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This invention relates to communion services, and more 
particularly, to a communion service wherein the chalices 
are shaped as goblets. 

Briefly, the communion service of this invention com 
prises a tray and a plurality of goblet-shaped chalices, 
cooperating recesses and projections being formed in the 
tray and in the foot of each chalice so as to hold the 
chalices in a desirable arrangement upon the tray, and in 
such position as to be fully in view and readily accessible. 
More specifically, each chalice has a relatively light cup 
portion, a narrow central stem portion and a relatively 
heavy downwardly-flaring foot portion, the foot portion 
being formed with a stepped lower face providing an 
annular flange and a downwardly directed boss spaced 
inwardly from the periphery of the flange. The specially 
shaped foot of each chalice is adapted to seat in a suit- : 
ably shaped chalice retainer formed on the tray. 
The invention provides a communion service which 

is pleasing in appearance and convenient to handle. The 
tray is movable a substantial angle from the horizontal 
without disarrangement of the chalices, and the chalices 
may be readily removed from or replaced on the tray. 
Moreover, the tray is adapted for the usual stacking upon 
other trays of like shape with the chalices in place there 
on, and the tray is shaped for convenient gripping so 
as to be readily removed from a stack. Other features 
will be in part apparent and in part pointed out herein 
after. 
The invention accordingly comprises the elements and 

combinations of elements, features of construction, and 
arrangements of parts which will be exemplified in the : 
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structures hereinafter described, and the scope of the 
application of which will be indicated in the following 
claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, in which one of 
various possible embodiments of the invention is illus- i. 
trated, 

Fig. 1 is a top elevation of the tray of this invention; 
Fig. 2 is a side view of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a top elevation of the chalice of this invention; 
Fig. 4 is a side view of the chalice; 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged section taken on the line 5-5 

of Fig. 1 additionally showing a chalice in place on the 
tray and a second tray and chalice in dotted lines showing 
their relation when in a stack; and, 

Fig. 6 is a side view of a tray with chalices thereon 
illustrating certain tilting features. 

Similar reference characters indicate corresponding 
parts throughout the several views of the drawings. 

Heretofore, communion services have comprised a 
tray provided with apertures in its top and tapered 
tumblers which deeply seat in these apertures. Such a 
service is not completely satisfactory because, although 
safe against disarrangement, the deeply seated tumblers 
are not conveniently accessible for removal from the 
tray. A substantial portion of each tumbler is gen 
erally beneath the top of the tray thus leaving a relatively 
small portion exposed for gripping. In addition, a chalice 
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in the shape of a tumbler is not as satisfactory from the 
viewpoint of appearance and ease of handling as is a 
chalice shaped as a goblet. It has not been practical to 
use goblet-shaped chalices heretofore because such 
chalices do not lend themselves well to the type of tray 
having a perforated top. When the foot of the chalice 
is seated through an aperture in a tray, a substantial 
portion of the chalice is hidden from view and only a 
relatively loose fit is provided. It is the purpose of 
this invention to provide for maximum exposure of goblet 
shaped chalices while at the same time achieving a safe 
seating engagement with the tray. 

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown a tray, 
generally designated 1, in the form of a disc. The tray 
includes a skirt portion 3 shaped as an inverted truncated 
irregular cone and having relatively large top and small 
bottom ends 5 and 7, respectively. A bead 9 is formed 
at the small bottom end 7 of the skirt portion 3 and a 
diaphragm member 11 extends across its relatively large 
top end 9. As shown, the diaphragm has a dished por 
tion 13 around the margin and a central relatively flat 
portion 15 upon which the chalices are to be disposed. 

