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This invention relates to devices for lifting and
supporting a flat-iron away from an operating
surface whenever the iron is not being used. The
principal object of the invention is to provide an

5 improved device of this character embodying cer-

tain novel features which render the device g

marked improvement over prior devices of the

same class.

A more specific object of the invention is to
provide a device of this nature wherein there is
provided a supporting member pivotally mounted
at the rear of the iron and adapted and arranged
to tiltably 1ift and support the iron away from the
operating surface, and s pivoted handle for the
15 iron operatively connected to the supporting
' member so that the latter may be moved to in-

operative position by the handle,

Another object of the invention is to provide a
device of this structure wherein there is provided

20 latching means at the front end of the iron handle

to maintain the supporting member in inoperative

position. - - .

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this construction having means for
actuating the supporting member to lift and sup-
port the iron away from the operating surface

- whenever the said latching means is released, the

device: being automatically maintained in this

condition until the handle of the iron is actuated

30 to, in turn, actuate the supperting member and
render the latching means effective,

Other objects and features of the invention will
appear hereinafter. For a complete understand-
ing of the invention, reference may be had to the

35 accompanying drawings illustrating preferred em..
bodiments of the invention. ’

In the drawings: _

Fig. 11s a plan view of g flat-iron emhodying a
preferred form of the invention;

40  Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the device
with the supporting member in inoperative posi-
tion; .

Figs. 3 to 5 are fragmentazjy perspective views

45 Mlustrating more clearly certain parts of the de-
vice;
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with the lifting and supporting member in opera-
tive position; ) )
Fig, 7 is a rear elevational view of the device;
80  PFig. 8 is a plan view of a flat-iron emhodying
an alternative form of the in ‘ention;
Fig. 9 is a side elevational view of the same de-
vice; and ’ -
Fig. 10 is a fragmentary Derspective view illus-
88 trating certain parts moreclearly.

Fig. 6 is a side elevational view of the device

{ having front and rear legs 2 and 3, respec-
tively, extending upward therefrom and Support-
ing the handled. In accordance with the present §
invention, a pair of spaced arms § extend from
the body of the iron at the rear thereof, These
ATmS may have their ends imbedded in the sole

through which g U-shaped supporting member 7
extends. In this manne , the base portion g of
the supporting member is pivotally carrieq by 18
the arms 5. The arms or sides 9 of the support-
ing member extend forwardly of the iron along

I3 are mounted upon the portion 8 on the oppo-
site sides of the said flange. The outer ends of 20
these sleeves abut against the loops or eyelets 6
and the sleeves thug serve to maintain the Sup-
porting member.in Proper pivotal position on the
arms §. A pair of coi] springs 14 are wound about
the sleeves on opposite sides of the flange 12, The 86

Inner ends of these Springs are hooked over or

engage opposed pins 15 (see Fig. 5) carried by the
1. The outer ends of the springs are seated

-In recesses in the sheet metal cover of the body

1, although these spring ends may be secured to 60
the body of the iron in any suitable manner, The

The springs
are arranged so that when the supporting membper 48

2, the springs are wound or placed under tension.

A link {6 having its lower end bifurcated is
connected between the handle 4 and arm |[f,
Thie bifurcated end of this Hnk straddles the arm 80
{1 with the pins 17 carried by arm (1 seated in
the slots 18 (see Fig. 4) of the link, ‘The slots 18
are each provided with g lateral recess (9 in.
which the pins 17 may seat as described herein-
after, A short arm 20 (see Fig. 4 protrudes 88
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rom the back of the body | and may be formed
integrally with the sole plate of the iron. This
arm carries pins 21 which are slidably seated In
the slots 22 of link {6. ’

5 The handle of the iron is pivotally supported
upon the rear leg 8 at 28. The handle may be
formed of wood or like material and may. have
imbeddedly secured within it & metal strip 24
which may be pivotally connected to the me-

10 tallic upright 25 of the leg 3 at the point 23. As
{llustrated, the strip 24 is secured to the handle
by the transverse pin 26. 'The rear end of the
strip 24 is pivotally connected at 27 to the upper
end of link 16. The handle is recessed suffi-

15 ciently to permit ample pivotal movement of the
handle about the pivot 23 and to permit the re-
quired pivotal action between the handle and
link 16 ahout the pivot 27. It will be seen that
the handle is pivotally mounted near its rear

o0 and is, therefore, capable of effecting lever gction

to move link 16, as will be explained later.

