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To all whom ztmay concern:

Be it known that I, Bexsamixn EucenNE
CANFIELD, citizen of the United Stafes, re-
siding at Holton, in the county of Jackson
and State of Kansas, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Tempera-
ture-Regulating Means for Pianos and the
Like, of ‘which the following is a specifica-
tion. : . :

It is the object of the present invention

to provide a novel device adapted to. be

. positioned within a piano or piano player,

for the purpose of preventing drying out

“of the sound board, keys, action or pin block.
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This is extremely liable to happen in warm
dry weather or when the instrument is lo-

cated near a fire or in a room heated by

furnace including hot water, hot air,
vacuum base burper, or other source of
heat.

“The device embodying the present inven-
tion is in the nature of a cup which is suit-

‘ably supported within the case of the piano

and conM1i\ila moistened sponge which sup-
plies sufficient moistire to the sound board

. and inner mechanism of the instrument to
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prevent its betoming so dried out as to im-
pair the tone “and action of the instru-
ment. . : :

The invention aims further to so mount
the cup within the instrument that it may
be readily removed for the purpose of sup-
plying it with water. v

In the” accompanying drawings: Figure
1, is a front elevation of a piano, parts be-
ing broken away, showing the invention
applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a vertical trans-
verse sectional view through the device.
Fig. 3 is a similar view on the line 3—3 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the
device, the support therefor being arranged
in a position different from that shown in
Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings. \

As before stated, the invention con-
templates the provision of a cup which is
supported within the case of the instru-
ment and contains a moistened sponge, and
in the drawings the body of this cup'is in-
dicated by the numeral 5 and is preferably
in the form of a hollow, inverted cone which
is closed at its apex. This body, at its
upper end is partly closed by a top 6 which

1is secured thereon and is of inverted frusto-

conical form, the apex or minor end of the
top being open as indicated by the numeral

7. This top is comparativély shallow -as
shown in Figs. 2 and 8 of the drawings.
The sponge, heretofore mentioned, is indi-

cated in the drawings by the numeral 8 and

is inserted part way through the opening 7
so that a portion will project above the
opening, and a portion into the body of the
cup. Prior to inserting the sponge, the
body -of the cup is partly filled with water
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings,
the portion of the sponge which projects
into the body of the cup being immersed in
the water. Inasmuch as’it is desirable that
the device be so constructed that it may be
readily applied to the case of any ordinary
piano, the support for the cup is so ar-
ranged that it may be applied to the in-
terior of any of the walls of the case and
regardless of the position which it assumes,
will support the cup in vertical -position.
As shown in the drawings, the cup support
is formed from a strip bent at opposite
sides of its middle-to form diverging arms
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9 and a connecting portion 10 through which .

latter may be passed serews or other secur-
ing devices 11 for the purpose of securing
the support upon one- of the walls of the
piano case.- Near their extremities, ‘the
arms 9 are bent to form portions 12 lying
in parallel planes, and projecting inwardly
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from each of these portions is 2 headed stud

13. Ears 14 are secured to the body of the
cup at diametrically opposite points and’

project above the top thereof, and each-of _'90

these ears is formed with a key-hole slot 15,
the major end of which is located lowermost.
The cup is assembled with the support by

engaging the studs in the key-hole slots °

so that the'shanks of the studs will rest in
the narrow portions of .the slots as shown
in Fig. 3 of the drawings. - .
From the foregoing it will ' be readily
understood that whether the support _be
mounted upon the underside of the top of

the case of the instrument, upon the inner -

side of the back wall thereof, or upon either
of the side walls, the cup will remain in
vertical position. It will also be under-

stood that the support may be mounted UpOR.., o

the inner side of the desk of the case &s
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings. -Furthermore, it will be understoad
that_the cup may be readily removed from
the support and refilled with water at arl‘kv
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time, by merely lifting it until the heads qf 110
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the studs may pass through the major ends
of the slots 15 in the ends of the arms of
the support.

While there is an advantage in having
the body of the cup of inverted conical form,
inasmuch as the water therewithin will be
absorbed by the sponge to the last drop, it
will be understood that it may be made of
any other desired form. It will further be
understood that due to the fact that the
.top for the cup is of inveérted frusto-conical
form, water absorbed by the upper portion
‘of the sponge will not drip onto the mecha-
{nism of the instrument in which the device
is located but will, on the other hand, be
returned to the body of the cup or retained
-by the portion of the sponge which projects
through tle opening in the top of the cup.

What is clatmed 15—

A device for the purpose described, com-
prising a bail-shaped support having an
intermediate portion constructed for perma-
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nent attachment to the inner side of a piano
case and also having arms extending from
said intermediate portion, a cup pivotally
connected with and capablé of swinging en-
tirely around between the:arms of the.sup-
port, whereby it is adapted to hang upright
in the support, irrespective of the position
thereof, and detachable from said arms for
the purpose set forth; said cup having at
its upper end a top of frusto-conical form
the apex of which is open, and a body of
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absorbent material, of less diameter than .

the top, snugly arranged and secured at an
intermediate point of its height in said open-
ing in the cup top
below the opening.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses. SR
BENJAMIN EUGENE CANFIELD.
Witnesses: {
-P. M. Haus,
A. J. SeasoLp.

Coples of this patent 'may be obtalned for five cents each, by ‘addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washingtoxn, D. C.” i

385

and extending above and -



