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upper surface of the board, said sides having steps of 
progressive height above the upper surface of the board 
for preventing slippage of the separated conductor, said 
board having longitudinally spaced sockets presented to 
its upper surface, a pry bar having one end selectively 
received in any one of the sockets and projecting above 
the upper surface of the board and engaging the separated 
conductor for forcing the separated conductor up the 
steps, the space between the steps and the upper surface 
of the board providing access for tools for making a tap 
to the separated conductor. 

2. A wire spreader for separating a conductor to be 
tapped from the other conductors of a twisted cable 
comprising an elongated board of insulating material 
with a point at one end for insertion crosswise between 
the conductor to be tapped and the other conductors of 
the cable to separate the conductor to be tapped, said 
board having an upper surface, laterally spaced wedge 
shaped sides of insulating material outstanding from the 
upper surface of the board, said board having longitudi 
nally spaced sockets presented to its upper surface, a 
pry bar having one end selectively received in any one 
of the sockets and projecting above the upper Surface 
of the board and engaging the separated conductor for 
forcing the separated conductor up the sides, and the 
space between the sides and the upper surface of the 
board providing access for tools for making a tap to the 
separated conductor. 

3. A wire spreader for separating a conductor to be 
tapped from the other conductors of a twisted cab?e 
comprising an elongated board of insulating material 
with a point at one end for insertion crosswise between 
the conductor to be tapped and the other conductors of 
the cable to separate the conductor to be tapped, said 
board having an upper surface, laterally spaced wedge 
shaped sides of insulating material outstanding from the 
upper surface of the board, said board having longitudi 
nally spaced sockets presented to its upper surface, a 
pry bar having one end selectively received in any one 
of the sockets and projecting above the upper surface 

i of the board and engaging the separated conductor for 
forcing the separated conductor up the sides, means for 
prewenting slippage of the separated conductor down the 
sides, the space between the sides and the upper surface 
of the board providing access for tools for making a tap 
to the separated conductor. 

4. A wire spreader for separating a conductor to be 
tapped from the other conductors of a twisted cable 
comprising an elongated board of insulating material 
with a point at one end for insertion crosswise between 
the conductor to be tapped and the other conductors of 
the cable to separate the conductor to be tapped, said 
board having an upper surface, laterally spaced wedge 
shaped longitudinally extending sides of insulating mate 
rial outstanding from the upper surface of the board, 
said, sides having steps of progressive height above the 
upper surface of the base for prewenting slippage of the 
separated conductor, the space between the steps and the 
upper surface of the board providing access for tools for 
making a tap to the separated conductor, and a handle 
remote from the point and extending crosswise between 
and fixed to said, sides. 

5. A wire spreader for separating a conductor to be 
tapped from the other conductors of a twisted cable 
comprising an elongated board of insulating material 
with a point at one end for insertion crosswise between 
the conductor to be tapped and the other conductors of 
the cable to separate the conductor to be tapped, said 
board having an upper surface, laterally spaced wedge 
shaped longitudinally extending sides of insulating mate 
rial outstanding from the upper surface of the board, 
said, sides having steps of progressive height above the 
upper surface of the board for preventing slippage of the 
separated conductor, the space between the sides being 
open at both ends and the space between the steps and 
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the upper surface of the board providing access for tools 
for making a tap to the separated conductor. 

6. In combination, a multiconductor twisted cable, a 
wire spreader between a conductor to be tapped and the 
otherconductors of the cable for separating and insulating 
the conductor to be tapped from the other conductors of 
the cable and for preventing injury to the lineman making 
the tap, said spreader comprising an elongated board of 
insulating material with a point at one end for insertion 
crosswise between the conductor to be tapped and the 
other conductors of the cable to separate the conductor 
to be tapped, said board having an upper surface, laterally 
spaced wedge shaped longitudinally extending sides of 
insulating material outstanding from the upper surface 
of the board, said, sides having steps of progressive height 
above the upper surface of the board for prewenting 
slippage of the separated conductor, the space between 
the steps and the upper surface of the board providing 
access for tools for making a tap to the separated con 
ductor. 

