" No. 813,679, ' | - PATENTED FEB. 27, 1906.
A. G. VETTER,

FILING TRAY FOR CARD INDEXES, &o.
APPLICATION FILED SEPT. 11, 1005,

2 SHEETS—SHEET 1.

b1/ » § ?\ | . %’ e "
NG _u «gfi gfz S @l |
o L \ NS s N 7
'?u;*: cz \;3\\. ¢1 \hi 5 z ot \;
W'TN ESSES ‘ !N\/ENTOR
At £, Broe Moo Ky Uity
Qlore M Livrer : By 2o~ Gty

ATTY-



~ No. 818,679, PATENTED FEB. 27, 1906.

A, @. VETTER,
FILING TRAY FOR CARD INDEXES, &o.

APPLIOATICN FILED SEPT, 11, 1905,

2 BHEETS—SHEET g,

VVTNESSESZ
ua%%ﬂzé,ék&&

INVENTGR:
oy G Ueres

By M%

ATTY-




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

AUGUST G. VETTER, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO VEITER
DESK WORKS, A CORPORATION OF NEW YORK.

FILING-TRAY FOR CARD-INDEXES, &c.

No. 8183,679.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 27, 1906,

Application filed September 11, 1906, Serial No. 277,871,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AuausT G. VETTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Roch-
ester, in the county of Monroe and State of
New York, have invented an Improved Fil-
ing-Tray for Card-Indexes, &c., of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to trays such as are
used for card-indexes and similar purposes.

It often happens in the use of card-index
systems that 1t is desirable to remove one or
two of the trays from the cabinet and allow
themtoremain for some timeupon the desk or
table where they are being used and referred
to. In caseof an iriterruption in the work for
which these trays are being used in order to
conceal their contents and to protect the trays
from getting filled with dust, they have to be
returned to the case or cabinet where they be-
long and then withdrawn when the matter is
taken up again.. In-case of frequent inter-
ruptions in work of this character much valu-
able time is lost and no little inconvenience is
experienced inreturning the trays to the cabi-
net at the time of such interruption. Again,
it often happens that it is desirable to keep a
tray out on a desk or table where it is being
used for several hours or for a day or two at a
time. In such a case it is desirable to pro-
vide a cover for the tray of such a character
that the tray may be inserted in its compart-
ment in the cabinet regardless of the position
of the cover or inclosure therefor. 1t is also
important that the contents of the tray be
open when in use to inspection at the top
and for a considerable distance down each
side, preferably about half of the distance
down each side, in order to facilitate the in-
spection of the cards or the contents of the
tray and to facilitate their ready removal.

The object of my present invention is to
provide a card-index tray such as may be
used either individually or in connection with
a large number of the same kind, each ar-
ranged to be contained in a proper compart-
ment in a frame or case for such trays, the
special purpose being to provide a tray which
may be so used and which may have its indi-
vidual iriclosure or covering and that, too, of
such a character that whether an individual
tray is opened or closed it may be inserted in
its proper compartment, and that each tray
may be closed and locked individually, al-
though removable from the case or cabinet.

In the accompanying drawings I have
shown an individual trayin detail and a num-

ber of such trays also ranged in a compart-
ment, such trays being so made in accordance
with my present invention as to permit of
their use in the way above described.

Figure 1 shows in isometric perspective a
tray embodying my invention and partly
opened. Figs. 2 and 3 show sectional views
of such a tray, taken along the planeindicated
by dotted lines « y and 2’ ¥" of Fig. 1. In
Fig.2 the tray is shown as open, and in Fig. 3
as closed. ¥ig. 4 shows in sectional view,
taken along the dotted line «* ¢* in Figs. 2 and
3, the lower part of an end piece in one of my
trays and shows also the method of securing.
a bottom in such a tray when a bottom is
deemed desirable. Fig. 5 shows a sectional
view taken along the dotted line #* 4* in Figs.
2 and 3 of a portion of one of the end pieces
of my tray and shows the method of closing
the opening in the slot through which the
cover is arranged to be inserted. Fig. 6
shows a detail to be explained.: Fig. 7 shows
in perspective a four-tray cabinet containing
three trays made in accordance with my in-
vention.

