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This invention relates to clothes driers and consists of
an. attachment for facilitating the hanging of wash on
the drier.

A very widely favored type of clothes drier is the one
commonly referred to as a clothes tree. It consists of a
vertical mast supported in the ground and carrying at
its upper end a plurality of arms extending upwardly
and outwardly from the center of the mast and rotatable
as a unit thereon: Each of these arms has a plurality
of apertures: evenly spaced along the length thereof.
Ropes are passed through the apertures and constitute
the lines for hanging the wash to dry. The mast is
usually mounted at its lower end in a socket that is
permanently located in the ground and that permits of
the mast being remioved in order that the wash drier may
be stored when not being used. ,

In use¢ of the desctibed drier it is customary to place
a basket of wash on the ground and to individually re-
move each article of wash from thé basket and to hang
the article selected on the line before removing the next.
This makes it necessary for thé person hanging the wash
to repeatedly bend over to get theé wash out of the basket
and to then straighten up all the way to hang the wash
on the lines. Since the bending is almest to the ground,
it is quite arduous for a personr not accustomted to much
physical activity and becomes quite tiring before all the
wash is hung,

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to re-
lieve the strain that necessarily atterids the hanging of the
wash on a tree-type clothes drier as a result of the
repetitions benditig and straightering up of the human
body by the provision of means to support the wash
basket in an easily accessible position.

It is a further object of the invention to provide an
attachment for the clothes drier supporting the wash
basket, that permits the wash basket t6 be selectively
positiotied so as to be most conveniently accessible to
the person hinging the wash.

It is also an object of the invention to make the
clotties drier attachment of a simple construction with
parts that facilitate installation of the device on the

mast, and to make piovision for exchangeable or uni- .

versal parts for associating it with the miast, so that the
invention may, by the selection of appropriately sized
parts, be attached to a mast of any size. The device
is thus of universal application.

Another object of the invention is to provide extensible
parts on the clothes drier attachment, whereby the posi-
tioning of the wash basket support may be chosen so as
to locate the basket in the most accessible location with
respect to the lines on which the wash is being hung.
When the drier is not in use, the extensible parts may be
telescoped into the part of the attachment mounted on
the mast, thus reducing the size thereof and making for
easier storage.

The invention is best illustrated in the accompanying
drawings in which:
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Fig. 1 shows a clothes drier of the tree: type with
the invention: attached,

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the attachment with. the mast
in section, taken:on the line 2—2 in Fig. 1,

Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the attachment, taken on.the
line 3——3-in: Fig. 2,

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the attachment, similar to Fig.
2, but showing the extensible parts telescoped within the
part attached to the mast,

Fig. 5 is a sectional view showing certain details,. taken
on the line 5—5 in Fig. 3, and .

Fig. 6 is a sectional view showing the wash basket sup-
porting platform, taken on the lineé 6—6 in Fig. 4.

In Fig. 1, there is shown the clothes drier attachment
of this invention, installed on the mast 2 of a tree-type
drier. The top of the mast 2 carries a bracket 4 having
four laterally extending yokes 6 spaced 90° apart on
the bracket. The line supporting arms 8 are pivoted at
their inner ends in yokes 6 by pivet pins 10. Centrally
disposed arms 12 are pivoted to the arms 8§ by pins 14,
and maintain the line supporting arms in their outermost
position. When the clothes drier is not in use, the arms
8 may be folded inwardly about their lower ends to a
vertical position and the mast 2. may be removed from
its ground support, for storage until it is next used.

The clothes-drier attachment of this invention is
adapted to be secured to the mast 2 of the drier at a
selected vertical position thereon that makes it easily
accessible to the user. There is provided a yoke 16 which
is attached near its center to the mast. The yoke i6
consists of arms 18 disposed on oppesite sides of the
mast and dan end cross-piece 26 connecting the arms at
one end of the assembly, the parts being assembled by
bolts 22. On the inside surface of each of the yoke
arms 18 there are secured by any suitable means, a pair
of spaced strips 24, which, with the inside surface of
the yoke arm, define a channel for a purpose to be de-
scribed. The yoke 16 is attached to the mast by two pairs
of split blocks 26 fitting between the strips 24 on the yoke
arms 18. Each bloek hds a semi-circular cut out por-
tion 28 on one edge, adapted to fit the surface of the
most. In assembling and attaching the invéntion on
the mast 2, the blocks 26 are positioned between - the
mast and the yoke arms, and bolts 30 are inserted
through the arms and the blocks to secure the assem-
bly in position on the mast. The cut-out portions 28 of
the blocks 26 merely fit the mast locsely so that the
yoke may be rotated on the mast. This fit may be zd-
justed by the bolts 39 so as to give a free fit, permitting
rotation of the yoke on the mast as aforementioned. In
order to position the attachment vertically on the mast
2, a split collar 32 is secured to the mast below the yoke
16 and the blocks 26. Bolts 34 are received in aper-
tures in the collar 32 and are tightened to lock the col-
lar 32 to the mast, locating the yoke 16 in a fixed verti-
cal position on the mast, and supporting it in that posi-
tion.

