w2012/@23255 A3 | I IO OO 0O 0 LA

(29) World Intellectual Property Organization

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date
5January 2012 (05.01.2012)

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2012/003255 A3

(51)

(2D

(22)

(29
(26)
(30)

(71)

(72)
(79)

International Patent Classification:
G06Q 50/00 (2012.01)

International Application Number:
PCT/US201 1/042487

International Filing Date:

30 June 201 1 (30.06.201 1)
Filing Language: English
Publication Language: English
Priority Data:
12/829,338 1July 2010 (01.07.2010) us

Applicant (for all designated Sates except US): FACE-
BOOK INC. [US/US]; 1601 S. Caifornia Avenue, Palo
Alto, CA 94304 (US).

Inventors; and

Inventors/Applicants (for USonly): AHRENS, Spencer,
Greg [USIUS]; 1601 South California Avenue, Palo Alto,
CA 94304 (US). MARLOW, Cameron, Alexander [US/
US]; 1601 South Cdifornia Avenue, Palo Alto, CA

(74)

81)

(84)

94304 (US). BACKSTROM, Lars, Seren [USUS];
1601 South Cadlifornia Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94304
(US). MISHRA, Chaitanya [IN/US]; 1601 South Cali-
fornia Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94304 (US).

Agent: SPOLYAR, Mark, J.; Baker Botts L.L.P., 2001
Ross Avenue, Suite 600, Dallas, TX 75201 (US).

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind d national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,
AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BR, BW, BY, BZ,
CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DO,
Dz, EC, EE, EG, ES, Fl, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT,
HN, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KM, KN, KP,
KR, KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LY, MA, MD,
ME, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI,
NO, NZ, OM, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RS, RU, SC, SD,
SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN, TR,
TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind d regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, Sz, TZ, UG,

[Continued on next page]

(54) Title: FACILITATING INTERACTION AMONG USERS OF A SOCIAL NETWORK

(57) Abstract: In one embodiment, amethod includes receiving afirst user ac-

_(_SIARJ'_)
'

RECEIVE POST l

602- \i

604-

EXTRACT ONE OR MORE
TOPICS FROM POST

606

DOES
POST CONTAIN

A TRENDING
TOPIC?
608- \J SEND QUERY TO
SEARCH ENGINE
SEARCH FOR
A
610- RELATED POSTS
RETURN SEARCH
612- RESULTS
g FILTER/RANK
614- SEARCH RESULTS
PRESENT RESULTS
A
616- TO USER
( _END )

FIG. 6

tion relating to afirst topic from afirst user, identifying the first topic based on
the first user action, identifying one or more second posts that relate to the first
topic, and transmitting to the first user one or more of the second posts or in-
formation associated with the second posts in a structured document for display
to the first user, the structured document further comprising one or more inter-
active elements that enable the first user to interact with the one or more sec-
ond posts or to respective second users that declared the second posts.
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