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This invention relates to a tobacco sled and 
more especially to a tobacco sled having means 
for raising the bottom portion of the container 
carried by the sled so that the tobacco leaves can 
be taken out of the container without the Oper 
ators having to stoop over and reach far down 
into the bottom of the container. 
In the harvesting of tobacco, a sled is drawn 

along between two rows of tobacco. Operators 
strip the leaves, beginning at the bottom up as 
far as they have ripened properly and lay thern 
into a large container mounted on runners and 
which is usually drawn by a mule between the 
rows of tobacco. When the contailler has been 
filled, it is dragged to the place where the tobacco 
leaves are being fastened onto tobacco Sticks 
by a stringing operation and from thence the 
tobacco sticks filled With the tobacco leaves are 
placed in a curing barn for a curing operation. 

Heretofore an ordinary rectangular and elon 
gated container such as a large box has been 
mounted on suitable runners and the leaves of 
tobacco are stripped from the tobacco stalks and 
laid carefully into the bottorn of the box and So 
on until the box is filled at which time it is pulled 
to the point where the tobacco leaves are being 
strung onto the tobacco sticks and then the to 
bacco leaves are taken out in small bunches and 
hold against opposite sides of the Stick, where an 
operator wraps a string several times around One 
bunch and then criss-crosses the string to the 
other side and wraps several turns of the String 
around angther bunch of tobacco leaves and SO 
on until the tobacco stick is filled, at which time 
the end of the string is secured to the tobacco 
stick and the sticks are then ready for depositing 
into the barn. 
This operation entails much back-breaking 

labor in having to stoop clear over and sometimes 
projecting the head of the operator into the top 
of the container so that tobacco leaves can be 
carefully laid along the bottom of the container 
because these leaves must be kept in straightened 
parallel condition at all times. Also when the 
sled has reached the point of stringing, the to 
bacco leaves are removed from the top toward 
the bottom, and, of course, While removing the 
tobacco leaves from the top, no stooping is neces 
sary, but as the contents are removed and as the 
operators have to lean far over to reach the to 
bacco leaves in the bottom of the container, much 
stooping is necessary and it is a very laborious 
proposition. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
tobacco Sled having a container mounted on suit 
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able runners, and the container is in the form 
of a frame instead of a box, though it could be 
a box if desired, and on One edge of the frame 
at the top thereof is mounted a roiler and on 
the opposite edge extending longitudinally of the 
row of tobacco is another roller Which is parallel 
With the first roller, and on these rollers, the ends 
of a piece of canvas or other suitable strong flex 
ible material are secured and the rollers are un 
rolled until the canyas entirely covers the side 
Walls of the frame and rests on the bottom of 
the framework. This would be the position of 
the canvas when the framework is filled with to 
bacco leaves, but preferably, it is better to have 
the canyas first positioned in the position shown 
in dotted lines in Figure 3 and the tobacco leaves 
are then placed onto this canvas, and then when 
it is filled to the top of the frame, one or both of 
the rollers can be unrolled to lower the canvas to 
the position shown in Figure 4, at which time the 
roller's can be rotated one at a time to gradually 
raise the bottom of the canvas portion to thus 
raise the tobacco leaves and make then easily 
accessible from the top. 
Some of the objects of the invention having 

been stated, other objects will appear as the de 
Scription proceeds when taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a top plan View of the sled with 
portions broken away; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the sled looking 
from the lower side of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is an end view of the sled looking from 
the left-hand end of Figures 1 and 2; 

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken along 
the line 4-4 in Figure 2; 

Figure 5 is a detail view showing a portion of 
the upper left-hand corner of Figure 2, with por 
tions insection; 

Figure 6 is a sectional detail view taken along 
the line 6-6 in Figure 1; 

Figure 7 is a sectional detail view taken along 
the line 7-7 in Figure 1. 

Referring more specifically to the drawings, the 
numerals 0 and indicate suitable sled runners 
beveled at each end thereof and having angle 
bars 2 and 3 secured on their outer and top 
edges and cross angle bars 4 are secured between 
these side angle bars 2 and 3 at each end there 
of, and on the end angle bars 4 and 5 are 
mounted suitable planks 6 and IT forming a 
bottom. Rising upwardly from the angle bars 
2 and 3 are corner angle bars 20, 2, 22 and 
23 and suitable intermediate side angle bars 25 
and 26 are secured to these corner angle bars and 
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span the distance between them for strengthen 
ing purposes. At the top of the corner angle 
bars and spanning the distance therebetween are 
top bars 28 and 29. This completes the frame 
Work of the apparatus. 

