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To (t/l, who in, it it 7/ conce712. 
Be it known that I, FRANK COMAN RHEU 

BOTTOM, a citizen of the United States, and 
a resident of Union City, in the county of 
Branch and State of Michigan, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Grave-Vaults; and I do declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the salme, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, and to letters of ref 
erence marked thereon, which form a part of 
this specification. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation 
of a perspective view of the invention com 
plete. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of inven 
tion incomplete and with one of the slabs B 
taken away to show cement filling in full. 
This invention has relation to certain new 

and useful improvements in grave-vaults, 
and more particularly in that form of vault 
described and claimed in my Patent No. 
476,171, dated May 31, 1892; and the inven 
tion consists in the novel construction and 
combination of parts, all as hereinafter de 
scribed, and pointed out in the appended 
claim. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

vault of the above character having all its 
joints Water-tight. 
The present vault is constructed of blocks 

or slabs of concrete, cement, or other suitable 
or imperishable material, as in my said pat 
ent, which are set up in the grave around the 
casket or casket-box. The inner slabs A do 
not make close joints with each other, but are 
spread some distance from each other, the 
spaces being closed by outer blocks B, which 
overlap the blocks A. This construction is 
followed for the two sides and ends of the 
vault, there being usually three of the slabs 
or blocks at the ends, one central inner slab 
A and two outer slabs B, overlapping said in 
ner slab. 
The bottom of the vault is formed of a se 

ries of slabs C, which fit each other closely, 
their meeting edges being hollowed out, as 
indicated at a, so that when two slabs meet a 
trough is formed. 

The top of the vault may be constructed in 
the same manner as in my said patent, Or, as 
shown, it may be similar to the bottom. 
The spaces between the slabs and the cas 

ket or casket-box at the sides and ends are 55 
filled with cement, as are also the troughs C, 
so that every joint is tightly sealed and a 
complete cement box is formed around the 
casket or casket-box. 
For cementing the vault I may use a mix 

ture of Portland cement and sand, which can 
be used dry when so desired, the moisture 
from the earth being sufficient to soon harden 
it, or a mortar may be made at the time of 
using. 
This vault may be used without the outer 

casket-box, or a casket-box having sides and 
ends only may be placed around the casket, 
and after the cement has become set the box 
may be removed. 
The slabs, as will be understood, can be 

readily adjusted upon each other to adapt 
them to graves of different sizes. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The herein-described grave vault consist 

ing of a series of transverse bottom slabs, the 
upper portions of the meeting edges of which 
are cut away and the troughs formed thereby 
filled with cement; side walls consisting of 
inner vertical slabs spaced from each other, 
and outer slabs,covering the spaces and over 
lapping the inner slabs, and cement fillings 
in said spaces; end walls consisting each of 
one inner slab and two outer slabs which 
overlap the inner slab and cement fillings be 
tween the edges of the inner slab and the 
slabs of the side wall; and a top also of slabs 
supported on the side walls, the said bottom 
slabs being of such length that their end por 
tions project laterally beyond the side walls, 
all of said slabs being of imperishable mate 
rial, substantially as specified. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
FRANK COAIAN REEUBOTTOM, 

Witnesses: 
J. W. MCCAUSEY, 
JoHN NESBITT. 
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