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(57) Abstract: A buying system including an integrator computer system in communication with one or more supplier computer
systems. The integrator computer system may maintain customer profile information in the form of both company and requisitioner
profiles. The integrator computer system may accept a customer requisition for a desired product that a customer creates using a
variety of methodologies. The system uses the customer profile information to obtain, from a supplier computer system, real-time
product information responsive to the customer requisition. The real-time product information preferably includes product pricing,
availability, promise date, expiration date, and/or inventory lot number. The customer requisition methodologies may include a rapid
order form. a template, a hot list, a catalog browsing feature, a catalog search feature, or a web requisition form ("WebReq") that
allows a requisitioner to input a non-catalog product request in free-form (Figures 1-3).



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/US01/20653

A.  CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
IPC(7) :Goe6F 17/60
US CL :703/26
According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and [PC

B. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

U.S. . 703/26, 27, 28, 16, 20, 21, 22

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields

sepielied See Exrra Sheer.

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of dara base and, where practicable. search terms used)

Please See Extra Sheet.

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

Y US 5.949.876 A (GINTER ET AL.) 07 September 1999, see the | 1-26
summary, and the background of the invention.

Y US 6,055,513 A (KATZ ET AL.) 25 APRIL 2000, see the| 1-26
summary, and the background of the invention, claims 5-24.

Y US 5.970.475 A (BARNES ET AL.) 19 October 1999, see the| 1-26
abstract, the background, and the summary of the invention.

Y US 5.970.473 A (GERSZBERG ET AL.) 19 October 1999. see the | 1-26
abstract, the summary of the invention.

Y US 5.918,213A (BERNARD ET AL.) 29 June 1999, see the 1-26
background, and the entire document.

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. D See patent family anuex.

N Special categories of cited documents: T later docnment published after the international filiug date or prionity
. date and not in couflict with the application but cited to understaud
A" document defining the general state of the art which is not cousidered the principle or theory underlying the inveution

to be of particular relevauce
. R . - document of particular relevance: the claimed invention cauuot be
B earlier docul t she r after the internakional f te .
rlier document published on or after the interna ional filing da considered novel or canuot be cousidered to luvolve au mventive step

L documest which may throw doubts ou priority claimes) or which is wheu the document is taken alone

cited to establish the publication date of anotber citatiou or other

special reason (as specified) Y document of particular relevance: the claimed invention canuot be

considered to involve an inveutive step wheu the documeut 1s combined

"0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other with one or more other such documeuts, such combinatiou being
meaus obvious to 4 persou skilled in the art

“P doctunent published prior to the international filing date but later  rx~ document member of the same pateut family
thau the priority date claiwed

Date of the actual completion of the international search Date of mailing of the international search report

11 DECEMBER 2001 01 FEB ZCDZ/

Name and mailing address of the [SA/US Authorized officer &_»- -
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks e
Box PCT CLUONG NG
Washington. D.C. 20231 CLONG 1L NG
Facsimile No.  (703) 805-3230 Telephone No (703) 805-4553
7

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) {July 1995)x



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/US01/720653

¢ (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

Y US 5,666,493 A (WOJCIK ET AL) 09 Septewmber 1997, see the 1-26
entire document.

A US 5,615,342 A (JOHNSON) 25 March 1997, see the background of | 1-26
the invention.

A US 5,625,776 A (JOHNSON) 29 April 1997, see the cited references 1-26
of the invention.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of second sheet) (July 1998)%



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No
PCT/US01/20653

B. FIELDS SEARCHED
Documentation other than minimum documentation that are included in the fields searched:

Woelfel, Encvelopedia of banking & finance. 10th ed. 100+ Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers
Banking & Finance Terminology, +th ed.. 199y, American Bankers Association.
AMicrosoft Press. Computer Dictionary srd ed.. 1997, Microsoft Corporation.

Considine. Van Nostrand's Scientific Encyclopedia. oth edition, Van Nostrand Reinhold.

B. FIELDS SEARCHED
Electronic data bases consulted (Name of data base and w here practicable terms used):

WEST2.0/DERWENT. Dialog Classic Web. NPL (Corporate Resource Net & Proquest), WWW with Netscape
browser.

search terms: purchase, buy, sell. sale. customer profile, search, database, item, requisition, order form. hot hst.
template. catalog, price, telephone, address. email address, shipping information, item description, request, supply,
virtual shopping cart, purchase order, credit card, tracking status. range. catalog browsing, company profile. checkout.

integrate or integrator, rapid order, rule, requisition.

Form PCT/ISA/210 {extra sheer) (July 1v9s)x



	Abstract
	Bibliographic
	Search_Report

