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1. D Claims Nos.:
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2. [:I Claims Nos.:
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3. D Claims Nos.:
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6.4(a).

Box No. Il  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Please See Continuation Sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.
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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must

be paid.

Group I, claim(s) 1, 3-9 in part, 10, 12-20 in part, and 21, 41, 42, 44, 45, and 46, drawn to erythropoietic conjugate comprising a
modified glutamine residue.

Group II, claim(s) 2, 3-9 in part, 11, 12-20 in part, 22, 43, 47, and 48, drawn to an erythropojetic conjugate comprising a modified
lysine residue.

Group 111, claim(s) 23-26 in part, 27, and 30 in part, drawn to a method of preparing an erythropoietic conjugate with a mammalian
transglotaminase.

Group IV, claim(s) 23-26 in part, 28, 29, and 30 in part, drawn to a method of preparing an erythropoietic conjugate comprising a
modified glutamine residue.

Group V, claim(s) 31-34 in part, 35, and 38 in part, drawn to a method of preparing an ery thropoietic conjugate comprising a
modified lysine residue with a mammalian transglutaminase.

Group VI, claim(s) 31-34 in part, 36, 37, and 38 in part, drawn to a method of preparing an erythropoietic conjugate comprising a
modified lysine residue with a prokaryotic transglutaminase.

Group VII, claim(s) 39, and 40, drawn to a method of treating anemia comprising administering a therapeutically effective amount of
an erythropoietic conjugate.

The inventions listed as Groups I-VII do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: The technical feature linking
groups I-VII appears to be that they all relate to erythropoietin conjugates. However, Burg et al. U.S. 6,340,742 B1 teaches
erythropoietin conjugates that increase production of reticulocytes and red blood cells. The erythropoietin conjugates have an
increased circulating half-life, plasma residence time, decreased clearance, and increased clinical activity in vivo. Burg et al. also
teaches the method of treatment for anemia using the erythropoietin conjugate.

Therefore, the technical feature linking the inventions of groups I-VII does not constitute a special technical feature as defined by
PCT Rule 13.2, as it does not define a contribution over the prior art.

The special technical feature of Group I is to erythropojetic conjugate comprising a modified glutamine residue

The special technical feature of Group II is to an erythropoietic conjugate comprising a modified lysine residue.
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The special technical feature of Group I is a method of preparing an erythropoietic conjugate with a mammalian transglutaminase.

The special technical feature of Group IV is a method of preparing an erythropoietic conjugate comprising a modified glutamine
residue.

The special technical feature of Group V is a method of preparing an erythropoietic conjugate comprising a modified lysine residne
with 2 mammalian transglutaminase.

The special technical feature of Group VI is a method of preparing an erythropoietic conjugate comprising a modified lysine residue
with a prokaryotic transglutaminase.

The special technical feature of Group VII is a method of treating anemia comprising administering a therapeutically effective amount .
of an erythropoietic conjugate.

Accordingly, Groups I-VII are not so linked by the same or a corresponding special technical feature as to form a single general
inventive concept.
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