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Garment  hanger. 

The  spacing  between  each  location  bar  (9)  and  the 
associated  portion  of  the  support  bar  (4)  and  the 
resilience  of  each  location  bar  (9)  is  such  that  a 
garment  of  greater  width  than  the  length  of  the 
support  bar  may  be  laid  across  the  hanger,  releas- 
ably  held  by  the  gripping  means  (5).  and  returned 
behind  the  hanger  with  extreme  portions  of  the  gar- 
ment  width  received  and  located  between  the  sup- 
port  bar  (4)  and  the  respective  location  bars  (9). 

@  A  garment  hanger  is  described  which  has  a 
support  bar  (1),  suspension  means  (2)  for  supporting 
a  central  portion  of  the  support  bar  from  a  hanging 
rail  or  the  like,  and  respective  gripping  means  (5)  at 
or  adjacent  the  opposite  distal  extremities  of  the 
support  bar,  adapted  to  receive  and  releasably  hold 
a  thickness  of  material  of  a  garment  supported  by 
the  hanger.  The  hanger  also  comprises  respective 
location  bars  (9)  which  extend  for  a  substantial  por- 
tion  of  the  length  of  the  support  bar  and  generally 
therealongside  on  either  side  of  the  central  porion. 
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GARMENT  HANGER 

This  invention  relates  to  garment  hangers.  It  is 
particularly  concerned  with  hangers  adapted  for  the 
display  in  a  retail  store  of  garments  such  as  lin- 
gerie. 

It  is  the  common  practice  in  retail  stores  to 
display  garments  for  sale  from  a  hanging  rail.  This 
practice,  formerly  restricted  to  jackets,  suits,  coats 
and  other  items  of  outer  wear  is  now  of  almost 
universal  application  even  for  relatively  light  weight 
garments  such  as  swimwear  and  lingerie  which, 
formerly,  would  have  been  packaged  in  a  film 
wrapping  or  a  cardboard  box.  Nowadays,  custom- 
ers  wish  to  see  and  to  touch  a  garment  before  they 
purchase  it. 

Whether  the  garment  hanger  is  removed  from 
the  garment  at  the  point  of  sale  or  is  left  on  the 
garment,  and  therefore  effectively  given  away  with 
each  purchase,  the  same  ideal  requirements  exist. 
Any  garment  hanger  should  be  inexpensive  and  of 
virtually  universal  application;  in  particular,  it  must 
be  capable  of  supporting  garments  of  different 
sizes,  for  example  knickers  with  a  different  size 
waist  band.  It  is  simply  unacceptable,  both  in  terms 
of  the  labour  cost  involved  and  in  terms  of  the 
need  to  maintain  a  variety  of  different  stocks,  to 
support  garments  of  different  sizes  on  hangers  of 
different  sizes. 

One  approach  to  this  problem  has  been  the 
development  of  various  forms  of  telescopic  or 
spring  loaded  hangers  which  can  automatically  ad- 
just  for  different  size  waist  bands.  Such  hangers 
are  relatively  expensive  to  manufacture,  not  always 
fully  reliable  with  repeated  use,  and  they  tend  to 
stretch  the  waist  band. 

An  alternative  approach  has  been  the  design  of 
so-called  "wish  bone"  hangers  in  which  the  springi- 
ness  of  the  plastics  material  from  which  these 
hangers  are  made,  combined  with  a  generally  bow 
shape  provides  for  a  degree  of  accommodation  for 
garments  of  different  size  waist  bands.  Although 
such  hangers  have  enjoyed  a  success,  they  tend  to 
be  relatively  large  and  relatively  flimsy  in  construc- 
tion  and  so  are  not  ideal  for  repeated  use. 

A  further  approach  is  exemplified  by  British 
Patent  Specification  2181046  in  which  there  are  a 
plurality  of  support  elements  inboard  of  the  outer 
extremities  of  the  hanger.  Either  the  garment  is 
suspended  between  two  such  support  elements 
separated  by  a  width  corresponding  to  the  size  of 
the  waist  band  (obviously  there  must  be  a  degree 
of  stretch  or  the  garment  will  not  be  supported);  or, 
as  suggested  in  Specification  2181046,  the  gar- 
ment  may  be  mounted  about  the  outer  most  sup- 
port  element,  with  the  return  portion  looped  about 
one  of  the  more  inboard  supports. 

