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May 19, 1876. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GUSTAVUs A. MER 

TENS, of Hérmann, in the county of Gascon 
ade and State of Missouri, have invented cer. 
tain new and useful Improvements in Egg 
Carrier; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make 
and use it, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, which form part of this 
specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

fastenings for boxes used in the transporta 
tion of eggs and other such articles; and it 
consists in a screw, which is passed down 
through the center of a casting that is secured 
to the top of the box, which screw is provided 
with a stop, and screws down into a saddle 
placed on top of a partition in the box, as will 
be more fully described hereinafter. 
The accompanying drawings represent my 

invention. 
a represents an oblong rectangular box, 

which is divided into two compartments by 
means of the partition b. In the center of the 
top edge of this partition is cut a recess, c, 
and over the top edge of the bottom of this 
recess is placed the metallic saddle or bent 
plate d, which extends some distance down 
ward along the sides of the partition. This 
saddle serves to protect the partition where 
the screw enters, keeps the screw-hole always 
of the same size, and presents a solid hold for 
the screw, which cannot be torn out. In the. 
center of the lid e, just over the plated, is 
made an opening, in Which is inserted the cast 
ingg, the upper edges of which are much wider 

than the lower ones, and serve simply as a 
means to fasten the casting to the lid. The 
lower surface of this casting is about flush 
with the under side of the lid, and through 
the casting is passed the screw h, which has a 
thread only toward its lower end. Passed 
through the screw, above the thread, is a pin, 
i, which serves as a stop to prevent the screw 
from being withdrawn from the casting, where 
by it is always kept from being lost or mis 
placed. Upon the under side of each end of 
the lid is secured a cleat, l, which catch over 
the ends of the box, and serve both to keep 
the lid from turning around on the box or be 
coming Warped. On each end of the box is 
secured a cross-piece, n, upon which the cleats 
rest. The recess is cut in the edge of the par 
tition to allow the screw to be moved freely 
up and down without interfering with the 
plll . 

If desired, the screw can be countersunk, 
so that a seal can be set on top of it, when 
necessary. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
. As a centerfastening for egg-cases and other 
boxes, the combination of the box a, having 
partition b, casting g, lid e, plated, screw h, 
and pin i, with cleats or stops to prevent the 
lid from turning around, substantially as shown 
and described. - 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 9th day of 
May, 1876. 

GUSTAVUS A, MERTENS. 
Witnesses: 

ERNEST LESSEL, 
LOUIS F. KIELMANN. 

  


