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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Morron R. Frawcis,
a citizen of the United States, residing af
Tannersville, in the county of Greene and
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Lacing-Hooks, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to lacing hooks
and the object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a device of this character which
may be constructed of a single piece of ma-
terial and which will prevent skirts or
trousers from becoming caught and torn,
as is frequently done in the type of hook
now commouly used.

Further objects of the invention will ap-
pear as the following specific description is
read in connection with the accompanying
drawing, which forms a part of this ap-
plication, and in which:— '

Figure 1 is a plan view of the blank used.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the device bent
into form and ready for attachment to the
shoe or other article. Fig. 3 is a section
taken through the device. :

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ing, 1 represents a circular disk of metal
having projecting from opposite sides there-
of the ears 2. These ears are bent up upon
the lines 8 and are curved or pressed into
concavo-convex form, as shown in Figs. 2
and 3, and have their outer edges rolled, as
shown at 4, to prevent cutting of the laces.
When these ears are bent to the position
shown in Figs. 2 and 3 an attenuated open-
ing 5 is formed between their meeting ends
and the side edges form a wedge-shaped re-
cess 6 for the lacing strings, whereby they
may be readily removed from the hooks
when desired, the hooks having suflicient
resiliency to permit the passage of the lacing
strings.

Punched up from the center of the plate
are separate pointed prongs 7 which are
bent downwardly on the lines 8, shown in
Fig. 1, so as to lie parallel with each other
and so that they may be readily inserted
through the material of the article to which
the hook is to be attached. These prongs
have sufficient malleability to permit of
their being bent or clenched into the mate-
rial after being inserted therethrough. This
type, or any other suitable type, of fasten-
ing device may be employed to connect the
device to the shoe, or other article. These
prongs. should, however, be formed inte-
grally with the plate so that the device may
be constructed comparatively cheaply.

Having thus described the invention,
what I claim as new is:—

1.'A lacing hook comprising a plate,
curvilinear ears bent up from said plate on
the arc of a circle and having their ends
arranged closely together providing a lace
receiving space between the ears and the
plate and their edges curled or rolled, and
fastening devices formed on the plate for
attaching the device.

2. A lacing hook comprising a circular
plate, curvilinear ears projecting from op-
posite sides of the plate and bent up on the
arc of a circle over the plate, said ears hav-
ing their outer edges rolled and their ends
arranged closely together in opposed rela-
tion to provide a lace receiving space be-
tween the ears and the plate, and prongs
struck up from the body of the plate for
attaching the device.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

MORTON R. FRANCIS.

Witnesses:

S. R.-Hovwmer,
A. H. Arpex.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” ‘
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