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of the fabric, as just referred to. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL J. SIMMONS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Bos 
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas 
sachusetts, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Garment-Clasps, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. 
The invention consists in a simple, practi 

cal, and convenient garment-clasp of novel 
and improved character and construction, 
admitting of being manufactured readily and 
economically. 
The invention will be described first with 

reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which I have illustrated the best embodiments 
thereof which I have yet contrived, after 
which the distinguishing characteristics of 
the invention will be particularly pointed out 
and distinctly defined in the claims at th 
close of this specification. w 
Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective 

of one embodiment of the invention. Fig. 2 
is a View showing a similar embodiment in 
front elevation, but with different provisions 
for attachment to its support. Fig. 3 is an 
edge view of the embodiment that is shown 
in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a view showing in front 
elevation another embodiment of the inven 
tion. 
My clasp comprises, essentially, a body 1 

and a bail or retainer 2. The said bail or re 
tainer is connected with the said body in a 
manner which enables it to swing frontward 
from the said body to enable the fabric or the 
like which is to be held to be introduced into 
place between the jaws or interengaging por 
tions of the body and the bail or retainer and 
to enable it also to be swung back into its nor 
mal position. The dotted-line position of the 
bail or retainer in Fig. 3 shows the same car 
ried forward from the body for the admission 

The ful 
lines in the various figures show the parts in 
their normal and engaged relation. 
The body is suitably constructed for con 

nection with the article of wearing-apparel or 
other article which is to constitute a support 
therefor. The body 1 is formed with a jaw, 

as at 3, for engagement with the fabric, and 
the swinging bail or retainer 2 likewise is 
formed with an engaging portion or jaw, as 
at 4, coacting with the said jaw. 3. The bail 
or retainer has at the opposite sides thereof 
spring-arms, which at their upper or free ex 
tremities are engaged loosely with guides, as 
55, with which the body 1 is provided. The 
loose connection of the arms of the bail or re 
tainer with the said guides permits the bail 
or retainer to swing from the full-line position 
of Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4 into the dotted-line po 
sition of Fig. 3 and back again into the said 
full-line position. The guides 55 are oppo 
sitely inclined, as shown, the object of Which 
is to compel the bail or retainer to move end 
Wise-that is to say, in the direction of the 
length of the clasp-when the arms are caused 
to move simultaneously either toward or from 
each other. Compression of the said arms 
toward each other by hand is intended to Oc 
casion endwise movement of the bail or re 
tainer 2, such as will carry the jaw or engag 

55 

ing portion 4 of the said bail or retainer lon 
gitudinally away from the jaw 3 of the body 
1, disengaging these two portions from each 
other and, should the fabric have been pre 
viously in place between them, freeing the 
said fabric. The spring action of the arms 
causes them on being freed from the compres 
sion to expand or move away from each other 
along the guides, thereby causing them auto 
matically to produce endwise movement of 
the bail or retainer in the opposite direction 
to that movement thereof which was pro 
duced by the compression of the arms, and 
thereby causing the jaw or engaging portion 
4 to be moved toward the jaw 2, so as to clamp 
the fabric if it has been introduced into proper 
position between the two. 

Preferably I form the body 1 of a piece of 
sheet metal stamped into the desired shape. 

