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This invention relates to a holder for steel
wool or the like, and it is an object of the
invention to provide a device of this kind
embodying means whereby it may be quickly
and effectively engaged with a pad of steel
wool or kindred material in a manner to per-
mit the desired effective use of the steel wool
without liability of injury to the hand of
the user. :

The invention consists in the details of
construction and in the combination and ar-
rangement of the several parts of my im-
proved holder for steel wool or the like
whereby certain important advantages are
attained and the device rendered simpler,
less expensive and otherwise more conven-
ient and advantageous for use, as will be
hereinafter more fully set forth.

The novel features of my invention will-
hereinafter be definitely claimed.

In order that my invention may be the bet-
ter understood, I will now proceed to de-
scribe the same with reference to the accom-
panying drawing, wherein :—

Figure 1 is a view in bottom plan of a
holder constructed in accordance with an em-
bodiment of my invention;

Figure 2 is a view in end elevation of the
device as illustrated in Figure 1 with the
body in its normal or flattened form;

Figure 8 is an end elevational view show-
ing the side marginal portions of the body
upwardly bent or flexed with the holder in
position to be initially engaged with a pad of
steel wool or the like.

As disclosed in the accompanying draw-
ing, my improved holder comprises a body
B formed of rubber, rubber compound or
other suitable flexible and yielding material
which will not be materially affected by con-
tact with moisture.

As herein disclosed the body B is substan-
tially rectangular in plan and at substan-
tially its transverse center is provided en-
tirely therealong with a relatively broad
groove or channel 1 of dovetail form in cross
section. This groove or channel 1 results in
the central portion 2 of the body B being
materially reduced in thickness, this facili-
tating bending or flexing of the body B in
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a general direction along the grooveb 1 al-

though the inherent characteristic of the body
B is to normally maintain its flattened form.
~ The side walls of the groove or channel 1
adjacent to each end thereof are provided with
a pair of relatively close fingers 3 disposed
inwardly and transversely of the groove or
channel 1 and spaced apart in a direction
lengthwise thereof. One of these fingers of
the pair extends from one of the side walls
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finger is carried by the second or opposed

wall of the groove or channel.

The fingers 3 are preferably mietallic and
are of a length to have their outer ends ter-
minate substantially at the transverse center
of the groove or channel 1 with the outer ends
of said fingers slightly enlarged, as at 4, to
facilitate the desired gripping action’ upon
the pad of steel wool or the like with which
the holder may be employed. , -

The back or top face of the body B at sub-
stantially its transverse center and above the
groove or channel 1 has formed therewith a
handle member 5 adapted to be grasped be-
tween the digits of a hand. 'The body B and
the handle member 5 are preferably integral
to facilitate production.

In practice, the body B has its side portions
flexed inwardly toward the handle member 5,
and along the groove or channel 1 resulting

Y0

"5

in a material separation of the side walls of

the groove or channel, and also bringing the
fingers 8 in a depending angular relation
with respect to the top wall of the groove or
channel 1 so that when the holder is pressed
down upon a pad of steel wool or kindred
material the fingers 3 will penetrate such pad,
thus assuring upon release of the body B
effective anchorage or connection of the pad
to the holder. With the holder engaged
with the pad the desired separation may be
easily accomplished by bending or flexing
the side portions of the body B in substan-
tially the same manner as hereinbefore re-
ferred to with respect to the application of
the holder to a pad and also as illustrated in
Figure 3 of the drawing.

In order to facilitate the desired flexing of
the side portions of the body B the back
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margins of the body B are provided a sub-
stantial distance therealong with the out-
standing integral lips or flanges 6.

From the foregoing description it is
thought to be obvious that a holder for steel
wool or the like constructed in accordance
with my invention is particularly =well
adapted for use by reason of the convenience
and facility with which it may be assembled
and operated, and it will also be obvious that
my invention is susceptible of some change
and modification without departing from the
principles and spirit thereof and for this
reason I do not wish to be understood as
limiting myself to the precise arrangement
and formation of the several parts herein
shown in carrying out my invention in prac-
tice except as hereinafter claimed. -

I claim — :

‘1. A holder of the class described compris-
ing a flexible body member having a groove
on one face, material engaging fingers pro-
jecting from the side walls of said groove,
the fingers on the two walls being offset from
each other and the combined lengths of a

finger on one wall of the groove and a finger

on the other wall being greater than the
width of the groove.
9. A holder of the class described compris-

ing a flexible body member having a groove
on one face, and headed material engaging =

fingers projecting from the side walls of said -
groove. - )
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature.
SAUL SCHULHOFF.