Hangers  with  such  constructions  have  also 
achieved  a  measure  of  success  though  they,  too, 
also  entail  a  necessary  stretch  of  the  waist  band  in 
order  to  support  the  garment  adequately.  Retailers 

5  tend  to  err  on  the  side  of  over-stretching  the  waist 
band  when  mounting  the  garment  to  the  hanger 
since  there  is  nothing  so  discouraging  in  a  retail 
store  as  to  find  a  pool  of  garments  beneath  a 
display  stand  which  have  become  detached  from 

70  their  hangers.  One  problem  encountered  with  hang- 
ers  of  the  kind  illustrated  in  British  Patent  Speci- 
fication  2181046  is  that  whereas  the  retailer  can 
readily  mount  garments  on  the  hanger,  looping  the 
end  of  the  waist  band  around  an  appropriate  in- 

75  board  support  on  its  return,  this  manner  of  support 
is  not  so  obvious  to  the  retail  customer  who  may 
detach  a  garment  from  the  hanger  in  order  better 
to  see  whether  any  particular  garment  is  the  right 
size  or  suits  the  wearer.  Thereafter  they  may  at- 

20  tempt  to  place  the  garment  back  on  the  hanger  if 
they  decide  not  to  purchase  it  but,  without  being 
aware  that  the  end  of  the  waist  band  must  be 
looped  about  an  inboard  support  element,  they 
sometimes  find  that  they  simply  cannot  see  how  to 

25  fit  the  garment  back  on  the  hanger  and,  may  sim- 
ply  allow  the  garment  to  fall  on  the  floor. 

Another  deficiency  inherent  in  the  hanger  de- 
scribed  and  illustrated  in  British  Patent  Specifica- 
tion  2181046  is  that  it  is  suitable  only  for  garments 

30  with  a  waist  band.  There  is  no  way  in  which  such  a 
garment  hanger  may  be  used  to  mount,  say,  a 
bikini  top  and  pants. 

A  garment  hanger  designed  to  mount  a  set  of 
garments,  such  as  a  bikini  top  and  pants  or  to 

35  mount  any  one  of  a  variety  of  garments  is  pro- 
posed  in  British  Patent  Specification  2,206,041.  To 
achieve  this  it  is  provided  with  a  plurality  of  grip- 
ping  means  or  clips  at  each  end  of  a  support  bar. 
Thus  2,206,041  discloses  a  hanger  comprising:  a 

40  support  bar;  suspensions  means  (in  the  form  of  a 
hook)  for  supporting  a  central  portion  of  the  support 
bar  from  a  hanging  rail  or  the  like,  so  that  the 
support  bar  is  supported  generally  horizontally  in 
operation;  and  respective  gripping  means  (in  the 

45  form  of  clips)  at  opposite  distal  extremities  of  the 
support  bar,  adapted  to  receive  and  releasably  hold 
a  thickness  of  material  of  a  garment  supported  by 
the  hanger.  The  hangers  described  in  detail  in  GB 
2,206,041  A  each  have  three  clips  at  each  end  of 

so  the  support  bar,  two  of  which  extend  lengthwise  of 
the  support  bar  (one  above  and  one  beneath),  with 
their  openings  directed  inwardly,  and  the  third  posi- 
tioned  vertically,  with  its  opening  directed  down- 
wardly.  As  explained,  the  purpose  of  this  plurality 
of  clips  is  that  the  hangers  described  may  be  used 
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to  the  accompanying  drawings,  in  which:- 
Fig.  1  shows  a  side  elevational  view  of  a  pre- 
ferred  embodiment  of  garment  hanger  construct- 
ed  in  accordance  with  the  present  invention; 

5  Fig.  2  shows  an  end  elevational  view  of  the 
hanger  of  Fig.  1  as  seen  from  the  left  in  Fig.  1; 
Fig.  3  shows  an  underneath  plan  view  of  the 
hanger  of  Figs.  1  and  2; 
Fig.  4  shows  a  scrap  sectional  view  to  an  en- 

10  larged  scale  taken  along  th  eline  IV-IV  in  Fig.  1  ; 
and 
Fig.  5  shows  a  scrap  sectional  view  to  an  en- 
larged  scale  taken  along  the  line  V-V  in  Fig.  1  . 
The  preferred  embodiment  of  garment  hanger 

75  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  present  inven- 
tion  illustrated  in  the  accompanying  drawings  is 
suitably  moulded  from  plastics  material  such  as 
polypropylene  or  nylon  and  comprises  a  support 
bar  generally  indicated  1  and  a  suspension  means, 

20  here  in  the  form  of  a  conventional  hook  2.  The 
support  bar  1  has  a  central  portion  3  to  which  the 
hook  2  is  attached  and  portions  4  extending  out- 
wardly  from  the  central  portion  on  opposite  sides 
thereof.  At  the  distal  extremity  of  each  such  portion 

25  4  of  the  support  bar  are  located  respective  gripping 
means  5. 

