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This invention relates to a protective legging and
more particularly to leggings which shall be adapted to
encase the legs of a user whereby they are protected from
snake bits and injuries caused by briars, brush and the
like, thus adapting the leggings for use in snake-infested
and heavy undergrowth areas.

An object of our invention is to provide a protective
legging of the character designated which shall eliminate
brush wear to clothes and boots.

Another object of our invention is to provide a protec-
tive legging of the character designated which shall be
of a one-piece construction and at the same time shall
provide complete protection for the legs of a user.

A further object of our invention is to provide a pro-
tective legging which is light in weight and at the same
time is durable and adapted to take extremely rough wear
whereby it is completely resistant to snake bite and brush
and briar cuts.

A still further object of our invention is to provide a
protective legging of the character designated which shall
be simple of construction, economical of manufacture and
one which may be assembled on the leg of the user and
removed therefrom in a minimum of time and with a
minimum of effort.

Briefly, our improved protective legging comprises a
sheet of fabric of a size to encase a leg of a user with the
side edges of the sheet being adjacent each other and
adapted to be detachably connected to each other by
a slide-type fastener. A metallic sheet of material is
secured to a lower portion of the sheet of fabric and is
also adapted to encase the leg of a user while the side
edges of the sheet of fabric are secured to each other,
The legging is supported from the upper end thereof
whereby the weight of the legging is not supported by the
shoes of a user.

A protective legging embodying features of our inven-
tion is illustrated in the accompanying drawing, forming
a part of this application, in which:

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view showing a legging
removed from the leg of a user;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing a pair of leggings
in use;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken generally
along the line 3—3 of FIG. 2; and,

FIG. 4 is a rear elevational view showing the legging
encasing a leg of the user.

Referring now to the drawing for a better understanding
of our invention, we show in FIG. 2 a legging 16 encasing
each leg of a user. Each legging 10 comprises a sheet of
fabric 11, such as heavy duty canvas or the like, of a
size to encase a leg of a user with the side edges 12 and
13 thereof adjacent each other, as shown in FIG. 4. The
sheet of fabric is of a size and shape to cling to and fit
closely adjacent a leg of the user to permit normal move-
ment of the legs of the user. The legging is thus adapted
to move from the relatively flat position shown in FIG. 1
to the operating position shown in FIG. 4 with the side
edges 12 and 13 extending adjacent and parallel to each
other. The side edges 12 and 13 are connected to each
other at the lower portion of the sheet of fabric 11 by
a slide-type fastener 14, as clearly shown in FIG. 4. Pref-
erably, the slide-type fastener 14 extends to a height sub-
jacent the knee of the user. The side edges 12 and 13
are connected to each other above the knee of the user
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b}{ snap-type fasteners 16 to permit free bending of a leg
within the legging. By providing the slide-type fastener
14 at the lower portion of the sheet of fabric 11, the sheet
completely encases the leg of a user whereby there is no
opening between the conmected edges below the knee of

_ a user.
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Secured to the upper end of the sheet of fabric 11is a
flexible strap 17 which is adapted to be secured to a belt
18 of a user, as shown in FIG. 2. Preferably, the strap
17 passes through a suitable grommet 19 which is secured

. to the upper portion of the sheet of fabric 11, as shown
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in FIG. 1. After inserting the strap 17 through the grom-
met 19, the strap is folded on itself and stitched as at 21
to prevent separation of the strap from the sheet of
fabric 11.

_ Secured to the lower portion of the shest of fabric 11
I8 a protective sheet of material 22 which is of a width
substantially equal to the width of the lower portion of
the sheet of fabric 11 whereby -the protective sheet en-
cases a leg of a user while the side edges 12 and 13 are
connected to each other, as shown in FIG. 4. Preferably,
tpe protective sheet 22 is formed of aluminum or other
hght.weight material whereby the lower portion of the
legging is completely resistant to snake bites and cuts
by brushes, briars and the like,

From the foregoing, the manner in which our improved
legging is employed will be readily understood. The sheet
of fabric 11 is positioned about a leg of a user and the
side edges 12 and 13 are secured to each other by the
slide-type fastener 14 and the snap-type fasteners 16,
as shown in FIG. 4. The slide-type fastener 14 thus pro-
vides a continuous connection between the side edges 12
and 13 to a position subjacent the knee of the user to
thus provide complete protection for that portion of the
leg. Since the portion of the protective legging 10 above
the knee of the user is in the form of a sheet of fabric,
fr.ee movement and bending of the leg relative to the leg-
ging is permitted, thus providing a protective legging
which is comfortable to wear. The upper portion of
the sheet of fabric 11 is secured to the belt 18 of the user
by the straps 17, whereby the legging is supported adjacent
the upper end thereof instead of being supported from the
shoes of a wearer. This aids further in providing a leg-
ging which is comfortable to wear.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that we have devised
an improved protective legging which is extremely simple
gf construction and manufacture and one which. is light
in weight. By providing a composite legging unit which
comprises a single member, there is no chance of parts
thereof becoming separated and lost and at the same time
the legging may be secured in place and removed from
the leg of 2 user in a minimum of time and with a mini-
mum of effort. By providing a protective sheet, such as
the aluminum sheet 22, adjacent the lower portion of the
legging, the portion of a leg of the user below the knee
is completely encased by the protective sheet as well as
the sheet of fabric and at the same time the knee and
upper portion of the leg is adapted for free movement.
Also, by providing a continuous connection between the
side edges of the lower portion of the legging, the legging
completely encloses the leg, thereby eliminating exposed
areas. Furthermore, by supporting the entire protective
legging from the upper end thereof, there is no weight on
the shoes or boots of the user.

While we have shown our invention in but one form, it
will be obvious to those skilled in the art that it is not so
limited, but is susceptible of various changes and modifica-
tions without departing from the spirit thereof, and we
desire, therefore, that only such limitations shall be placed
thereupon as are specifically set forth in the appended
claim,
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What we claim is:

A protective legging comprising:

(2) a sheet of fabric of a size to encase and fit closely
adjacent a leg of a user with the side edges of said
sheet of fabric adjacent each other, said sheet having
a lower portion adapted to cover the leg of the user
below the knee and an upper portion adapted to cover
the leg thereabove,

(b) a slide-type fastener detachably connecting the
lower portion of said side edges to each other,

(¢) a flexible strap attached to the upper portion of
said sheet of fabric and adapted to be connected to
a belt of the user to support said sheet of fabric,

(d) a protective sheet of aluminum-like material se-
cured to said lower portion of said sheet of fabric
and being of a width substantially equal the width of
said lower portion of said sheet of fabric whereby
said protective sheet of material encases the lower

10

15

4

leg of the user while said side edges are connected

to each other, and

(e) vertically spaced, snap-type fasteners connecting
the side edges of said sheet of fabric to each other
above said protective sheet of material to permit free
bending of the leg of the user.
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