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This invention relates generally to-shoe
counters, and has for its predominant object
the production of a shoe counter which is so
shaped and constructed that much of the dis-

5 comfort experienced heretofore in the use of
shoes provided with counters as formerly
made is eliminated. ,

It is very well known that prior to this in-

vention the counters of many shoes were the

10 source of much discomfort to the wearers of
shoes provided with such counters, because of
the fact that said counters were so shaped
that when the shoes were spread laterally in
inserting the feet thereinto, and at times in

15 the use of the shoes, the top edges of the
counters at the rear portions thereof were
moved forwardly with respect to the remain-
der of the counter, in a manner to cause the
top edges of the shoes at the rear or heel por-

20 tions thereof to bite into the feet of the wear-
ers of shoes.

It is my theory that this forward move-
ment of the rear portion of the top edge of a
shoe provided with a counter of the type

25 formerly employed resulted from the fact
that the rear portion of the counter was of
substantial height and curved upwardly. at
its top portion, which caused a hinging ac-
tion to take place at the designated portion

30 of the shoe when the counter was spread lat- -

erally.

To eliminate the annoying forward move-
ment of the top edge of the heel portions of
the shoes referred to above, I have devised the

35 counter disclosed herein, which, briefly stat-
ed, is constructed just as were the counters
formerly employed except that my counter at
the top of the side and rear walls thereof is of
substantially less height than were the coun-

40 ters formerly employed. This has the effect
of eliminating the forwardly curved portion
of the rear wall which heretofore formed a
part of a shoe, whereby the trouble caused by
said portion is also eliminated. Also, the up-

45 per edge of the counter at-the rear thereof
1s shaped so as to give to the wearer of shoes
provided with my. improved counters the
maximum comfort at the rear portions of the
shoes. : s

50  Whether or not my theory is correct as to

spread laterally, and as already stated, this -

the reason for the elimination of the annoy-
ing forward movement of the top edge of the -
heel portion of the counter, it has been posi-
tively ‘proved in practice that such move-
ment. is entirely eliminated in the case of a 53
counter shaped in:accordance with this in-
vention; and the elimination of such- move-
ment results solely from the reduced height
and ‘improved shape at the top edge of the
heel portion of the counter, as this is the only %0
change which has been made over the counte
formerly employed. o e
‘Fig. 1 is a plan view of my improved
counter. : R :
Fig. 2 is a section on line 2—2 of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a plan view :of a counter in a

spread condition.” < - ..

In the drawing, wherein is shown for the
purpose of illustration; merely, one embodi-
ment of the invention; A designates my im-
proved counter as a:whole.. The counter- A

1s constructed generally in the manner com-
.mon to counters of the type usually employed

in shoes, that is to sav,said counter is formed

of fiber, or other suitable material, and is 75

shaped to fit into the heel portion of a shoe,

and said counter is provided with the usual

laterally extended flange portion B.  The

top and forward edges of the side walls of

the counter A are curved, as shown, and said 80

top edges incline upwardly from said curved

portions C toward the rear or heel portion

of the counter, as indicated at D in Fig. 2.
Prior to this invention the edges D of shoe

counters extended in a substantially straight 8

line to the rear or heel portions of the coun-

ters, as suggested by the dotted line E in Fig.

2, and as a result of this condition the height

of the counters formerly used was greater

than the height of the improved counter dis- #°

closed herein, and also because the curvature

F at the rear of the counters were continued to

meet the top edge portion E, the rear portion

of a counter so constructed was provided with

a forwardly extended portion G. It has been %2

found that the forwardly extended portions

(3. of counters constructed -as heretofore

moved forwardly with respect tothe remain-

der of the counters when said counters were 100
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tendency for the portions G to move for-
wardly caused said portion to bite into the
feet of the users of shoes so constructed,
whereby great discomfort was caused to said
wearers.

The prime object of this invention is to
produce a shoe counter which will not cause
the discomfort referred to,-and said object
is accomplished by shaping the top edge of
10 the heel portion of the counter A, as shown at

Hin Figs. 2 and 8, and by reducingthe height

of the rear portion of the counter. By redue-

ing the height of the counter at the rearthere-

of as described, the objectionable forwardly

15 extended portion G is removed, whereby for-

ward movement of the top-edge of the rear

wall of the counter is eliminated when-said

counter is spreal laterally. Also, my im:

proved counter has a shorter fitting line

20 Which renders- the -counter capable of more

universal use and reduces the stock of differ-

ently sized counters.necessary ‘to-be main-

tained on hand. :Furthermore, the more or

 dess-motched rear portion of the counter as

o5 best illustrated in Ifig. 3 eliminates to.a large

extent folding or puckering of the top. edge

portion of the counter at ‘the rear portion of
the -counter. T ' :

T claim: : :

30 A shoe counter having wing portiens pro-

vided-with an upper-edge which slopes up-

-wardly to the back of the counter, said upper

edge at its center having -an -arcuate cutout
_ therein, whereby to form .a relatively slight
85 depression, without, in any way. weakening
the center -structure, .and -whereby the ten-

" dency of the formation of -an:inwardly ex-

tending overhang is-avoided when the coun-
ter is incorporated in a shoe: :

40 . In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
hereunto.affix my signature.

.. JOHN W. LAKE.
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