Similar letters refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

Referring to the drawings, A is one of the
trays having front and rear ends @ and ¢, re-
spectively, and right and left hand side pieces
b and b’, respectively. The sides and ends of
my tray are dovetailed together in the man-
ner indicated in the drawings. The sides b
and b’ extend a little more than half-way up
from the bottom of the tray. The end pieces
@ and ¢ have grooves therein, as seen at ¢/, ar-
ranged, as seen, to form nearly a continuous
groove in each end piece in which the cover
works.

The cover of my tray comprises the end
pieces 7 and k, between which are seen the in-
termediate sections j. The parts 4, 7, and k
are flexibly secured together by means of a
canvas on the inside of the cover.

The parts § are arranged to slide in the
grooves therefor in the end pieces ¢ and ¢,
while in these same grooves tenons formed on
the end pieces © and %k are also arranged to
slide. The space for the cards proper 1s con-
tained within the side pieces ¢ and e, which
enter and are secured in suitable grooves
therefor in the end pieces @ and ¢. Suitable
bottom pieces f and f” are also secured in
grooves therefor in the end pieces ¢ and ¢ in
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the manner indicated in Figs. 4 and 5. The

bottom piece f” is cut away on the upper sur-
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face thereof toward the center of the tray to
make provision for the guide f* and leave
room for the usual slide or runner to operate
thereon, which is secured on the lower edge
of the follower-block ¢, the end of which only
is seen in Fig. 1, and this follower-block may
have any desired one of the well-known lock-
ing mechanisms for securing it upon the
track f* in any desired position longitudinally
of the tray A. These elements just referred
to constitute no part of my present inven-
tion and being already so well known in the
art as to call for no further description here-
in are not shown in detail.

Upon the bottom pieces f and f” the usual
tab or septum cards p are supported, and be-
tween them are seen the usual memorandum
cardss. All of these cards have a downward
extension thereon and near the center of the
lower edge, through which there is a suitable
opening for the usual retaining-rod w’, re-
movable from the tray in the usual way by
means of the head u. (Seen in Fig. 1.)

The space between the right-hand side b
of the tray and the card-inclosing element ¢
is covered by means of the cap-piece d. The
end piece ¢ of the cover may bear any suitable
lock, as m, arranged to codperate with the
catch-piece n on the cap-piece d. The front
of the tray may have the usual label-bearing
handle r.

In the construction of my tray it is very
important that the entire framework of the
tray shall be put together before the inser-
tion of the cover, and for this reason it be-

comes necessary to form an opening into the |-

grooves in the end pieces in which the cover
works. For the proper working of the cover
it is desirable that the grooves should be
closed in order that the cover may not acci-
dentally work out of the grooves.
opening is seen in Figs. 2 and 3 in the rear
end ¢ of the tray, and it is shown as closed by
means of the piece ¢? held in position by
means of a screw. (Shown also in section in
Fig. 5.)

When found desirable, a bottom A may be
inserted in a suitable rabbet A/, formed there-
for, as seen in the drawings.

Referring to Fig. 7, B represents a four-
tray cabinet, such as may be used in connec-
tion with my trays. In this cabinet there are
seen three trays A, A’, and A® having the
label-bearing handles », #, and * respec-
tively, and the operating-heads u, u*, and u¢,
respectively, for the retaining-rods for the
cards. At Cis seen a lock for locking all the
trays in the cabinet, which may be built after
any one of the well-known constructions
when such a lock is desired. At ww are seen
suitable corner-pieces conformed to fit the
front pieces of the trays, so as to present a
finished appearance.

