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SPECIFICATION.

I, WiLLIAM W. WILCOX, of the city of Buf-
falo, in the county of Erie and State of New
York, have invented a certain Improvement
in Composition Roofing, of which the follow-
ing is a specification:

My invention consists of a composition com-
posed of sand, plaster of Paris, alam, borax,
and pine-tar; compounded in the proportions
hereinafter described, and applied to a cover-
ing of felt. .

In preparing my improved composition T
take one and one-half bushels preferably of
lake or river sand, one-half of a bushel of plas-
ter of Paris, four pounds of pulverized alum,
and two pounds.of pulverized borax, and mix
thoroughly together. Ithen add to this mix-
. ture about sixteen gallons of pine-tarin a cold
- state, and thoroughly mix the whole together.

The composition is now ready for use, and
is applied in a cold state, by meansof a trowel
or other suitable means, to a covering of felt
previously applied to the roof or surface to be
protected. N

For ordinary roofs a layer of the composi-

tion of about three-eighths of an inch in thick-

ness is sufficient. The thickness of the coating
may, however, be varied as required.

1 next apply to the roof a coating of gravel,
which may be spread over and pressed or par-
tially embedded in the composition layer by
means of a trowel, which the consistency of
the eomposition readily permits.

The roofing thus constructed gradually hard-
ens and sets, and forms a sufficiently-hard cov-
ering, while it retains asufficient degree of plas-
ticity to prevent cracking.

The composition is readily and cheaply pre-
pared, and applied without the labor and ex-
pense of heating the ingredients or the com-
position, while the application of the compo-
sition in a cold state to the felt does not burn
and injure the fabric, as it does when applied
in a hot state. ‘

What I claim as my invention is—

The composition for roofing, compounded of
the ingredients, in the proportions, and in the
manner described, and applied to'a covering
of felt, as hereinbefore set forth.
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