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This invention relates to a sign stand; more 
particularly to a stand and frame for displaying 
posters, billboard material or the like. 

It is an object of my invention to provide a sign 
stand whereby sheeting such as paper bearing ad 
Vertising matter, posters orbillboard material may 
be displayed out of doors, such as the sidewalk 
portion adjacentlocalities where gasoline products 
are vended, and to provide a stand whereby poster 
material, either lightweight cardboard, paper and 
the like, may be held in position in a neat and 
tautened condition, and rapid change may beef 
fected without reguiring the skill of a billboard 
paper hanger, and the attendant pasting operation 
in applying billboard material. 
More particularly, my invention has for its ob 

ject the provision of a sign stand whereby bill 
board material, poster paper or the like may be 
held in the fraine of a sign stand mechanically, 
and to have the sign resist the stresses encourat 
ered by exposure to the weather, without the 
necessity for unduly weighting the stand-orgoing 
through the laborious operation of pasting such 
billboard, poster paper or the like in position. It 
is contemplated by my invention to provide a sign 
stand in which a frame element is yieldably Sup 
ported to Swing in the Wind and restore itself to 
normal position, whereby it may perform its 
function for advertising purposes without the 
necessity for anchoring or unduly weighting the 
Stand. 

Still further objects of my invention reside in 
the provision of a sign stand which may be ship 
ped in a knock-down condition, and Which is 
readily installed and 'set-up' by the use of simple 
tools to a rigid condition, While involving low 
cost manufacturing and assembly operations. 
To attain these objects and such further ob 

jects as may appear herein or be hereinafter 
pointed out, Imake reference to the accompanying 
drawing forming a parthereof, in which 

Figure 2 is a perspective View, showing my sign 
stand; 

Figure 2 is a magnified fragmentary Section 
taken on the line 2-2 of Figurel; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary magnified side ele 
vation taken on the line. 3-3 of Figure 2, 

Figure 4 is a front elevation of the sign stand; 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary magnified sectional 

view taken on the line 5-5 of Figure 4; 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 

frame of the stand, with the parts thereof opened 
to show the operation thereof; 

Figure 7 is a perspective exploded view of the 
base and upright, with some of the parts thereof 
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sectionalized, to show the method of assembly 
thereof. 
Making reference to the drawing, there is shown 

a sign stand 1-0 comprising basemembers l, sup 
porting spaced uprights 2-2, between which 
a frame member 3 is supported. It is contem 
plated by neto employbeatsheet metal to secure 
lightness of weight, without sacrificing rigidity, 
whereby the Webs and flanges of these members 
are nested to facilitate assembly and add strength 
and rigidity. 

inaccordance. With this concept, the basemen 
be's t- constitute webs 4, having side branches 
15, to providespaced feet t6. A peripheral flange 

extended from the body thereof rigidifies the 
websif and merges medially into an extension 8, 
from which is stamped or cut the upWardly di 
rected bracing tongue i9, to provide a slot 20. 
The resultant construction provides a loop ar 
ranged to receive the upright 2 comprising a 
channel defined by the Web 2 and the side flanges 
22-22, terminating into a rectangular end 23. 
The opposite end of the upright 2 is tapered at 
24 and is capped with a plate 25 by Welding. A 
boring 26 provides a bearing for the trunnion 2, 
supporting the flange f3, as will be described in 
greater detail hereafter. 
A cross-bar 28 is generally of U-shaped channel 

construction and has its opposite ends 29 provided 
with end plates 30, each of which is preferably 
welded to the cross bar 28 in butt-joint engage 
ment with an end 29 thereof. 
The webs 4 and 2 and the plates 30 are each 

formed with pairs of drill holes 3d, 32 and 33, re 
spectively, each pair equally Spaced so as to be 
aligned when the webs, uprights and cross bar are 
assembled as hereafter described. 
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With the parts so provided, the upright 2 is 
slid into the loop. 20. The plates 30 are designed 
to nest snugly between the flanges 22-22 of the 
upright 12. In this position the drill holes. 31, 32 
and 33 are in alignment and have had passed 
therethrough the bolts 34. The shanks of these 
bolts have applied thereto the nuts 35, to hold the 
uprights loosely in position. 
The frame member 3, previously mentioned, is 