Chalice retainers 17 are disposed across the central 
portion 15 of the tray in a symmetrical pattern as illus 
trated in Fig. 1. Referring to Fig. 5, each retainer 17 
comprises a button 19 permanently seated through an 
aperture 21 formed in the diaphragm of the tray. The 
buttons have a flat depressed bottom 23 and an up 
standing annular rim 25. While the chalice retainers 17 
are shown as separate members press fitted into the tray, 
it will be understood that they may be formed integrally 
with the portion 15. s 
The chalice of this invention is in the shape of a 

goblet having an upwardly-opening light cup portion 27, 
; a relatively narrow central stem 29 and a downwardly 
flaring foot portion 31. The foot member 31 is formed 
of heavy material such as metal. For exampie, the 
chalice may be formed of silver plated brass, pewter, 
stainless steel or other such heavy metals. Where the 
whole chalice is formed of metallic material, the foot 
member is preferably solid so as to have a low center of gravity. 
As shown, the chalice has a relatively flat base 33 and 

is marginally stepped to provide an annular flange 35 
spaced above the flat base 33 so as to leave a boss 37 
of heavy metal projecting below the annular flange 35. 
Flange 35 is of a diameter substantially greater than that 
of the boss 37, and generally is slightly less than the 
diameter of the upstanding rim 25 of the depressed ele 
ment 17. The boss 37 extending below the flange of the 
chalice is spaced inwardly from the periphery of the flange 
so as to cooperate with the inside of the rim 25. Finally, 
it will be noted in Fig. 5 that the flat bottom 33 of the 
chalice is spaced from the bottom 23 of the button 19 
so as not to be in contact therewith. Thus, the chalice 
placed upon the tray seats solely at the flange 35 on the 
upstanding rim 25. This is for the purpose of improv 
ing the stability of the chalices upon the tray. 
The chalice is so designed as to have a low center of 

gravity, designated CG by way of example in Fig. 5. The 
location of the center of gravity as shown, is such that 
with the goblets empty, the tray may be tipped at an angle 
of 45 from the horizontal, or conversely, the chalice 
may be inclined at an angle of 45° from the vertical be 

is fore an overbalancing of the center of gravity occurs with 
respect to the point of engagement between members 35 
and 25. Overbalancing is measured from the point of 
contact indicated at 37 between the upstanding rim 25 
of the chalice retainer and the flange 35 formed at the 
foot of the chalice. Without the flange or rim 25, this 
limit of pivotal movement would be located at a lower 
point indicated at 39 and the maximum angle of inclina 
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tion would be correspondingly reduced. For example, 
the chalices when empty would then only be movable 
without overbalancing through an angle from the vertical 
as indicated at B which is relatively less than the 45 
angle indicated at A. This feature is of importance in 
asmuch as the tray with chalices thereon is frequently 
passed among the congregation by persons who are rela 
tively unskilled in passing trays. It is of course under 
stood that with fluid in the chalices the center of gravity 
would be slightly higher but the same principle applies. 

Thus, there is provided a communion service where 
in chalices shaped as goblets are substantially completely 
visible and accessible to the congregation, while being 
so seated upon the tray as to permit slanting of the tray 
through a considerable angle (Fig. 6). The rim 25 of 
the chalice retainer further has the advantage of appear 
ing to form a portion of the chalice. 

Moreover, the tray is conveniently manipulated since 
the shape of the skirt portion 3, the dished portion 3 
and the bead 9 form a convenient hand hold. For ex 
ample, the tray may be gripped with the thumb upon 
the dished portion 3 and the fingers wrapped around the 
bead 9. In removing a tray from a stack, the fingers are 
slipped under the relatively small bottom end 7 to lift 
one side of the tray from the top of a stack. Slippage of . 
the tray from the stack is prevented by engagement of 
the bead 9 against the inner edge or shoulder 38 formed 
by the dished portion 13 on the next lower tray of the 
stack on the opposite side from which it is gripped. A 
chalice may be readily removed from a filled tray with 
out danger of upsetting other chalices, since each chalice 
is heavily weighted and movable a substantial angle from 
the vertical without overcentering. 

Since each chalice is substantially completely exposed 
above the top of the tray, it may be readily gripped either 
at the stem or cup portion, as contrasted with the turnbler 
which is only partially accessible when seated through an 
aperture in a tray. Finally, it will be observed that 
chalices may be readily replaced upon the tray after use 
because the chalice retainers tend to center a chalice 
which is not initially placed upon the retainer in an accu 
rate alignment therewith. 

It will be noted that the inwardly and downwardly 
tapered form of the skirt 3 provides a notch-like crevice 
between stacked trays (Fig. 5) into which the fingers 
may readily be inserted for lifting one tray from another. 