7. In combination, a multiconductor twisted cable, a 
wire spreader between a conductor to be tapped and the 
other conductors of the cable for separating and insulat 
ing the conductor to be tapped from the other conductors 
of the cable and for preventing injury to the lineman 
making the tap, said spreader comprising an elongated 
board of insulating material with a point at one end for 
insertion crosswise between the conductor to be tapped 
and the other conductors of the cable to separate the con 
ductor to be tapped, said board having an upper surface, 
laterally spaced wedgeshaped sides of insulating material 
outstanding from the upper surface of the board, Said 
sides having steps of progressive height above the upper 
surface of the board for preventing slippage of the sep 
arated conductor, said board having longitudinally spaced 
sockets presented to its upper surface, a pry bar having 
one end selectively received in any one of the sockets 
and projecting above the upper surface of the board and 
engaging the separated conductor for forcing the Separated 
conductor up the steps, the space between the steps and 
the upper surface of the board providing access for tools 
for making a tap to the separated conductor. 

8. In combination, a multiconductor twisted cable, a 
i wire spreader between a conductor to be tapped and the 
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other conductors of the cable for separating and insulating 
the conductor to be tapped from the other conductors 
of the cable and for prewenting injury to the lineman 
making the tap, said spreader comprising an elongated 
board of insulating material with a point at one end for 
insertion crosswise between the conductor to be tapped 
and the other conductors of the cable to separate the 
conductor to be tapped, Said board having an upper sur 
face, laterally spaced wedge shaped sides of insulating 
material outstanding from the upper surface of the board, 
Said board having longitudinally spaced sockets presented 
to its upper surface, a pry bar having one end selectively 
received in any one of the sockets and projecting abowe 
the upper Surface of the board and engaging the separated 
conductor for forcing the separated conductor up the 
sides, and the space between the sides and the upper sur 
face of the board providing access for tools for making a 
tap to the separated conductor. 

9. In combination, a multiconductor twisted cable, a 
wire spreader between a conductor to be tapped and the 
other conductors of the cable for separating and insulating 
the conductor to be tapped from the other conductors of 
the cable and for prewenting injury to the lineman making 
the tap, said spreader comprising an elongated board of 
insulating material with a point at one end for insertion 
crosswise between the conductor to be tapped and the 
other conductors of the cable to separate the conductor to 
be tapped, said board having an upper surface, laterally 
spaced wedge shaped sides of insulating material out 
standing from the upper surface of the board and said 
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separated conductor moving up said, sides as the spreader 
is inserted, means for preventing slippage of the separated 
conductor down said, sides, the space between the sides 
and the upper surface of the board prowiding access for 
tools for making a tap to the separated conductor. 

10. In combination, a multiconductor twisted cable, a 
wire spreader between a conductor to be tapped and the 
other conductors of the cable for separating and insulat 
ing the conductor to be tapped from the other conductors 
of the cable and for prewenting injury to the lineman 
making the tap, said spreader comprising an elongated 
board of insulating material with a point at one end for 
insertion crosswise between the conductor to be tapped 
and the other conductors of the cable to separate the con 
ductor to be tapped, said board having an upper surface, 
laterally spaced wedge shaped sides of insulating material 
outstanding from the upper surface of the board, said 
board having longitudinally spaced sockets presented to 
its upper surface, a pry bar having one end selectively 
received in any one of the sockets and projecting above 
the upper surface of the board and engaging the separated 
conductor for forcing the separated conductor up the 
sides, means for prewenting slippage of the separated con 
ductor down the sides, the space between the sides and 
the upper surface of the board providing access for tools 
for making a tap to the separated conductor. 

