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This invention relates to a dispensing and display device
and, more particularly, to a device of this character com-
prising a rack adapted for association with a carton con-
taining a multiplicity of the articles being dispensed.

While the invention may obviously be employed in con-
nection with the display and dispensing of various types
of articles, it finds particular utility in dispensing filters
such as oil and fuel filiers which are contained in cylindri-
cal cans.

Filters of this general type are not ordinarily individual-
ly packaged, but for economical reasons are usually
packed in cartons of six or more, usually six. Therefore,
when the carton is opened, each filter is ready for im-
mediate use.

In accordance with the present invention, there is pro-
vided a dispenser rack having means whereby a carton of
filters may be readily attached thereto in an inverted posi-
tion, said rack being provided at one end with a basket-
like dispensing section and at its other end with means
for mounting the rack on a wall or other support. The
rack is provided with one or more lugs or fongues adjacent
one end thereof for supporting engagement with the lower
open end of the carton and with lugs or tongues adjacent
its upper end for supporting engagement with slots or
apertures in the carton. The extreme upper end of the
rack is provided with supporting hooks, eyes or the like to
permit it to be hung individually on a wall or other sup-
port. The filters or other objects being dispensed move
by gravity into the basket or dispensing section as one is
removed therefrom.

In consequence of the above, it is an object of this in-
vention to provide a device of this type in which a
multiplicity of filters or other objects, packaged in a single
carton, may be readily displayed and dispensed.

Another object of this invention is to provide a rack of
the class described which may be quickly and easily as-
sembled with the carton whereby to facilitate the ready
attachment of a full carton thereto and the removal of
an empty one therefrom. To enable the upper lugs or
tongues to supportingly engage the carton, the carton is
provided with knockout portions to produce the slots or
apertures. Also, the carton may be provided on one side,
preferably the front, with a knockout portion to provide a
vertically extending slot providing visual means to check
on the number of filters or other articles remaining in the
carton during its use as a dispenser.

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
pensing and display device of this type which provides
easy and convenient storage space for the filters and
provides means whereby the racks may be hung indi-
vidually or in groups on a wall or the like, high encugh
to clear the work surface of a counter, yet providing easy
access to the filters.

From a merchandising standpoint, the present invention
provides means whereby a dealer may conveniently stock
a number of different models of filters without utilizing
valuable counter space.

Another important object of the invention is to provide
a device of this type which is so reduced in the number and
character of its component parts as to approach the ulti-
mate in structural simplicity and thereby creatss an
economy in its manufacture, maintenance and use.

The various objects and advantages, and the novel de-
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tails of construction of one commercially practical em-
bodiment of the invention, will become more apparent as
this description proceeds, especially when considered in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a dispensing and
display device constructed in accordance with this in-
vention;

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the rack with the
carton removed; )

FIGURE 3 is a rear elevational view of the rack with
the carton attached;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged detail sectional view taken
substantially on the plane indicated by line 4—4 in FIG-
URE 3; and

FIGURE 35 is an enlarged detail sectional view taken
substantially on the plane indicated by line 5—5 in FIG-
URE 3.

The dispensing and display device constituting this in-
vention consists of a carton C and a rack R, The carton
C is of the usual commercial type and is made of paper-
board, fiberboard, or the like, and in the embodiment
illustrated it is adapted to contain six or more, usually six,
articles A. In the embodiment illustrated, the articles A
are shown as oil or gas filters which are contained in
cylindrical cans.

Each carton C is provided adjacent one end, here shown
as its upper end, with one or more, preferably two, knock-
out portions 18, which, when knocked out, provide.aper-
tures 11 near the upper end of the container. As is
customary, these knockout portions 1§ are provided by
scoring, or partially cutting the material so that ears 1€a
formed thereby may be pressed from the plane of the
carton to provide the apertures 11,

The lower end of the carton is shown as being provided
with the usual side flaps 12 and front and back flaps 13,
the front flap 13 having been torn off or removed in
FIGURE 1.

One side of the carton, preferably the front, is provided
with a knockout portion which may be removed to form
a vertically extending slot V providing visual means to
check on the number of filters or other articles remaining
in the carton during its use as a dispenser.

The rack R is preferably formed of metal wire, rods, or
the like, and consists of a pair of elongated upright mem-
bers 15 terminating at their upper ends in hcok-like mem-
bers 16 and at their lower ends in curved, substantially
horizontal portions 17 terminating in a loop 18 joining the
two ends of the portions 17. From the description thus
far, it will be obvious that the main portion of the rack,

. consisting of the upright members 15, the hooks 16, the

G0

65

70

substantially horizontal portions 17 and the loop 18, may
be formed from a single length of wire or rod bent in the
manner illustrated in FIGURE 2.

Welded to the upright rack members 15 adjacent the
horizontal portions 17 is a substantially rectangular frame
19 formed of one piece of wire or rod. This frame 19
is welded to the upright members 15 adjacent the lower
ends thereof and to the loop 18 and, together with the
horizontal portions 17, forms a basket-like member or
dispensing section D for the articles A.

Secured to each upright member 15, adjacent the upper
ends thereof, is a lug, ear or tongue 28 secured thereto as,
for instance, by welding or brazing, as indicated at 21.