The front leg 2 is formed at its upper end as
clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 to provide the trans-
verse portion 28 which serves to secure and hold
the nose 29 of the pivotal latch member 30. This
member is pivotally mounted at 31 within a latch
housing 32 carried at the forward end of the
handle 4. The upper end of the latch member
30-is curved over the end of the handle to pro-
30 vide the finger-trip 33. ‘The handle is recessed

at 34 (see Fig. 2) and within the recess there is
mounted a small coil spring ‘35 arranged to con-
stantly urge the latch member 30 into engage-
ment with the latch keeper 28.

35 With the device in the condition shown in Fig.
2, the supporting member is in inoperative po-
sition and the springs 14 are wound or under
tension, as above mentioned. The pins 17 are
seated in the lateral recesses i9 and the pins 21

40 are seated at the bottom of slots 22. The latch
is in operative position, and is thus maintained
by the latch spring. The user may use the iron
in the normal manner without touching the trip

33 and the device will maintain its condition.

45 At such time as the user desires to cease the
jroning operation, even though for a short pe-
riod of time, the latch may be tripped by simply
touching the finger-trip 33 with the thumb or
a finger and this will release the front end of the

50 handle, permitting’ the handle to pivot about
the point 23. The springs 14 will cause the
supporting member to move downward until the
arms thereof engage the operating surface. At
such time, the iron will be tiltably lifted to the

55 Dosition shown in Fig. 6. The pins (7 and 2I
will now assume the positions in their respective
.slots shown in Fig. 6. The iron will be lifted and
maintained in a tilted position away from the op-
erating surface. _

go- When it is desired to again use the iron, the
user will press downward upon the handle and
by this application of the simple lever, the link
16 will be drawn upward. At the same time, the
tilted iron will be pressed downward and will ro-

65 tate about the base portion 8 of the supporting
member as a fulcrum. During this movement,
the pins 17 and 2} will ride in their respective
slots. When the heel of the iron engages the
operating surface, it will act as a fulcrum, caus-

7o' ing the supporting member to rotate about its
pivot until the pins 11 have moved upward in
slots 18 to a point adjacent the lateral recesses
19. Continued pressing of the handle wili cause

~ the pins 11 to seat in the recesses 19 and the

75 latch will operate automatically to hold the for-

o
<t

werd end of the handle and thereby hold the sup-
porting member in inoperative position against
the force of springs 14. The leverage obtained
by the pivotal mounting of the handle, coupled
with the weight of the iron body, enables the 5
movement of the supporting member to its inop-
erative position against the force of springs 14
by the application of relatively light pressure
spplied to the handle. The pins and slots, which
constitute a lost-motion connection between link 1
16 and arm 1, enable the requisite relative move- -
ment between these elements.

The device illustrated in Figs. 8 to 10 is gen-
erally similar to that above described and the
corresponding parfs have been designated by the 15
same numerals. In this case, however, the link
i6a is pivotally connected to the arm ila at 36.

A metallic insert strip 24« extends substantially
the length of the handle and i{s pivotally con-
nected to the rear leg at 23¢. 'The rear end of 20
strip 24a is pivotally connected to the upper end
of link 16a, as before. .

The front leg 2a is formed as illustrated in
Fig. 10 with spaced prongs 31 pivotally carrying
the latch member 80a therebetween. A small 25
spring.35a is wound around the pivot and has one
end bent around the latch member, as shown in
Tg. 10, and the other end in engagement with
leg 2a, as shown in Fig. 9. A stop 38, which is
engageable by projection 38 of the latch member, 30
limits the movement of that member in one direc-
tion.

The latch member is provided with a latching
nose 40 which is adapted to seat upon the seating
portion 41 at the forward end of member 24c 35
which serves as the latch keeper. 'The said end
is tapered downward, as shown in Fig. 10, so that
{t may ride between the prongs 31. The upper
end of the latch member is formed to provide the
trip 33a. . :

With the device in its inoperative position as
shown, the latch spring maintains the latch in op-
erative position and the supporting member is, in
turn, maintained in inoperative position against
the action of its springs. When the user desires 45
to elevate the iron, slight pressure of the finger
trip of the latch member will disengage the latch
and allow pivotal movement of the handle, thus
allowing the supporting member to rotate under
the impetus of its springs; whereupon, the iron is 50
raised and maintained in tilted position above the
operating surface. When it is desired to again
use the iron, pressure applied to the handle will
cause the iron to move downward about the sup-
porting member pivot as a fulcrum until the iron 55
engages the operating surface. At such time,
the pivotal movement of the handle to permit
automstic latching of the front end thereof will
raise the supporting member through the con-
necting links 16a. Aside from the differences 60
just described, the device is similar in construc-
tion and operation to the previously described
device. -