11. In combination, a multiconductor twisted cable, a 
wire spreader between a conductor to be tapped and the 
other conductors of the cable for separating and insulat 
ing the conductor to be tapped from the other conductors 
of the cable and for preventing injury to the lineman 
making the tap, said spreader comprising an elongated 
board of insulating material with a point at one end for 
insertion crosswise between the conductor to be tapped 
and the other conductors of the cable to separate the 
conductor to be tapped, Said board having an upper sur 
face, laterally spaced wedgeshaped longitudinaly extend 
ing sides of insulating material outstanding from theupper 
surface of the board, said, sides having steps of progres 
sive height above the upper surface of the base for pre 
venting slippage of the separated conductor, the space 
between the steps and the upper surface of the board 
providing access for tools for making a tap to the sepa 
rated conductor, and a handle remote from the point and 
extending crosswise between and fixed to said sides. 

12. In combination, a multiconductor twisted cable, a 
wire spreader between a conductor to be tapped and the 
other conductors of the cable for separating and insulat 
ing the conductor to be tapped from the other conductors 
of the cable and for prewenting injury to the lineman 
making the tap, said spreader comprising an elongated 
board of insulating material with a point at one end for 
insertiom crosswise between the conductor to be tapped 
and the other conductors of the cable to separate the con 
ductor to be tapped, said board having an upper surface, 
laterally spaced wedge shaped longitudinally extending 
sides of insulating material outstanding from the upper 
surface of the board, said sides having steps of progres 
sive height above the upper surface of the board for pre 
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6 
venting slippage of the separated conductor, the space 
between the sides being open at bothends and the space 
between the steps and the upper surface of the board pro 
Viding access for tools for making a tap to the separated 
conductor. 

13. A spreader for separating a conductor to be tapped 
from the other conductors of a twisted cable comprising 
a board with a point at one end for insertion crosswise 
between the conductor to be tapped and the other con 
ductors of the cable to separate the conductor to be 
tapped, spaced wedge shaped sides outstanding from the 
board and said separated conductor moving up said sides 
as the spreader is inserted, and hook members pivoted 
on the sides movable over the separated conductor to 
prewent slippage of the separated conductor down said 
sides, the space between the sides and the board providing 
access for tools for making a tap to the separated con 
ductor. 

14. A spreader for separating a conductor to be tapped 
from the other conductors of a twisted cable comprising 
a board with a point at one end for insertion crosswise 
between the conductor to be tapped and the other con 
ductors of the cable to separate the conductor to be 
tapped, spaced wedge shaped sides outstanding from the 
board and said separated conductor moving up said sides 
as the spreader is inserted, and a hook member having 
a shank pivoted on one of the sides and an extensible 
hook portion adapted to be swung over the separated 
conductor to restrain slippage of the conductor down one 
side. 

15. A spreader for separating a conductor to be tapped 
from the other conductors of a twister cable comprising 
a board with a point at one end for insertion crosswise 
between the conductor to be tapped and the other con 
ductors of the cable to separate the conductor to be 
tapped, spaced wedge shaped sides outstanding from the 
board and said separated conductor moving up said sides 
as the spreaderis inserted, and a hook memberhaving a 
shank with a slot, a pin fixed to one of the sides and 
slidably fitting said slot, a hook on said, shank for en 
gaging said separated conductor, and a spring between 
said pin and said, shank biasing the hook member in the 
direction to hold the hook against said separated con 
ductor. 

16. A spreader for separating a conductor to be tapped 
from the other conductors of a twisted cable comprising 
a board with a point at one end for insertion crosswise 
between the conductor to be tapped and the other con 
ductors of the cable to separate the conductor to be 
tapped, spaced wedge shaped sides outstanding from the 
board and said separated conductor moving up said, sides 
as the spreaderis inserted, a hook memberhaving a shank 
pivoted on one of the sides, hook portions extending in 
opposite directions from one end of the shank, either one 
of the hook portions being movable on the separated 
conductor to prewent slippage down said one side. 
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