Secured to the inside Surfaces of Vertical angle 
bars 20 and 22 and top cross bar 29 is a sheet 
metal panel 30. A similar panel 3 is secured 
to the inside surfaces of angle bars 2 and 23 
and cross bar 28 at the other end of the sled, to 
prevent leaves of tobacco from escaping out of 
the container at the remote ends of the sled. 
To the top of the right-hand angle bars 2 and 

23 in Figures 1 and 2 are fixed suitable bearings 
32 and 33 and to the top portions of the corner 
angie bars 20 and 22 at the left-hand in Figures 
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1 and 2, are removable mounted suitable bearings 
35 and 36. Mounted in the bearings 32, 33, 35 and 
36 are the restricted ends 3 of the rollers 40 and - 
4 and the other ends of the rollers are likewise 
restricted and mounted for rotation in the bear 
ingS 32 and 33. 

Each of the portions 37 which penetrate the 
renovable bearings 35 and 36 has a collar 44 
thereon and a hole 45 is formed through the col 
lar 44 and the portion 3. Each of the bearings 
35 and 36 has a Suitable vertically disposed hole 
therethrough and the portions 3 have a Suit 
able transverse bore therethrough. So that pins 
47 may be passed through the bearing portions 
35 and 36 and through the portions 3 to hold 
the rollers 40 and A against rotation. 
A Suitable Crank arm 48 may be paSSed through 

the holes 45 in the collars 44 and through the 
ends 3 of the rollers 40 and 4 whereby rotation 
may be imparted to the roller in which the crank 
i8 is mounted after the pin it has been removed 
from the portion 3 of that particular roller. By 
turning the crank. 48, this particular roller Will 
be rotated, and the canvas will be rolled around 
or let off from the particular roller. This can 
was is indicated by reference character 50 and 
has its two ends fastened by tacking or other 
wise, not shown, to the rollers 40 and 4. Thus, 
with one of the pins 47 in position as shown in 
Figure 6 and with the crank in position on the 
other roller, rotation of the roller in one direction 
with the pin removed for that roller in which 
the crank is disposed will unwind or wind up the 
canvas 50 and cause it to be lowered toward the 
position shown in Figure 4 or elevated to the po 
Sition shown in Figure 3 or even elevated a the 
way to the top of the framework, if desired, 
The botton angle bars have Secured thereto 

Suitable hitch members 52 and 53 So that the 
Sled can be pulled in either direction along be 
tween the rows of tobacco. 

In the drawings and specification there has 
been set forth a preferred embodiment of the in 
vention, and although specific terms are em 
ployed, they are used in a generic and descrip 
tive sense only, and not for purposes of limita 
tion, the Scope of the invention being defined in 
the claims. 
I claim: 
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4. 
1. An improvement in a tobacco sled compris 

ing a framework having a pair of sled runners 
on the lower Surface thereof and having a pair 
of rollers disposed longitudinally along the op 
posite side edges thereof and a flexible sheet 
member having its ends attached to the rollers 
and projecting down into the framework, said 
framework having bearings at each end of the 
rolliers for rotatably Supporting the rollers, said 
framework having a bottom portion therein 
against Which the canvaS may be lowered, said 
improvement comprising each of the rollers hav 
ing a transverse hole therethrough through 
Which a crank may be inserted for imparting 
rotation to the rollers, the bearings at one end 
of the framework having vertically disposed 
holes and each of the rollers having a transverse 
bore therethrough coinciding with the holes in 

- the bearings So that a pin may be inserted 
through the holes in the bearings and the hole 
in the roller for holding it against rotation. 

2. An improvement in a sled comprising a rec 
tanguiar framework open at its top and having 
a, botton and having a pair of spaced runners 
Gunted on the bottom thereof, a hitch disposed 

at each end of the framework for drawing the 
Sane between tobacco rows, said framework hav 
ing bearing members at all four upper corners 
thereof, a roller disposed along each side edge 
of the framework and rotatably mounted in said 
bearings, a flexible canvas member having its 
ends Secured to Said rollers and being adapted to 
fall downwardly inside the framework and to 
'est on the bottom of the framework, said im 
proverinent coin prising each of said bearings in 
Cne end of the framework having a vertically dis 
posed hole therethrough and a hole in the rollers 
Where they paSS through the bearings and into 
which a pin may be inserted after passing 
through the hole in the bearing for holding the 
rollers against rotation, each of the rollers at 
One end thereof projecting beyond the bearings, 
and having a collar thereon and a transverse 
hole passing through the collar and the roller 
Whereby a crank may be inserted in either one 
of the rollers at a time for imparting rotation 
thereto to raise or lower the lower portion of the 
canvas to thereby regulate the height of the 
bottom portion of the canvas onto which tobacco 
leaves are adapted to be deposited, when the pin 
for a particular roller has been removed there 
from to permit rotation of the roller by the crank. 

CHARLESS. H. 
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