75 

9o 

I usually give to the said piece of metal a 
substantially T shape, as shown. The said 
body is formed or provided at its head with 
some means of attaching it to the article With 
which it is connected in use. Figs. 1 and 4 
are intended to represent clasps adapted for 
use as stocking-supporters. To this end the 
head of the body 1 is formed with a trans 
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Verse slot 6 for the passage therethrough of 
a Supporting band or tape or the like. Figs. 
2 and 3 are intended to illustrate the adapta 
tion of the clasp for use as a skirt-supporter, 
and to this end the head of the body 1 is 
shown formed with a projection constituting 
a hook, as 7, to engage with a belt or to enter 
a slit in a waist, corset, or the like. The 
guides 55 are produced in the case of the 
illustrated embodiments of the invention by 
forming slots in the head of the T-shaped 
body 1, as shown, these slots being of suffi 
cient length to provide for the lateral play or 
movement of the two arms of the bail or re 
tainer 2, which is required in order to occa 
sion the endwise movement of the said bail 
or retainer relatively to the body. These 
slots have the necessary slant or obliquity to 
give an endwise movement of the required 
extent to the bail or retainer, and they are 
Oppositely inclined or divergent, in order 
that as the arms are compressed toward each 
other the said slots may act simultaneously 
in Occasioning the movement of the bail or 
retainer in one direction and that when the 
Said arms are relieved from pressure and al 
lowed to expand or separate the said slots 
may act simultaneously to occasion a move 
lment of the bail or retainer in the other di 
rection. Preferably I form the bail or re 
tainer of a suitable length of spring-wire bent 
into substantially U shape, with its arms 
flaring or separating from each other some 
What at their free extremities and with the 
Said extremities passed through the slots and 
bent upon themselves or headed down, so as 
to prevent them from becoming disengaged. 
The best results are secured by coiling upon 
itself the wires of which the bail or retainer 
is composed at or adjacent to the transverse 
portion or bend in the wire which constitutes 
the lower end of the bail or retainer. This 
brings into play to the best advantage and 
most completely the resiliency of the wire. 
Thus in Figs. 1, 2, and 3I have shown the wire 
as formed into an elliptical or transversely 
elongated coil of moderate proportions, the 
upper portion of the said coil constituting 
the engaging portion or jaw 4, which coacts 
with the jaw 3 on the body 1. In Fig. 4 I 
have shown a small turn or coil in the wire 
Composing the bail or retainer at each side of 
the engaging portion of the said bail or re 
tainer, which coacts with the jaw 3 of the 
body 1. 
The jaw 3 of the body1 preferably is formed 

integral with the said body, and in the pres 
ent instance it is formed by bending over the 
extreme portion of the stem of the said body 
that is to say, the lower end of the said body 
so as to produce a substantially U-shaped 
jaw, into which the fabric that is to be held 
is forced by the jaw or engaging portion 4 of 
the bail or retainer. In Figs. 1, 2, and 3 the 
arrangement of the guides 55 and of the jaws 
3 and 4 is such that the expanding movement 
of the spring-arms of the bailor retainer draws 
the bail or retainer upward and forces the fab 
ric from below into the opening on the under 
side of the jaw 3. The compression of the said 
jaws toward each other forces the bail or re 
tainer downward. In Fig. 4 the reverse is the 
case-that is to say, when the Spring-arms 
of the bail or retainer expand they operate to 
force the bail or retainer downwardly, so as to 
press the fabric from above into the hollow on 
the upper side of the jaw or retainer 3, and 
when the said arms are compressed toward 
each other the bail or retainer is drawn up 
wardly. 

It will be obvious that various changes may 
be made in the form and construction of my 
clasp without involving a departure from the 
principle of the invention, and that the clasp 
is applicable to a great variety of uses. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The improved clasp comprising the body 

provided with oppositely-inclined guides and 
the jaw for the fabric, and the swinging re 
tainer to compress the fabric against the said 
jaw, having spring-arms with the ends thereof 
loosely engaged with said guides, whereby by 
movement of the said arms toward and from 
each other along said guides endwise move 
ment of the said retainer is caused. 

2. The improved clasp comprising the body 
plate provided with the oppositely-inclined 
guides and with a jaw for engagement with 
the fabric, and the swinging retainer to com 
press the fabric against the said jaw, formed 
of wire coiled upon itself, substantially as de 
scribed, and having the ends of its arms en 
gaged loosely with the said guides, whereby 
by movement of the said arms toward and 
from each other along the said guides endwise 
movement of the said retainer is occasioned. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

SAMUE, J. SIMMONS. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM. O. SIMMONS, 
CHAS. F. RANDALL. 
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