The  gripping  means  5  may  take  various  forms 
but  are  preferably,  as  here  illustrated,  of  a  conven- 
tional  form,  namely  a  one-piece  plastics  crocodile 

30  clip  in  which  the  respective  jaws  6  and  7  which  are 
formed  with  serrations  8  may  be  separated  to  in- 
sert  a  thickness  of  material  of  a  garment  to  be 
supported  by  the  hanger,  the  inherent  resilience  of 
the  material  of  the  clip  serving  to  bias  the  clip  5 

35  towards  its  closed  configuration,  thereby  releasably 
to  hold  the  said  thickness  of  material.  In  the  pre- 
ferred  arrangement  illustrated,  the  opening  between 
jaws  6  and  7  points  generally  downwardly  when  the 
hanger  is  suspended  from  the  hanging  rail  or  the 

40  like  by  means  of  the  hook  2. 
Extending  generally  alongside  the  portions  of 

the  support  bar  4  on  opposite  sides  of  the  central 
portion  3  are  respective  location  bars  9.  As  can  be 
seen,  the  location  bars  extend  along  a  substantial 

45  portion  of  the  length  of  the  support  bar  on  either 
side  of  the  central  portion.  As  the  extreme  distal 
end  portion  10  of  the  support  bar  forming  in  effect 
one  jaw  7  of  the  crocodile  clip  5  points  generally 
downwardly,  the  end  portion  11  of  each  location 

so  bar  9  is  similarly  curved  to  extend  downwardly. 
As  can  be  seen  from  Fig.  4,  both  the  support 

bar  and  the  location  bar  are  formed  with  a  gen- 
erally  l-shape  in  section.  This  configuration  pro- 
vides  a  good  balance  between  strength  and  light- 

55  ness.  The  hook  is  generally  similarly  formed.  It  will 
be  noted  from  Fig.  5,  however,  that  end  portion  1  1 
of  each  location  bar  is  formed  with  a  lesser  overall 
thickness  than  the  location  bar  over  the  greater  part 

to  support  a  variety  of  different  garments.  There  is 
no  provision  expressly  provided  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  garments  of  widely  different  sizes. 

There  is  a  continuing  need  for  new  and  im- 
proved  garment  hangers  particularly  adapted  for 
the  mounting  of  garments  such  as  lingerie  or  swim- 
wear  for  retail  sale,  which  hangers  are  relatively 
inexpensive,  relatively  robust,  readily  adaptable  to 
the  mounting  of  garments  of  different  sizes  and 
which,  preferably,  are  capable  of  mounting  a  vari- 
ety  of  different  garments,  and  preferably  several 
garments  of  a  set  simultaneously. 

The  present  invention  has  arisen  from  our  work 
in  seeking  to  resolve  these  difficulties  in  the  provi- 
sion  of  improved  garment  hangers. 

In  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  we 
provide  a  garment  hanger  comprising:  a  support 
bar;  suspension  means  adapted  for  supporting  a 
central  portion  of  the  support  bar  from  a  hanging 
rail  or  the  like;  respective  gripping  means  at  or 
adjacent  the  opposite  distal  extremities  of  the  sup- 
port  bar  and  adapted  to  receive  and  releasably 
hold  a  thickness  of  material  of  a  garment  supported 
by  the  hanger;  and  respective  location  bars  extend- 
ing  for  a  substantial  portion  of  the  length  of  the 
support  bar  and  generally  therealongside  on  either 
side  of  the  said  central  portion;  the  spacing  be- 
tween  each  location  bar  and  the  associated  portion 
of  the  support  bar  and  the  resilience  of  each  loca- 
tion  bar  being  such  that  a  garment  of  greater  width 
than  the  length  of  the  support  bar  may  be  laid 
across  the  hanger,  releasably  held  by  the  gripping 
means,  and  returned  behind  the  hanger,  with  ex- 
treme  portions  of  the  garment  width  received  and 
located  between  the  support  bar  and  the  respective 
location  bars. 

