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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Orro T. Jomrnson, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Jamestown, in the county of Chautauqua
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Metal
Curtains, of which the following, taken iu
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, is a specification.

The invention relates to flexible sheet
metal curtains for desks, filing cases and
sunilar structures, and the object of the im-
provement is to provide a flexible sheet
metal curtain in which the joints do not
open when the curtain is bent, neither do the
parts change at said joint but a smooth piv-
otal point is provided at the point of diver-
gence which point is held firmly together and
m line by the construction of the slats; and
the invention consists in the construction and
combination of the parts as shown in this
specification and the accompanying draw-
ings and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1, is a perspec-
tive view of a powrtion of my improved sheet
metal curtain; and Fig. 2 is an endwise ele-
vation of the same. Fig. 3 is an endwise
clevation of a modification showing trian-
cular shaped tubular edges. Fig. 4 1s a de-
tuil perspettive view of one of the sheel
metal strips or slats. .

Like numerals of reference refer to cor-
responding parts in the several views.

The numeral 10 designates one of the sec-
tions, siats or strips .which. has a Jarge
lengthwise tube 11 turned on one edge with
a close joint between the edge 12 of the
spring sheet metal and the return bend 13,
the edge 12 being pressed against the acute
return bend 13 by the spring of the metal in
the tube 11, The return bend 13 connects
the tube 11 and the flat portion 14 and is
formed sharply so as to provide a pivot
point in its beaving on the sheet metal of the
next slat inserted between the bend 13 and
the edae 12, The opposite lengthwise edge
of the strip 10 is formed in a much smaller
and preferably {lattened tube 15 with a re-

turn hend 16 adjacent the flat portion 17 of

said strip 10, Said return bend 16 is formetl
g0 as to permit the insertion of a sheet of
mctal between the tube and the under side
of the flat portion 17. sufficient space being
allowed to permit the small tube 15 moving

from side to side within the large tube
The central part 18 of the strip 10 is prei-
erably raised to form a Iengtgwise b i
strengthen the strip in its relation to
tubular joints at each edge.

the

A modification of the tubes 11 and 15 1z 3

shown in Fig. 3, in which the tubular edges
of the strips 10 are given a triangulsr shape,
as shown at 19 and 20. It is apparent that
the triangular shape would serve a good
purpose without departing from my inven-
tion but the cylindrical or round tube is
preferred, since it gives a stronger clamp
for the edge 12 against the sheet metal 1a-
serted therebetween. '

In assembling the slats 10 the small tube
15 is inserted within the large tube 11 by
inserting the sheet metal at the return bend
16 into the joint between the edge 12 and
the sharply diverging return bend 13. The
edge 12 bemng sprung away from the return
bend 13 sufficiently to admit the sheet meial
at the bend 16 and hold said sheet metal
firmly therebetween and form a pivot there-
between which does not move out or in, in
relation to one another, yet permits the siats
10 to pivotally turn freely on said point of
divergence. The clamping stress of the edge
12 holds the joint between the two slats
tight at all times, thereby making said joint
liquid or dust proof and at all times smooth
on its exterior surface as to the relation of
one slat to ariother. )

I claim as new—

1. A metallic curtain composed of a plu-
rality of sections or slats, cne of the edges
of each slat bent to form an acute return
bend and extending in a large lengthwise
tube, the other edge of said slat turned in a
less acute return bend and extending in s
smaller tube to be slidably received within
said large tube of the adjacent slat to pro-
vide a pivet point at the point of divergence
between said slats, said large tube having
space. for the sidewise movement of said
smaller tube.

2. A flexible curtain composed of slats or
sections having their opposite edges form-
ing large and small lengthwise tubes, said
large tube connected ic said slat by an acute
return bend and the edge ot the sheet metal
in said tube pressed against said return bend,
the lesser tube connected to said strip by a
less acute return bend to receive the return
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bend and edge of said larger tube of an ad-| 1In testimony whereof I have affixed my
jacent slat on the opposite sides thereof t(% Signature in the presence of two witnesses.
form a smooth pivot point at the point o . - .
divergence of sal% slat£ said large tlll)be hav- oTTO T', JOHNSON.
5 ing space for sidewise movement of said |  Witnesses:
smaller tube, substantially as and for the H. A. Sanpserg,
" purpose specified. ArTHUR O. Morst,



