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WATER, DEWITT KEMP, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

DEVICE FOR SHAVING. 

1,290,228. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WALTER DEWITT 

KEMP, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at New York, county of New York, 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements, in Devices 
for Shaving, of which the following is a 
specification. - - 1 - 

My invention relates to a device for shav. 
ing, such as a razor, and has for its object 
the combination with a shaving blade of 
means whereby the blade may be secured 
and held in a desired position and of means 

... whereby the device may be engaged and the 
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blade controlled by a finger of the user, 
when in use. - 

Considerable danger as well as difficulty 
is encountered in shaving with the old style 
razor on account of the tendency of the 
blade to continually move with reference to 
its angle to the handle and with reference 
to its angle to the face, while being used. 
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the combination. 

I am aware that it is old in the art to provide securing means for, holding the 
blade at a certain angle to the handle during 
the operation of shaving, and I do not claim 
ithis broadly, but only the specific auxiliary 
means in combination therewith for guiding 
and controlling the blade as hereinafter set 
forth, and more particularly with reference 
to the angle of the blade to the face. In my 
improved combination means are provided 
whereby the razor may be held by the hand 
in a natural position and the blade secured 

5 or locked at the desired angle with refer 
ence to the handle and whereby the finger 
of the user. is utilized (through members of provided) in facilitating 
the control of the blade with reference to its 
angle to the face during the operation of 
shaving, in such a manner that any part of 
the face may be shaved easily and safely. 
These objects I accomplish by means of 

such structure and relative arrangement of 
parts as will appear by a perusal of the 
specification and claims, and by reference to the accompanying drawings, which illus 
trate one adaptation or embodiment of my 
invention, in which: ... 

Figure 1 is an open side view of a razor 
showing an adaptation or embodiment of 
my device; 

Fig. 2 is a closed side view of a razor 
showing an adaptation or embodiment of 
my device; 
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Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a partial plan of Fig. 2; and, 
Fig. 5 is a sectional view on the line 5-5 

of Fig. 2. 
Similar numerals of reference indicate 

corresponding parts in the several views. 
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1 

designates a razor handle, carrying a blade 
2, secured by a pivot 5. The numeral 3 des 
ignates a plate attached to the handie by 
means of pins or anchoring devices 12, which 
plate is provided with a gripping arm or 
member 8 pivotally secured thereto by the 
rivet or bearing 7. The arm -8 is provided 
with a gripping jaw 10 and an extension 13 
with its inward projection 9, which projec 
tion 9 is adapted to register with and en 
gage the slots 4 and 6 of the plate 3. 
designates the end of the tang of the blade, 
it being engaged by the gripping jaw 10, as 
more particularly shown in Fig. 1. 
The extension 13 of the arm 8 is slightly 

raised or convex, thereby forming a resili 
ent bearing having a spring effect with ref 
erence to its inward projection 9, so that the 
projection 9 is pushed inwardly onto the 
plate 3 over which it travels. It will thus be 
seen that when the inward projection 9 is 
directly opposite either of the slots 4 or 6 
it will register with or engage the slot. The 
gripping jaw 10 at the opposite end of the 
arm 8 is thereby held in engagement with 
the tang end 11, in a fixed and controlled 
manner, when the projection 9 registers with 
the slot 6, as shown in Fig. 1. Similarly, 
when the projection 9 registel's with and en 
gages the corresponding slot 4 the arm 8 
with its gripping jaw 10 is held in a disen 
gaged and controlled position, as when not 
in use, as shown in Fig. 2. - 