The  hanger  is  conveniently  moulded  in  one 
piece  from  plastics  material.  In  preferred  construc- 
tions,  the  suspension  means  comprises  a  hook;  the 
gripping  means  comprises  a  one-piece  plastics 
crocodile  clip  with  its  opening  directed  downwardly 
when  the  hanger  is  suspended  and  adapted  for 
receiving  a  wasit  band  of  a  garment  of  the  kind 
formed  with  a  wasit  band;  further  gripping  means, 
also  preferably  in  the  form  of  one-piece  plastics 
crocodile  clips,  are  formed  on  the  upper  surface  of 
the  support  bar,  preferably  with  their  openings  di- 
rected  inwardly  towards  the  central  portion  of  the 
support  bar,  which  further  gripping  means  are 
adapted  for  receiving,  for  example,  straps  of  a 
second  garment,  whereby  the  said  garment  hanger 
is  adapted  alternatively  for  supporting  a  garment  of 
the  kind  having  a  waist  band  or  a  garment  of  a  kind 
having  a  pair  of  straps,  or  a  set  of  garments  com- 
prising  one  of  each,  such  as  a  camisole  top  and 
French  knickers  set  or  a  two-piece  bathing  suit. 

The  invention  is  hereinafter  more  particularly 
described  by  way  of  example  only  with  reference 
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of  its  length,  being  connected  with  the  main  portion 
of  the  location  bar  by  a  region  12  which  has  a 
tapered  overall  width. 

In  use  of  the  hanger,  for  example  to  support  a 
pair  or  knickers,  the  garment  is  laid  across  the 
hanger  and  received  by  the  crocodile  clips  5.  Ei- 
ther  the  full  thickness  of  the  garment  (i.e.  two 
layers)  may  be  received  between  the  jaws  6  and  7 
of  clip  5,  or  jaw  6  may  extend  down  within  the 
waist  band  so  that  only  one  thickness  of  material  is 
received  between  the  jaws,  the  other  passing  ar- 
ound  the  outside  of  the  clip.  In  either  event,  since 
the  length  of  the  support  bar  is  less  than  the  width 
of  the  garment,  this  will  leave  a  return  portion 
which  is  taken  behind  the  hanger  and  then  pushed 
back  through  the  gap  between  the  support  bar  and 
the  location  bar.  The  spacing  between  the  support 
bar  and  each  location  bar  and  the  resilience  of 
each  location  bar  (which,  at  least  in  the  end  portion 
1  1  is  determined  by  the  extent  by  which  the  thick- 
ness  of  this  region  is  reduced  compared  with  the 
main  length  of  the  location  bar)  is  such  that  when 
the  extreme  portions  of  the  garment  width  are 
received  between  the  support  bar  and  location  bar 
as  described  above,  this  is  sufficient  to  hold  the 
said  extreme  portions  in  position. 

In  this  way,  the  garment  hanger  can  readily 
accommodate  garments  of  widely  varying  width. 
Moreover,  the  illustrated  garment  hanger  can 
achieve  this  without  stretching  a  waist  band.  There 
are  no  moving  parts  which  might  go  wrong,  as  in 
the  case  of  a  telescopic  hanger.  The  illustrated 
hanger  is  readily  adaptable  to  moulding  in  one 
piece  from  plastics  material  and  is  therefore  essen- 
tially  inexpensive  in  construction. 

A  further  preferred  feature  is  the  provision  of 
further  gripping  means  13  which  may  be  of  similar 
construction  to  the  gripping  means  5  but  are 
formed  on  the  upper  surface  14  of  the  support  bar. 
In  the  preferred  construction  as  illustrated,  the  jaws 
of  the  gripping  means  13  open  towards  the  central 
portion  of  the  hanger.  This  construction  is  particu- 
larly  adapted  for  supporting  garments  of  the  kind 
having  a  strap,  such  as  the  strap  of  a  full-length 
slip,  bikini  top,  or  so  on.  The  embodiment  of  hang- 
er  illustrated  is  sufficiently  inexpensive  to  produce 
that  one  and  the  same  hanger  may  be  used  alter- 
natively  for  supporting  garments  having  a  waist 
band  or  for  supporting  garments  having  a  strap 
when  previously  two  quite  different  constructions  of 
hanger  would  have  been  required  by  a  retailer  for 
supporting  these  different  types  of  garment.  A  par- 
ticularly  preferred  feature  of  the  illustrated  embodi- 
ment  is  that  a  single  hanger  can  support  a  set  of 
garments  such  as  a  set  of  camisole  top  and  French 
knickers,  or  a  two-piece  bathing  costume.  In  each 
case  the  garment  with  a  waist  band  is  held  by  the 
clips  5  with  the  return  portions  located  between  the 

locating  bars  and  the  support  bar  and  the  garment 
of  the  set  having  straps  is  supported  from  the  clips 
13. 

