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1. 

CORSELETBELTS 

The present invention relates to a stomach flattening cor 
seletware for ladies. 

It is well known that suspender belts, i.e., broad or high belts 
provided with stocking holders, may have a flattening effect 
on the stomach portion of the user, whereby the pull from the 
stockings is utilized to hold the suspender belt in its normal 
position. However, this stabilizing function is not obtained 
when the user does not wear stockings, for example in connec 
tion with the use of slacks or so-called stocking-trousers, and if 
it is desired to use a stomach flattening corselet ware in such 
cases, it is common to instead use a stomach corselet, which is 
shaped as briefs in order to prevent the stomach supporting 
portion of the ware from gliding up along the user's body. A 
corselet ware of this design, however, is inconvenient espe 
cially by toilet visits. An obvious solution of the problem 
would be a simple resilient abdominal belt corselet, but so far 
no such articles have been found successful, since a simple 
belt corselet for ladies will have a natural tendency to displace 
itself upwards from the correct place, especially by rolling up 
of the lower edge of the belt, unless the article is a real corset 
supporting a part of the body larger than just the stomach por 
tion. 

It is the purpose of the present invention to provide a cor 
seletware of the type referred to, which has a stomach flatten 
ing effect without covering more than the stomach portion 
and which remains in a convenient and steady position 
without using a pulling connection downwards, i.e., without 
requiring the use of stocking holders or a connecting portion 
under the crotch. 
According to the invention the belt-shaped corselet is pro 

vided with a substantially vertical steel in both sides, whereas 
the front as well as the back side is shaped with increasing 
height from the middle portion outwards to the said steels, at 
least the back side being made with a concave lower edge, 
while the front side has a central stomach supporting portion 
preferably of unelastic fabric, which is connected with each of 
the said steels by means of a pair of respectively up- and 
downwardly inclined resilient bands. It has surprisingly turned 
out that a belt corselet of this design can remain in a steady 
position and flatten the stomach portion in a suitable manner, 
even if the user moves her body rather violently. The side 
steels used, which may consist of pieces of usual corselet 
steels, seem to be of great importance for ensuring that the 
comparatively narrow belt will ramain in the place desired, 
while the concave rear edge will counteract the tendency of 
the lower edge to roll up; the inclined resilient portions at the 
front side enables a free movability in the same manner as 
known from certain suspender belts, but the use of these por 
tions is considered to be a condition for the practical usability 
of the corselet ware according to the invention. 

In the following the invention is explained in more detail 
with reference to the accompanying drawing which in a per 
spective view shows a preferred embodiment of the corselet 
ware according to the invention. 
At its front side the belt shown has a middle rosette 2 of a 

substantially non-stretchable fabric serving to hold one end of 
a pair of upwardly inclined resilient bands 4 as well as one end 
of a pair of downwardly inclined resiliant bands 6 mounted be 
hind the bands 4. The other ends of these bands, which over 
lap each other practically totally adjacent the rosette 2, are 
sewn together along a slip 8 shaped with an interior channel 
for receiving a corselet steel 10. The rear side of the belt con 
sists of a single piece 12 of elastic fabric having both its top 
edge and its bottom edge curved concavely in approximate 
similarity with the contour of the upper and lower edges of the 
front piece. It seems to be important that at least the lower 
edge of the rear piece shows the said concave curving in order 
to preventitfrom rolling up. 

In unstretched condition the front piece and the rear piece 
are of the same size so that the belt can be packed in flat con 
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dition. Due to the presence of a partly double layer of elastic 
fabric at the frontside, the front piece in use, will be stretched somewhat less than the rear piece so that the steels 10 will be 
situated adjacent the user's sides somewhat in front of the 
middle of the sides. Hereby the flattening effect of the front 
side of the belt is improved. In this position of use the steels 
will normally have their lower half located immediately be 
hind the user's hip bones, and it is believed that this feature is 
important for preventing the belt from upwards displacement. 
Of course, the lower edge of the rear piece may be curved 

more than shown in the drawing. However, the height of the 
middle section of the piece will hereby be reduced in a non 
favorable manner. It would be possible, of course, to provide 
the belt according to the invention with stocking suspenders, 
but it is an outstanding feature of the belt that it may be used 
without such suspenders, since it may assume a well-defined 
and steady position independently of a pulling action in 
downward direction. 

It is within the scope of the invention to let each of the 
elastic bands 4 at the front side be integral with the lower 
bands 6 in the respective opposite sides, i.e., to let the front 
side consist of two intercrossing bands having the rosette 2 
fastened thereto. 
The relative small height of the belt and its location above 

the broadest area of the user's body makes the belt incom 
parable to usual suspender belts, Practice has shown that in 
order to obtain optimal stability and comfort the breadth of 
the elastic bands 4 and 6 should preferably be 6-10 cm, op 
timally 7-8.5 cm. Thus, the maximal height of the belt should 
be 10-20 cm. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A stomach flattening corselet device for use by a person, 

said device being shaped as a resilient belt having front and 
rear portions separated by two substantially vertical relatively 
rigid support members attached to the respective ends of said 
front and rear portions, said belt being positionable around 
the person's midsection such that the vertical centerline of 
said front portion is in substantial alignment with the person's 
navel while the vertical centerline of said rear portion is in 
substantial alignment with the small of the back of the person, 
the rear portion of the belt including a concavely curved 
upper and lower edge whereby the minimum vertical height of 
the rear portion is through its vertical centerline and the max 
imum vertical height of the rear portion is at its ends where it 
is attached to the support member, this concavely curved con 
figuration being effective to prevent upward rolling of the belt 
material, the front portion of the belt including a central sup 
porting piece of substantially non-resilient material from each 
side of which there extends a pair of resilient bands, each pair 
of bands including one band extending in an upwardly inclined 
direction toward one of said support members and another 
band extending in a downwardly inclined direction toward the 
same support member, and wherein the length of said front 
and rear portions is substantially identical when the belt is in 
the unstretched condition whereby in use the support mem 
bers are symmetrically positioned slightly forward of the mid 
dle of the respective sides of the person. 

2. A device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that said 
rear portion consists of a single layer of resilient material ap 
proximately similar to the material used in the resilient bands 
of the frontside. 

3. A device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that said 
supporting piece is shaped as a rosette having curved edges 
secured by stitching to said resilient bands, 

4. A device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that each 
of said pair of bands have their end edges adjacent said sup 
port member in vertical alignment with each other with no 
overlapping and their end edges adjacent the sides of the sup 
porting piece overlapping each other to a substantial degree. 

5. A device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the 
front portion is widest where it is attached to the support 
members and narrowest at its vertical centerline. 
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