constituted of formed angles 36, 37, Whose 
branches 38, 39 peripherally outline the illus 
trated rectangular frame by mitering. The 
branches 40 and 4f are arranged contiguously, 
sandwiching a backing plate 42, and in this posi 
tion are welded, riveted or otherwise-connected to 
each other. 
The branches 40 and 4 inwardly terminate 

into semicircular segments 43 and 44, providing 
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more or less a cylindrical bead 45 which bulges 
symmetrically to opposite sides of the backing 
plate 42. A strap 46 is welded or otherwise 
attached to the peripheral edges of the branches 
38 and 39 of the angle irons 36 and 3. A sub 
stantially U-shaped strap 47, having branches 
48 and 49, is attached to the upper peripheral 
edge of the strap 46 encircling the frame thus 
far described. 

Each of the branches 48 and 49 carries a trun 
Inion 27, previously described, aligned in opposed 
relationship, each to enter a bearing 26 provided 
in the uprights f2. The trunnions 27 are posi 
tioned nearer the upper edge of the frame 3 
than the center to Weight, the frame in a vertical 
position, however permitting easy pivotal move 
ment about the trunnions 27 in the bearings 26 
afford no greater resistance to a gust of Wind. 
After each trunnion 2 is inserted in the respec 
tive bearing 26, the nuts 35 are tightened on the 
bolts rigidly, to bind the uprights 2 to the base 
members ff. 
The bottom of the external frame t3 is provided 

with corner straps 4, welded or otherwise at 
tached to the peripheral strap 46. 
To the strap 47 there is a fixed a pair of U 

shaped straps 5, whose upright branches 52-52 
terminate in offset sections 53, 53, to provide 
stops for the internal locking frames 54. These 
frames 54 are formed of angle members 55, hav 
ing flanges 56 arranged to nest in parallelism 
with the branches S8, 39 of the external frame 3. 
Inwardly directed branches 5 terminate in sub 
stantially semi-circular ridge portions 58, con 
toured substantially concentric to the beads 43, 
44, previously described. The locking frames 54 
are of a size and configuration conforming to the 
outer main frane defined by the angle irons 36, 
and 37, to be nested therein and to receive Within 
the ridge portion 58 the beaded portion formed 
by the loops 43 and 44. 
The locking frames 54 may each sandwich a 

billboard sheet or poster sheet 59, and when 
brought together, Wedge the terminal portions 6 
between the ridges 58 and the beads formed by 
the portions 43 and 44. Tensioning of the 
frames 54, 54 toward each other against the back 
ing plate 42 serves to tauten the billboard paper 
or poster 59 against the backing plate 42. 
To maintain the aforesaid tautened positioned 

l'esilient fasteners 6 are employed. I have found 
it desirable to use a form of cow fastener in 
cluding a shank 62, which may pass through 
aligned drill holes in the flanges 40, 4 and the 
branches 57 of the locking frame 54. In the illus 
tration six such cowl fasteners are illustrated. 
In the form illustrated the shank of each of the 
cowl fasteners is revolubly anchored in One frame, 
such as the branch 57, with the locking end 62 
having the camming slot 63 arranged to engage 
the cross spring member 64, the ends of which 
are permanently affixed diametrically across the 
drill holes previously mentioned on the opposite 
branch 57 of the locking frame. A cowl fastener 
known under the tradename “Dzus' has been 
found suitable for my purposes, though it will be 
understood that other resilient tensioning fasten 
ers may be employed by me. 

It will be observed that by my device, the outer 
or external frame defined by the backing plate 
42 and the beaded flanges 43 and 44, coupled with 
the inner locking frames 54 carrying the ridges 
58, billboard material 59 in the form of paper, 
posters or the like may be tautened against the 
backing 42. By the provision of resilient fasten 
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4. 
ing elements, the interengaging beads stretch the 
sheeted material 59 in Smooth and drun-tight 
tension, Without the application of paste to the 
backing plate 42. Wendors servicing these signs 
need only unfasten the resilient fastening element 
6 which permit the frames 54 to pivot as shown 
in Figure 6, to the point where they rest against 
the stops 52. In this position, the flexible sheet 
59 may be centered, and as one of the frames 54 
is moved to the nesting position, progressively 
pinching the sheet 54 first at the botton edge 
by the use of the stops 52 and then at the side 
and top edges. The operator in holding the two 
opposed frames against the backing plate 42 may 
thereupon adjust the fasteners 6 with the de 
sired resilient tension, to hold the frame in as 
sembled relationship. 