Tt will be seen from the above description that
a device constructed in accordance with the in- 65
vention embodies simple structure and novel fea-
tures which make the device effective in action
and easy to operate. Although certain specific
forms of the invention have been disclosed herein,
it will be understood that various other forms 7o
and modifications are possible within the scope
of, the invention as defined by the appended
claims. :

We claim: _

1. In a flat-iron, a pivoted handle for said iron, 75
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supporting means pivotally carried at the rear of
sald irén and extending forwardly thereof, and
means operatively connecting said supporting
means to said handle.

2. In a flat-iron, a pivoted handie for said iron,
supporting means pivotally carried at the rear
of said iron comprising a pair of arms extending
forwardly of the iron along the sides thereof, and
means operatively connecting said supporting
means to said handle.

3. In a flat-iron, a pivoted handle for said iron,
& U-shaped supporting member pivotally carried
at the rear of said iron with its arms extending
forwardly of the iron along the sides thereof, and
means operatively connecting said supporting
member to said handle. )

4. In a flat-iron, a pivoted handle for said iron,
supporting means pivotally carried at the rear of
said iron, and extending forwardly thereof, means
for actuating said supporting means relative to
the iron and vice versa, whereby the iron may be

tiltably lifted from an operating surface, and .

means operatively connecting said supporting
means to said handle whereby said supporting
means may be moved to inoperative position.

5. In a flat-iron, a pivoted handle for said iron,’

supporting means pivotally carried at the rear of
said iron and extending forwardly thereof, means
for actuating said supporting means relative to
the iron and vice versa, whereby the iron may be
tiltably lifted from an operating surface, means
cperatively connecting said supporting means to
said handle whereby said supporting means may
be moved to inoperative position, and means for
latching said handle to maintain saig supporting
means in said position.

6. In a flat-iron, a handle for said iron pivoted
near the rear thereof, supporting means pivotally
carried at the rear of said iron and extending for-
wardly thereof, and a link operatively connecting
said supporting means to.the rear of said handle.

1. In g flat-iron, a handle for said iron pivoted
near the rear thereof, supporting means pivotally
carried at the rear of said iron comprising a pair
of arms extending forwardly of the iron along the
sides thereof, and a link operatively connecting
said supporting means to the rear of said handle.

8. In g flat-iron, a hg.ndle for said iron pivoted

near the rear thereof, a U-shaped supporting
member pivotally carried at the rear of said iron
with -its arms extending forwardly of the iron
along the sides thereof, and a link operatively

connecting said supporting member to the rear 5

of said handle. :

9. In a flat-iron, a handle for said iron pivoted
near the rear thereof, supporting means pivotally
carried at the rear of said iron and extending
forwardly thereof, means for actuating said sup- 19
porting means relative to the iron and vice versa,
Wwhereby the iron may be tiltably lifted from an
operating surface, and a link operatively connect-

.ing said supporting means to the rear of said

handle whereby said supporting means may be 15
moved to inoperative position.

10. In a flat-iron, a handle for said iron pivoted -
near the rear thereof, supporting means pivotally
carried at the rear of said iron and extending for-
wardly thereof, means for actuating said support- 20
ing means relative to the iron and vice versa,
whereby the iron may be tiltably lifted from an
operating surface, a link operatively connecting
said supporting means to the rear of said handle
whereby said supporting means may be moved to 25
inoperative position, and means for latching said
handle to maintain said supporting means in said
position, -

11, In a flat-iron, a handle for said iron pivoted
near the rear thereof, a U-shaped supporting 30
member pivotally carried at the rear of said iron
with its arms extending forwardly of the iron
along the sides thereof, spring means arranged
to actuate said supporting member relative to
the iron and vice versa, whereby the iron may be 85
tiltably lifted from an operating surface, a link
pivotally connected at one end to the rear of said
handle and connected at its other end to said
supporting member through a lost-motion con-
nection, whereby said supporting member may 40

-be moved against the force of said spring means

to inoperative position by actuation of said han-
dle, and means for latching the front end of sald
handle to maintain said supporting member in
said position, 45
JOSEPH W. MYERS.
WILLTAM H. GINDER.

iy