It will be understood that certain advantages of the 
invention can be obtained by reversing the positions of 
the members 19 in the diaphragm 15, so that they present 
upwardly extending convex forms instead of concave. 
In such event the chalices are made correspondingly hol 
low under the flaring foot portion 31 for cooperatively 
fitting with such convex portions. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that the several 
objects of the invention are achieved and other advan 
tageous results attained. 
As many changes could be made in the above construc 

tions without departing from the scope of the invention, 
it is intended that all matter contained in the above de 
scription or shown in the accompanying drawings shall 
be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 

I claim: 
1. A chalice of goblet form for a communion service 

comprising a relatively light upper cup portion, a central 
stem and a solid relatively heavy downwardly flaring foot 
portion having a central flat base, said flat base being 
marginally stepped upward and outward to provide a 
peripheral flange extending radially outward above said 
flat base, whereby the chalice is adapted to rest upon 
any appropriate flat surface when not in a communion 
tray socket, said flange being engageable with the margin 
of any communion tray socket which will just accept 
the unstepped portion of said fiat base. 

2. A chalice made according to claim 1, wherein said 
unstepped portion is shallow, so that said flat base is 
acceptable also in shallow closed sockets of the class 
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described while said flange rests on said socket margin. 

3. In combination, a communion tray consisting of 
an upper diaphragm surrounded by a skirt extending 
downward and inward, said diaphragm having a group 
of closed-bottom shallow sockets and a marginal shoulder 
of Substantial width surrounding said group of sockets, 
said skirt having a lower portion adapted to engage within 
the shoulder on another tray when similar trays are 
Stacked, so as to effect alignment between them, chalices 
comprising relatively light upper cup portions, central 
stems and solid relatively heavy downwardly flaring foot 
portions having flat bottoms which are marginally stepped 
to provide peripheral flanges above the flat bottoms, 
said flanges being engageable with the margins of Said 
sockets in the diaphragm while the flat bottoms are spaced 
from the closed bottons of the sockets, the height of 
the chalices above said diaphragm when associated there 
with being less than the distances between diaphragms 
when the trays are stacked, said chalices being also ca 
pable of independently standing upright on their fiat bot 
toms when located upon any flat surface independent of 
the tray. 

4. In a communion service, a tray comprising a skirt 
of substantial depth formed of hollow truncated generally 
downwardly converging shape so as to have large and 
small ends, a bead formed at the small end of the skirt, 
an upper diaphragm across the large end of the skirt, 
said diaphragm having a marginal portion around a de 
pressed central area, said depressed area being of the 
same outline as said bead and only slightly larger for the 
reception and alignment thereon of the bead of another 
tray, said depressed central area having a plurality of 
chalice retainers thereon constituted by downwardly 
bulged portions for cooperation with inversely formed 
portions on the bottoms of chalices to be supported upon 
the upper diaphragm, the assembly of diaphragin and 
skirt being hollow and open at the lower end and of Suff 
cient depth internally to accommodate chalices on a 
diaphragm of a second assembly therebeneath when the 
first assembly is stacked on a second similar assembly 
therebelow, said marginal portion of the diaphragin out 
side of said depressed central area being of width sub 
stantially equal to the radial distance between upper and 
lower ends of the skirt due to the taper of said skirt. 

5. In combination, a communion tray consisting of a 
diaphragm surrounded by a skirt extending downward 
and inward, said diaphragm having a group of shallow 
closed and substantially flat pockets and a marginal 
shoulder of substantial radial width surrounding said 
group of pockets, said skirt having a lower edge portion 
adapted to engage with and extending inward within the 
shoulder of another similar tray when several trays are 
stacked, so as to effect alignment between trays, chalices. 
engageable with said pockets, said lower edge portion 
of the skirt surrounding a bottom opening sufficiently 
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large to accommodate all chalices on a lower tray when 
the first-mentioned tray rests and is centered thereon, 
substantially all of the height of said chalices being above 
the supporting diaphragm, the distances between dia 
phragms when a plurality of the trays are stacked being 
greater than the height of the chalices above the dia 
phragms, the bottoms of said chalices being solid to pro 
vide weight to lower their centers of gravity, said bottoms 
having marginal portions engageable with the margins 
of their respective pockets. 

6. The combination as specified in claim 5, wherein 
said skirt converges conically in the downward direction. 
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