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1 Claim.

This invention relates to body lifters, and par- -

ticularly to a device of this character to be used
" by undertakers for transferring a body to a table
or slab- for the treatment of the corpse such as
embalming or the like and preparing it for burial,
and for thereafter lifting and moving the body
so that it may be deposited in a casket or other
appropriate resting place. i
It is-an object of the invention to provide novel
means by which a body may be suspended and
transferred to a position over the table- and
thereafter lowered onto the table, and after
treatment again lifting the body and transfer-
ring it, as stated.
It is furthermore an obJect of ‘the invention
to provlde a power iransmitting instrumentality
which will serve to operate a windlass on which

pulleys so that the operation of the cable will re-~
sult in movement of the body as aforesaid.

It is a still further object of the invention to
provide slings or-straps suspended from a board
or plain elongated -member, which elongated
member is suspended by suitable elements from
a-member to which the cable is connected: and
it is furthermore an object to provide a track
and a wheeled member travelling thereon which
serves to move the suspending means with rela-
tion to the table or to a location where the body
is to be afterward deposited.

It is furthermore an object of the invention to
provide novel means by which a motor properly
controlled may operate the w1ndlass through ap-

~propriate gearing or the like.

With the foregoing and other objects in view,
the invention consists in the details of construc-
tion, and in the arrangement and combination
of parts to be hereinafter more fully set forth
and claimed.

In describing the 1nvent1on in-detail, reference

will be had to the accompanying drawings form--

ing. part of this application, wherein like char-
acters denote corresponding parts.in the several
~views, and in which:

Figure 1 illustrates.a plan view of the body
lifting - mechanism showmg the mofor remote
therefrom;

Figure 2 illustrates a view in side eleva,tmn of
the body supporting instrumentalities;

Figure 3 illustrates an end view of the body
supporting member with the track in side eleva-
tion; and
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' cable is wound, which cable is associated with -
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Figure 5 111ustrates a detall sectional view of
a ‘hanger and a rotating member thereon.
In these drawings 5 denotes a table, slab or

the like, on which the body is to be deposited. : ‘

for treatment, and 6 denoctes a track anchored to
the ceiling or other appropriate part of a build-
ing containing the table. A wheeled suspending
member T is movable on the track and may oper-

- ate practically the full length thereof so-that it

will travel to a position over the table or to posi-
tions clear of the plan of the table. The mem-
ber 7 is shown as having a depending link 8 which
supports a pulley or block §, over which a cable
10 is operated; it being shown that the cable
is connected to a hangar 19’ and the hanger in
turn - is connected to an eye 11 of a bracket 12
anchored to a plate 13, which plate has diverg-
ing struts or supports {4 connected to it by eyes
18, The diverging supports have their outer or
lower ends anchored to a board or plate {6, from
which supporting straps or loops 1 may depend,
the said straps being connected to the board or
plate in any appropriate manner, or they may be
looped arcund- the board or plate without of
necessity being anchored to it, although prefer-
ably some refaining means of known construc-
tion may be used to prevent disassembling of
the parts. Pull cords such as 18 may be con-
nected to the link 8 and, being movable in a guide
18, may be used for transferring the movable
member T on the track to guide the body sup-
porting means over the table or to locations clear

--of the table,
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Pigure 4 illustrates a detail view of one of the

. ‘supporting members; and’
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The cable 10 operates through the pulley or
sheave, as stated, and extends to a windlass 20
which is driven by the motor, and the cable oper-
ates under a guide 21 supported on the floor or
the like and is of such proportions as to permit
the cable to wind on the windlass longitudinal-
ly thereof. The motor 22 may be of the electri-
cally energized type and suitable switches (not
shown) .are provided for controlling the. current
to the motor.  As such controlling devices are
well known, it is believed unnecessary for an
understanding of the invention by one skilled in .
the art to specifically illustrate or describe them.
The motor has a driven pulley 23 engaged by a
belt or flexible element 24 which operates over
a pulley 25 on & shaft 26, and a suitable reduc-
ing gear may be interposed between the pulley
23 and the windlass 20, ‘

From an inspection of the drawing and from
the foregoing description it is apparent that the
body may he embraced by the straps 17 and lifted
through the 1nstrumenta11ties described and thaf




when 11fted the body supporting means may. be _

moved by operating the pull cord 18 to shift
the position of the body supporting means with-
in the bounds of the track and of course the
operatlon of the motor will shift the position’ of
the body vertically so that it may be lowered
_onto the table or raised therefrom, thus expedit-
ing the handling and manipulation of such bodies.
- 1 claim:
Lo In e body hoist, - & member havmg means
: whereby it.is connected to a hoisting cable, said
“means comprising a bracket having .a coupling
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for the hoisting cable, a plate thereunder longer ..
than the said member, struts secured to the ends

of the member and extending downwardly to-ap-
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prox1mate1y the ends of the plate, the said struts
being secured to the plate, and another strut
secured to the member and to the plate cen-
trally thereof, the said struts functioning to sup-
port the plate in spaced relation to the mem-
ber during the operation of the hoist, flexible
body encircling members extending transversely
of the plate on its upper surface and supported
thereby, the said members having free ends de-
pending -from .the plate to.he placed.around the
Body to be lifted, and ‘means for fastening the
ends of the flexible members together when they

. oncxrcle the body.

WILLIAM I. HARRIS.
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