Secured to the substantially rectangular frame 19 be-
tween the upright members 15 is an elongated lug or
tongue 22. This may be secured to the frame member
by welding, or brazing, or the like, as indicated at 23.

The upper lugs or tongues 20 are adapted to engage
the apertures 11 in the carton, and the lug or tongue 22 is
adapted to engage the lower open end of the carton C.

The rack may be quickly and easily attached to the



3,265,246

3

carton in the following manner: The outer flap 13 is torn
away, as may also be the rear flap 13, although in the
drawings this flap is shown as folded back against the
carton. The rack R is then engaged with the carton by
sliding the tongue or lug 22 into.the carton through the
open lower end thereof. After the lug or tongue 22 is
initially engaged with the carton, the lugs 2¢ are in posi-
tion to be inserted into the openings 11 located adjacent
the top of the carton. Thus, the attachment of the rack
to the carton may be accomplished all in one operation.
The rack and carton are then supported in an upright posi-
tion on a wall or the like by engaging the hooks 16 with a
rod, eyes, or other supporting means secured to the wall
or other supporting surface. This positions the carton C
in a vertical position with its open end extending down-
wardly into position to discharge the articles A into the
basket-like member of the dispensing section D. The
basket-like portion D is of sufficient size to allow two of
the articles A to enter and be deposited therein. As each
article A is removed from the dispensing section, another
one moves into place by gravity until the carton is empty.
Thereafter, the rack may be quickly and easily disengaged
from the empty carton, as will be obvious.

This dispenser rack provides efficient and convenient
storage means for the articles being dispensed and the
racks may be hung individually or mounted in groups.
Obviously, the racks may be mounted high enough on the
wall behind a counter so as to clear the work surface of
the counter yet offer easy access to the articles.

It will also be noted that the rack consists of two main
sections which may be conveniently formed by bending a
suitable wire or rod and the parts may be quickly and
easily united by welding, brazing, or the like. The lower
lug or tongue 22 is readily engageable with the lower open
end of the carton and after initial engagement with the
carton, the upper lugs or tongues 20 are in position for
insertion into the perforations or slots 1. The device is
so reduced in the number and character of its component
parts as to approach the ultimate in structural simplicity
and thereby creates an economy in its manufacture, main-
tenance, and use.

While one commercially practical embodiment of the
invention has been described and illustrated herein some-
what in detail, it will be understood that various changes
may be made as may come within the purview of the
accompanying claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a dispensing and display device adapted to be used
with a carton containing a plurality of articles to be dis-
pensed, a carton having an open lower end and a perfora-
tion adjacent its other end, a wire rack having spaced up-
wardly extending tongues secured thereto for detachably
engaging the open end and perforation of said carton to
hold said carton in an upright position whereby the articles
therein may move by gravity through the open end thereof,
and a horizontally disposed dispensing portion at the lower
end of said rack to receive and permit the removal of said
articles.

2. In a dispensing and display device adapted to be used
with a carton containing a plurality of articles to be dis-
pensed, a carton having an open lower end and a perfora-
tion adjacent its other end, a wire rack having vertically
spaced upwardly extending tongues secured thereto for
detachably engaging the open end and perforation of said
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carton to hold said carton in an upright position whereby 65

the articles therein may move by gravity through the open
end thereof, a horizontally disposed dispensing portion at
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the lower end of said rack to receive and permit the re-
moval of said articles, and hook-like means at the upper
end of said rack for supporting the same.

3. In a dispensing and display device adapted to be used
with a carton containing a plurality of articles to be dis-
pensed, a carton having an open lower end and a perfora-
tion adjacent its other end, a wire rack having vertically
spaced upward extending tongues secured thereto for
detachably engaging the open end and perforation of said
carton to hold said carton in an upright position whereby
the articles therein may move by gravity through the open
end thereof, a horizontally disposed dispensing portion at
the lower end of said rack to receive and permit the re-
moval of said articles, and a hook-like member at the
upper end of said rack for removably supporting said rack
on a wall or the like.

4, A dispensing and display device comprising in com-
bination a carton containing a plurality of articles to be
dispensed, said carton having an open lower end and an
aperture formed by a knockout portion adjacent its upper
end, a rack member comprising upright members and a
substantially horizontally extending portion connected
thereto at the lower end of said upright members, and
carton supporting lugs carried by said rack member engag-
ing the open end of said carton and said aperture to sup-
port said carton in an upright position with said horizon-
tally extending portion of the rack member adjacent said
open end whereby the articles in the carton may move by
gravity into said horizontally extending portion.

5. A device as described in claim 4 in which the carton
is provided with a knockout portion to provide a vertically
extending slot to provide means for visually checking the
number of articles remaining in the carton.

6. A dispensing and display device comprising in com-
bination a carton containing a plurality of articles to be
dispensed, said carton having an open lower end and an
aperture adjacent its upper end formed by a knockout
portion, a rack member comprising a pair of upright wire
members and a substantially horizontally extending por-
tion connected thereto at the lower end of said upright
members to form a delivery portion, a lower carton sup-
porting lug engaging the open end of said carton, and an
upper carton supporting lug engaging said aperture to
support said carton in an upright position whereby the
articles therein may move by gravity into said delivering
portion, said lower supporting lug being longer than said
upper supporting lug whereby said lower supporting lug
engages the open end of said carton before said upper
supporting lug engages said aperture.
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