As seen in Fig. 6, the side ¥’ is cut away to
permit the user to engage with the finger the
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groove therefor in the end piece 7 of the
cover when such cover is open.

By the use of trays constructed in accord-
ance with my present invention it will at
once be seen that any one or more trays may
be removed from the cabinet and treated as
an individual tray, and the contents thereof
may be concealed from view and protected
from dust by the closing of the cover and that
whether the covers are opened or closed the
trays are readily insertible in the spaces
therefor in the cabinet, and, when desired,
any individual tray may have its cover closed
and locked to protect its contents from in-
spection or observation, although removable
from the cabinet.

What I claim is—

1. A filing-tray for card-indexes, &c., hav-
ing a bottom and suitable side and end pieces
arranged to support the cards and expose
them on one of their edges and a cover for
such tray adapted in all of its positions rela-
tively to such tray to be contained within the
space between such end pieces and inclosed
by lines connecting the same at any and all
corresponding points on their edge periph-
eries.

2. A filing-tray for card-indexes, &ec., hav-
ing a front and arear end forsuch tray extend-
ing beyond the cards on all four of theiredges,
grooves insuch front and rearends and a flexi-
ble cover shorter than the straightened-out
length of such grooves and arranged to work
therein and adapted when open to expose the
cards on one edge thereof.

3. A filing-tray for card-indexes, &c.,hav-
ing a bottom and suitable side and end pieces
arranged to support the cards and expose
them on one of their edges and part waydown

on one of their adjacent sides and a cover for

such tray adapted in all of its positions rela-
tively to such tray to be contained within the
space between such end pieces and inclosed
by lines connecting the same at any and all
corresponding points on their edge periph-
eries.

4. A filing-tray for card-indexes, &c., hav-
ing a bottom and suitable side and end pieces
arranged to support the cards and expose
them on one of their edges and part way down
on two adjacent sides and a cover for such
tray adapted in all of its positions relatively
to such tray to be contained within the space
between such end pieces and inclosed by lines
connecting the same at any and all corre-
sponding points on their edge peripheries.

5. A ﬁling—tray for card-indexes, &c., hav-
ing afront and arearend forsuch tray extend-
ing beyond the cardson all four of theiredges,
groovesinsuch front and rear endsand a flexi-
ble cover shorter than the straightened -out
length of such grooves and arranged to work
therein and adapted when open to expose the
cards on one edge thereof and a part of an ad-
jacent side.
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¥6. A filing-tray for card-indexes, &c., hav-
ing a front and arearend for such tray extend-
ing beyond the cards on all four of their edges,
grooves in such front and rear ends and a flexi-
ble cover shorter than the straightened - out
length of such grooves and arranged to work
therein and adapted when open to expose the
cards on one edge thereof and a part of two
adjacent sides.

7. In a filing-tray for card-indexes, &c.,
adapted tosupport the cards and expose them
on one edge and a part of an adjacent edge, a
front and a rear end for such tray extending
beyond the cards on all four of their edges,
grooves in such front and rear ends and a flexi-
ble cover shorter than the straightened -out
length of such groove and arranged to work
therein, that portion of such grooves in the
end pieces arranged to receive the cover when

20 open concealed between the extreme out-

8

sides of the box and internal partitions for
supporting and retaining the cards.

8. In a filing-tray for card-indexes, &c.,
adapted to receive and support the cards and
expose them on one edge and a part of two
adjacent edges,a front and rear end for such
tray extending beyond the cards on all four
of their edges, grooves in such front and rear
ends and a flexible cover shorter than the
straightened - out length of such groove and
arranged to work therein, that portion of
such grooves in the end pieces arranged to re-
ceive the cover when open concealed be-
tween the extreme outsides of the box and

mnternal partitions for supporting and retain-
ing the cards.
AUGUST G. VETTER.
Witnesses:

Arserr C. BrLL,
Crara M. SIENER.
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