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This invention relates to a new and distinct
variety of avocado tree having certain highly
desirable characteristics as will. appear: herein-
after.

One of the most popular’ and extensively cul-

tivated varieties of avocado is the Fuerte, but

this variety has a very irregular spreading habit
of growth and reaches maximum production of
fruit during February to April, some fruit being
available in certain localities as early as the first
part of January and the Fuerte season as a whole
encompassing December to May. For many years
growers have desired a variety of avocado which
would bear fruit similar to that of the Fuerte
Hut which would bear fruit during the summer
months. The variety known as Lyon bears fruit
later than the Fuerte but the fruit of this variety
is very much larger; the fruit has a tendency to
crack and has an excessively large seed. From a
commercial standpoint, excessively large fruit is
undesirable because the average housewife can-
not dispose of such excessively large avocado
at a single meal.

The tree of my new variety originated as a
chance seedling from a Guatemalan seedling tree.

The new variety of avocado to which this in-
vention is directed is a tree characterized by an
upright, relatively slender, vigorous habit of
growth of the central leader type. The branches
emanate from the trunk in equally spaced rela-
tion and in a slightly upward direction, the outer
portions of the branches being substantially hori-
zontal except when heavily loaded with fruit.
When heavily loaded with fruit, the outer por-
tions of the branches may droop while the ter-
minals of the branches curl upwardly.

The color plate of the attached sheet of draw-
ings, Fig. 1, illustrates foliage at a terminal
branch, the outer appearance of the fruit, and a
section through the fruit showing the general
contours and relative seed size, with the seed
dislodged somewhat to display the covering. Fig.
2 is a sketch illustrating the upright habit of
growth of the tree. Fig. 3 illustrates a terminal
cluster of the foliage.

The foliage grows in close relationship at the
terminals of the branches forming clusters, the
mature leaves hanging downwardly in a partly
curled or half-closed position so as to produce a
distinctive appearance. Young foliage is Cress
Green in color (Color Standards and Nomencla-
ture, Ridgway). Mature foliage has its top sur-
face of Dark Cress Green (Plate XXXI-—
29””—m). The back of the leaves ranges from
Sage Green to Artemisia Green. The top sur-
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face .of the leaves is provided with a -very
fine surface network of wrinkles or indentations,
detracting somewhat from the glossy character
of the leaves and producing a smooth matted ap-
pearance. All foliage is. provided :with pro-
nounced veins on the rear surface. Young fo-
liage is lanceolate and substantially flat.. Ma-
ture foliage is lanceolate and in most. instances
curls into a semicircular section and is provided
with a rufiled edge.

The foliage carried by the tree is heavy at all
periods, defoliation being gradual during the
summer months but not excessive. This charac-
teristic, together with the clusters of foliage at
the branch terminals, protects the fruit which is
ordinarily found immediately under the heavy
clusters of terminal leaves. Moreover, the grad-
ual defoliation protects the branches and trunk
so that the tree is not liable to sunburn.

Bloom is heavy but not as prolific as in the
Fuerte. The bloom is both terminal and axillary,
with a greater proportion of the bloom in the lat-
ter relationship. Bud wood is profuse and ap-
pears to evidence two bud scales. Propagation
is relatively easy. Young branches carry pro-
nounced lenticels of an irregular, oval shape and
of a darker green than the branch itself. The
lenticels are non-uniformly distributed. Propa-
gation with Ganter root stock has been particu-
larly effective and young trees may bear at the
age of two years, particularly when they have
béen grafted on healthy, large root stock. In
one instance, a three-year tree grew to a height
of fifteen feet.

The fruit matures during June and July in
Southern California, whereas the Puerte is at its
peak during the months of March and April.
The fruit is pear shaped and green in general
coloration and is provided with a neck which is
not excessively long.

The outer skin of the fruit is slightly smoother
than that of the Fuerte and appears to be more
glossy. 'The skin is thinner than that of the
Lyon and smoother and darker than that of the
Lyon. The green background coloration of the
outer skin of the fruit ranges from Varleys Green
to Hays Green. The spots on the fruit range from
Calliste Green to Dull Green~Yellow. Spotting
on the surface of the fruit is more concentrated
in the lower portions than in the upper portions.
The spots appear to be free of the brown heads
which are often found on other fruit. The stem
and button end is non-axial, being slightly dis-
placed to one side. A dimple appears near the
bottom of the fruit opposite the button end. The



stem is slightly longer than that of the Fueite
and the button is shallow.

The seed is pointed, medium to large in size,
tight within its cavity and provided with a light
brown covering. The seed has two lobes and ap-
pears to be positioned slightly lower in the fruit
than in the Fuerte.

The flesh is firm, not mushy, substantially free
from fiber, has a nutty flavor and a high oil con-~
tent, the oil «cortent: generdlly ‘exceeding ‘18%.
The meat ranges‘in-color from Naphthalene Yel-
low, Primrose Pale Chalcedony Yellow to Sul-
phur Yellow, with greater green content near the
skin.

The fruit has the ability to hang on the tree
even though it is not picked for-several months
after it becomes mature. -:In this rmanner sthe
supply of fruit to the market may be spread over
g considerable period of time when the Fuerte
is not available. The average fruit weighs from
-8:to 10 ounces:and the tree:appearsito haverthe
sproperty of bearing 'with :great :regularity ;and
produces a heavy crop:each year. The treehas
been ;propagated :in the Whittier+La Habra :dis~
trict :in Southern: California.

The -distinguishing "characteristics ‘of -the itree

~.of ithis:invention:appear-to:be;the.central leader
type, upright habit, the. clusters.of foliage: atithe
terminals of the substantially:horizontal branch-
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es, and its ability to bear relatively thin-skinned,
green fruit during June and July. It is to be
understood that departures from the specific de-
scription given may occur due to climatic condi-
tions, soil, ete.

I claim:

A variety of avocado tree substantially as dis-
closed, characterized by an upright, central leader
type, slender and vigorous habit, uniformly dis-

tributed branches, and dlusters ofifoliage at ter-

-minals of the branches, said tree bearing a rela-

tively thin-skinned, green fruit maturing in
greatest proportion during June and July when

‘propagated in Southern California.
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