It is obvious that the resiliency of the ex 
tension 13 provides sufficient spring to lock 
or hold the arm 8 in position, yet the mem 
ber 13 is sufficiently resilient to permit the 
projection 9 to be moved out of slot engage 
ment when pressure is applied to the oppo 
site end of the arm 8, as simply pushing 
sharply with the finger. It will be seen that 
the end of the tang 11 is engaged by the 
gripping jaw 10 when the extension i3 with 
its projection 9 has traveled over the sur 
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face of the plate 3 until the projection 9 reg 
listers with or engages the slot 6, whereby 
the blade is secured, and is ready for use; il.0 
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said traveling of the projection 9 over the 
plate 3 being easily effected by pulling on 
the arm 8 or gripping jaw 10 with the thumb 
and finger. 
The approximately triangular space 14 

now formed provides a space for a finger, 
as the third finger of the hand, which finger 
engaging the boundaries of the approxi 
mately trangular space 14, viz.: the handle 
of the razor, the tang of the blade, and the 
arm of the device, assists very materially in 
holding, controlling and operating the razor, 
especially at the desired angle with reference 
to the face, making the operation of shav 
ing easier and of practically no danger, as it 
has been found with the finger in this en 
gagement the user easily prevents the blade 
cutting the face, and has a very much finer 
control of the cutting edge. - 
When it is desired to disengage the jaw 10 

from the end of the tang 11, all that is neces 
sary is to pull outwardly on the arm 8 or the 
jaw 10. Simultaneously, the projection 9 of 
the extension 13 is forced out of its slot 6, 
the tang is released from its engagement 
with the jaw 10, and the blade may be closed. 
By now pushing the arm 8 the opposite way, 
i.e., inwardly, the projection 9 is caused to 
again drop into and out of its slot 6 and 
follow its path across the plate 3 until it 
registers with and engages the slot 4, where 
by the device is held in a normal disengaged 
and closed or folded position, as shown in 
Fig. 2. 
The plate 3 may be constructed slightly 

convex, to augment the engaging of its slots 
4 and (3 with the projection 9; and the actu 
ating, controlling and securing device for 
the blade in combination with its handle 
may be attachable and detachable to and 
from its operative co-action in each case so 
that it may be combined and removed in its 
employment with any razor of ordinary type 
in an attachable and detachable manner. 
The engaging jaw may be located at any 

suitable point or points, and may comprise 
a single or plurality of engagement means, 
so that the angle of the shaving blade mem 
ber may be adjusted and controlled at vari 
ous suitable angles, the illustration show 
ing only one gripping jaw for simplicity and 
to avoid confusion in the conception of the 
invention, 
The device may be constructed of any suit 

able kind of material and may be made in 
any size or shape desired to suit different 
sizes and styles of razors, so long as the 
various members of the combination co-act 
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and coöperate to perform the functions and 
produce the results desired, without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. 
Having now described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters. Patent is: 

1. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a razor, of an arm pivoted 
to the handle of said razor, and a gripping 
jaw formed at the free end of said arm 
adapted to engage with the tang of the blade 
of said razor when extended, said arm, tang 
and handle forming a triangle adapted to 
receive one of the fingers of an operator. 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a razor, of a spring arm 
pivoted to the handle thereof, said arm being 
adapted to fold closely against said handle 
or be extended at an angle thereto at the 
front, a gripping means formed at the free 
end of said arm adapted to engage the tang 
of the razor-blade, and means for securing 
said arm in either of its adjusted positions. 

3. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a razor, of an arm pivoted 
to the handle of said razor, said arm being 
bent so that its free end is normally in regis 
tel' with the center of said razor, a gripping 
jaw formed with the free end of said arm 
adapted to engage with the end of the tang 
of the blade of said razor when in an ex 
tended position, said arm, tang and handle 
forming the sides of a hollow triangle dis 
posed on the front side of said razor, and 
means for securing said arm in either an 
operative or inoperative position. 

4. In a device of the class described, the 
combination witl a razor comprised of a 
handle, a blade pivoted therebetween and a 
tang extending opposite to said blade, of a 
plate Secured on the exterior of said handle, 
an arm pivoted in said plate, an extension 
formed with said arm adapted to engage in 
either of two openings in said plate, and an 
offset gripping jaw formed at the opposite, 
free end of Said arm engageable with the 
end of said tang, said arm when extended 
forming in combination with said handle 
and tang, a hollow triangle, and being fold 
able closely adjacent to said handle when 
said razor blacle is folded. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
subscribed my name in the presence of two 
witnesses, this 20th day of March, 1917. 

WALTER DEWITT KEMP. II, s. 
Witnesses: 

IIENRY S. BLACKMORE, 
HARRY A. KINCHLEY. 
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