Claims 

1.  A  garment  hanger  comprising:  a  support  bar; 
suspension  means  adapted  for  supporting  a  central 

10  portion  of  the  support  bar  from  a  hanging  rail  or  the 
like,  the  support  bar  being  supported  generally 
horizontally  in  operation;  respective  gripping  means 
at  or  adjacent  the  opposite  distal  extremities  of  the 
support  bar  and  adapted  to  receive  and  releasably 

75  hold  a  thickness  of  material  of  a  garment  supported 
by  the  hanger;  and  characterised  in  that  it  further 
comprises  respective  location  bars  extending  for  a 
substantial  portion  of  the  length  of  the  support  bar 
and  generally  therealongside  on  either  side  of  the 

20  said  central  portion,  the  spacing  between  each 
location  bar  and  the  associated  portion  of  the  sup- 
port  bar  and  the  resilience  of  each  location  bar 
being  such  that  a  garment  of  greater  width  than  the 
length  of  the  support  bar  may  be  laid  across  the 

25  hanger,  releasably  held  by  the  gripping  means,  and 
returned  behind  the  hanger,  with  extreme  portions 
of  the  garment  width  received  and  located  between 
the  support  bar  and  the  respective  location  bars. 
2.  A  garment  hanger  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein 

30  the  support  bar  and  respective  garment  location 
bars  are  generally  parallel. 
3.  A  garment  hanger  according  to  Claim  1  or  Claim 
2  wherein  the  support  bar  has  extreme  distal  end 
portions  which  extend  generally  downwardly  when 

35  the  hanger  is  suspended  as  aforesaid. 
4.  A  garment  hanger  according  to  Claim  3,  wherein 
each  location  bar  has  a  corresponding  extreme 
distal  end  portion  which  extends  generally  down- 
wardly  when  the  hanger  is  suspended  as  aforesaid. 

40  5.  A  garment  hanger  according  to  Claim  4,  wherein 
said  distal  end  portion  of  each  location  bar  has  a 
lesser  overall  thickness  than  the  location  bar  over 
the  greater  part  of  its  length. 
6.  A  garment  hanger  according  to  Claim  5,  wherein 

45  said  distal  end  portion  of  each  location  bar  is 
connected  with  the  main  portion  thereof  by  a  re- 
gion  having  a  tapered  overall  width. 
7.  A  garment  hanger  according  to  any  preceding 
claim,  wherein  each  gripping  means  is  in  the  form 

so  of  a  crocodile  clip  with  its  opening  directed  down- 
wardly  when  the  hanger  is  suspended. 
8.  A  garment  hanger  according  to  Claim  7  as 
appendant  to  Claim  3,  wherein  the  extreme  distal 
end  portions  of  the  support  bar  each  form  one  jaw 

55  of  a  said  crocodile  clip. 
9.  A  garment  hanger  according  to  any  preceding 
claim,  wherein  there  are  further  gripping  means 
formed  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  support  bar,  the 
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further  gripping  means  comprising  two  crocodile 
clips  one  disposed  at  each  end  of  the  support  bar, 
and  each  having  its  opening  directed  inwardly  to- 
wards  the  central  portion  of  the  support  bar. 
10.  A  garment  hanger  according  to  Claim  8  or  9,  5 
and  integrally  moulded  in  one  piece  from  plastics 
material,  each  said  crocodile  clip  comprising  two 
jaws  each  having  a  plurality  a  teeth,  the  jaws  being 
interconnected  by  a  flexible  portion  whereby  a  por- 
tion  of  a  garment  may  be  inserted  between  the  w 
teeth  of  said  jaws  with  release  of  said  garment 
portion  from  said  clip  being  resisted  by  an  interfer- 
ence  effect  of  said  teeth. 
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