Flexibility is afforded to the frame assembly 3, 
which is pivoted by the trunnions 27 on the up 
right 2. Free, and easy swinging movement is 
afforded by the off-center suspension of the frame 
assembly 3. Thus, rigid anchoring of the entire 
sign assembly or weighting the same in position 
for all practical purposes is unnecessary as the 
frame assembly 3 will respond to any puff of 
wind and yieldingly swing with it rather than 
upset the sign assembly. As the Wind dies down, 
the frame Swings back to the normal vertical 
position. 

In this way I have provided an exterior sign 
stand which may be readily shipped in knocked 
down condition and quickly assembled, and pro 
vided in the assembled position the rigidity 
requisite for its intended purpose. 

Having thus described my invention and illus 
trated its use, What I claim as new and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent, is: 

1. In a sign, a frame assembly for displaying 
and mechanically holding on opposite faces there 
of sheets of paper having advertising matter com 
prising an external frame element formed of a 
pair of Symmetrical frame elements, each frame 
element being formed of angle sections, one 
branch of said angle sections forming the pe 
riphery of the frame element, the other branch 
being in Wardly directed contiguous to the co 
Operating frame element and united thereto, 
holding therebetween a backing plate, sym 
metrical locking plates, each nested within the 
frame defined by the first pair of frame elements 
and resilient locking means engaging said in 
Wardly directed branches, said locking frames 
comprising angular sectional elements, one 
branch of Which is arranged to lie in parallelism 
With the peripheral branch of the first frame 
element, the other branch of said locking frame 
Section including a locking head cooperating with 
Said first frame element to tauten the sheeting 
material against the backing plate. 

2. In a sign frame assembly for mechanically 
holding on Opposite faces thereof sheets of paper 
having advertising matter or the like, comprising 
an external frame element formed of a pair of 
Symmetrical frame elements, each of which ele 
mentS is formed of angle sections substantially 
at right angles having the branches thereof sub 
stantially at right angles to each other, one 
branch forming the periphery of the frame, and 
the other being inwardly directed, a backing plate 
between said frames joined to said inwardly di 
rected branches of said frames, a beaded segment 
formed on said inwardly directed branches, sym 
metrical locking plates, each formed of angle 
Sections, the branches whereof are substantially 
at right angles to each other, one branch where 
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of being inwardly directed, with the terminal 
edges beaded and complementary to the beaded 
sections of said first angle sections whereby said 
beaded Sections may be brought in nesting posi 
tion, resilient fastening means for joining said 
frame Sections to nest Said beaded sections about 
the edges of Said sheets of paper to tauten the 
same with relation to said backing plate, means 
for pivoting said nested Sections including abut 
ment members adjacent one edge of said frame 
assembly Whereby the sheets of paper may be 
progressively pinched in position between comple 
mentarily nested elements. 

3. In a sign stand having a frame assembly for 
holding on opposite faces thereof sheets of poster 
material, in Which said frame has trunnion ele 
ments extending from each side thereof and up 
rightS having bearing portions Within which said 
trunnions are journalled, said uprights compris 
ing sheet metal formed into channel members, 
a pedestal aSSembly for said uprights compris 
ing base members formed of sheet metal com 
prising a web member, peripheral flanges ex 
tended laterally therefrom defining a loop at a 
medial portion to receive the base of one of said 
uprights, a croSS member having end plates each 
of which is nested within the channel of one of 
said uprights whereby said web of said base, the 
uprights and the end plates are stacked in face 
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to-face contact, and tie members, to hold said 
stacked elements together. 

4. In a sign stand having a frame assembly 
and uprights of channel sections and trunnion 
elements extended from said frame assembly 
journalled in said uprights, the combination 
thereWith of a pedestal assembly for said up 
rights comprising a pair of base elements and a 
croSS member, said base elements being formed of 
sheet metal having a web portion and periph 
erally extended lateral flanges, the medial por 
tion of which defines a loop to receive the base 
of one of said uprights, the channel portion of 
Said uprights being arranged to receive an end 
plate extended from said cross bar in nested posi 
tion therewith, and tie members to join said web 
of Said base material, an upright and an end 
plate. 

HERMAN GREEN. 
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