. ,

In Fig.3 thereisalsoillustrated the strength-
ening element 5, representingin section in the
outer tubular border thereot the position of a
strip of whalebone or like elastic or spring-

like material which may be inserted in the’

folded edge of said element 5, and thereby
serve to impart additional spring foree to aid,
together with said stiffening-strips of whale-
bone or other matter which are contained in
the said bone-pockets 3, in supporting the cor-
set against an inconvenient degree of deflec-
tion ot theupperand lower extremities thereof
when worn.  Said element 5 is also employed
in like manner around the borders of the gores
of the corset in the lower border thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is—

1. In a corset, the usual body parts consist-
ing of several sections, the contiguous borders
of which overlap, the edgés of said overlap-
ping sections being infolded; a reinforcing
member consisting of a flat strip of textile
material folded upon itself longitudinally hav-
ing its edges inserted between the infolded
edges of said sections, the parts being so ar-
ranged that alineof stitchingalong the border
of the seam will pass through the infolded
edge of one section and the single thickness
of the other section, and a line of stitching
along the other border will pass through the

‘infolded edge of one section, the double thick-
ness of the reinforcing member and the single .

thickness of the other section.
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2. In a corset, the combination of several
sections to form a body part, each section hav-
ing oppositely-infolded superposed borders be-
tween which a tubular reinforcing member is
inserted, said member consisting of a strip of
textile material folded upon itself longitudi-
nally, said superposed infolded section-bor-
ders being so disposed that a double line of
stitching running along each edge of the seam

1o will, at one edge, unite the infolded border of
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one section to the body of the other, and along
the other edge thereof will unite the infolded
border of onesection and the reinforcing mem-
ber to the body of the other section, the folded
edge of said reinforcing member extending
beyond the edge of the seam.
JAMES C. ANDREWS.
Witnesses:
H. A. Coarin,
K. I. CreEmONS.
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