Telescoped within the yoke 16 is a second yoke 36
comprising arms 38 received within the channels formed
on the inside surfaces of arms 18 of the first mentioned
yoke. The ends of yoke arms 38 disposed inwardly of
yoke 16 are connected by crosspicces 49 to which the
arms are attached by any suitable screw or bolt means 42.
A pair of longitudinally extending strips 44 is attached
to the inside surface of each of the yoke arms 38 in spaced
relation so as to define a channel with the inside surface of
each of the arms 38. The yoke 35 is slidably received
within the channels of the yoke 16. The sliding move-
ment of the yoke 36 into the yoke 16 is limited by cross-
piece 20, while its extending movement out of the yoke
16 is limited by the cross-pieces 40 abuiting against the
mast 2.
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A third yoke 46 is received within the channels on the
arms 38 of yoke 36. The yoke 46 comprises arms 48
sliding within the channels in yoke 36. The arms 48 are
connected at their outwardly disposed ends by a cross-
piece 50 and a second cross-piece 52 spaced inwardly from
the ends of arms 48. Suitable screw or bolt means may
be used to secure the arms 48 to cross-pieces 50 and S2.
The ends of the arms 48 received within the yoke 36 are
open so as to permit free sliding movement thereof within
the yoke 36 and past the mast 2. Thus the clothes drier
attachment of the present invention comprises a first yoke
16 fixed to the mast 2, a second yoke 36, telescoped within
the voke 16 and slidable relatively thereto for a limited
distance, and a third yoke 46 telescoped within the yoke 36
and slidable relatively thereto for a distance limited only
by the necessity of supporting the arms 48 of the yoke 46
within the yoke 36.

Attached to the yoke 46 is a platform 54 for receiving
the wash basket. The platform comprises vertical braces

56 attached to the cross-pieces 50, 52 and horizontally -

extending members 58 secured to the tops of braces 56.
The wash basket supporting platform is defined by slats 69
attached to and exiending between the members 58. The
parts of the platform 54 are most easily assembled with
screws or like means. A receptacle 62 is provided on
the end of the yoke 46 to hold the clothes pins in a con-
venient position and make them readily accessible.

It is desirable that the elements for the clothes drier
attachment be of a light weight construction so as not to
put any excessive strain on the mast. This may be accom-
plished by constructing the attachment of aluminum or if
additional strength is required an aluminum alloy can be
used. Of course, if economy is desired in the manufacture
of the clothes drier attachment, it may be made from
wood, which is satisfactory for devices of this type.

In use, the respective yokes are extended to the desired
distances necessary to accommodate the wash basket in a
convenient position with respect to the lines on the clothes
drier, and may be adjusted by sliding of the yokes as the
wash is hung. The mounting of the clothes drier attach-
ment permits it to be rotated on the mast so as to make
all sections of the line equally accessible. The receptacle
62 permits keeping the clothes pins right at hand, adding
another convenience to the ordinarily troublesome task
of hanging the clothes.

The clothes drier attachment has been described in a
preferred embodiment, but it is apparent that various
modifications may be made without departing from the
spirit of the invention. It is accordingly not intended that

the invention be limited except as set forth in the claims -

which follow.

I claim:

1. An article supporting attachment for a clothes drier
having a vertical mast mounting radiating arms carrying
a series of clothes hanging lines each disposed at a dif-
ferent distance laterally of the axis of the mast comprising
an elongated member having a pair of opposing spaced
arms adapted to be disposed on opposite sides of a mast
and extending laterally to opposite sides thereof and having
means for detachably and rotatably securing the member
to the mast at a selected height beneath the clothes hang-
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ing lines, extensible clothes container supporting means
received between said arms, means on said arms supporting
said extensible means for lateral movement relative to the
mast and adapted to be selectively supported by the elon-
gated member in different positions beneath the clothes
hanging lines of a clothes drier at different distances
laterally outwardly of the clothes drier mast.

2. An article supporting attachment for a clothes drier
having a vertical mast mounting radiating arms carrying
a series of clothes hanging lines each disposed at a dif-
fereat distance laterally of the axis of the most comprising
an elongated member having a pair of opposing spaced
arms adapted to be disposed on opposite sides of the mast
and extending laterally to opposite sides thereof and having
means for detachably and rotatably securing the member
to the mast at a selected height beneath the clothes hang-
ing lines, a second elongated member received between
said arms, clothes container supporting means carried by
the second elongated member, channel means on said
arms facing the mast supporting said second elongated
member for lateral movement relative to the mast, and
said second elongated member adapted to be selectively
supported by the first elongated member in different posi-
tions beneath the clothes hanging lines of a clothes drier
at different positions laterally outwardly of the clothes
drier mast.

3, An article supporting attachment for a clothes drier
having a vertical mast mounting radiating arms carrying a
series of clothes hanging lines each disposed a different
distance laterally of the axis of the mast, comprising, an
elongated member having a pair of opposing spaced arms
adapted to be disposed on opposite sides of a mast and
extending laterally to opposite sides thereof and having
means for detachably and rotatably securing the member
to the mast at a selected height beneath the clothes hanging
lines, a second elongated member comprising spaced
parallel arms teceived between the arms of the first elon-
gated member, channel means on the arms of the first
elongated member facing the mast supporting said second
elongated member for sliding movement relative thereto,
a third elongated member mounting a clothes container
supporting platform slidably received between the arms of
the second elongated member for lateral movement rela-
tive to the mast and supported by said second elongated
member in different positions beneath the clothes hanging
lines of a clothes drier at different distances laterally out-
wardly of the clothes drier mast.
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