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Be it known that II, IDANTEL W. BAKER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at BoS 
tom, in the county of Suffolk and State of 
Massachusetts, have in wented an ImprOVed 
Spring IDewice for Holding Down the FrOnt 
Portion of a West, of which the following is 
a full, clear', and exact description, reference 
being had to the accompanying draWingS, 
mmaking part of this Specification, in Which-- 

Figure 1 is a wieW of the outside of the 
front of a west and the upper pOption of a 
pair of trousers, showing in dotted lines my 
improwed spring dewice attached to the inner 
Side of the west, and illustrating the manner 
in which it is connected, when in use, with 
the upper portion of the trousers. H'ig. 2 is 
a, wiew of a portion of the immer side of the 
front of a west hawing my imprOwed Spring . 
dewice applied thereto. Fig. 8 is a plan WieW 
of the back of one of the fastening-plateS by 
which the spring device is Secured to the in 
me1 side of the west. H'ig. 4 is a, Section of 
One of the fastermirag-plates, repreSerating the 
manner in " which it is detachably secured to 
the inner side of the west. H'igs. 5 and 6 are 
wieW's illustrating modifications of my in wen 
tiom. 

'This in wemation has for its object to im 
prove the construction of the dewice for hold 
ing down , the front, portion of a west, for 
which ILetters Patent of the United States, No. 
801,768, were granted to mate on the 28d day of 
October, 1888, whe]'eby I am enabled to pro 
duce a more durable, effective, and reliable 
dewice of this character'; and to this end my 
in welation consists in a guide rod OI' Wire 
adapted to be Secured at itS Opposite ends to 
the inner side of the west, in combination 
with a spring adapted to be Sectured at One 
end to the wrest and pr0wided With an eye en 
circling said guide•rod and adapted to slide 
thereora, whereby it is guided in its mowe 
uments, said Spring hawing itS free end prO 
wided with a l100k Op' Othe]'' dewice t0 enable 
it; to be detachably connected with the trou 
sers to hold the west, down, as hereimafter 
more fully set forth. 

In the said drawings, 'A representS a, por 
tion of the fromt of a west, to the lower part 
of the inner side of Which are Secured tyW0 
fastenings or fastening-plateS B C), which are 

connected togethe1’ by a wertical guide rod 
or wire 6), extending from one to the other 
and secured thereto by 1ri wets 01:' in any other 
Suitable manner. These plateS or fasteningS 
B C are preferably attached to the immer Side 
of the west by means of ordinary pinS d, paSS 
ing through loops formed Om the back of each 
plate and through the Cloth on the innerSide 
of the west, as seen in FigS. 2 and 4, Whereby 
they may be easily attached and detached; 
but, if desired, they may be SeCu1'ed in place 
by SeWing, riveting, O1’ ita any other Suitable 
manner. To the plate B is perhmanently Se 
Cured one end of a Spring lD, composed of a 
Single piece of Wir'e, preferably in the Sarme 
piece with the wire c, and bent into the form. 
shown, Said Spring hawing tWO arinS Or mem 
bers eff; the l0Wel' One é extending along near 
the lower edge of the west-front, as seen in 
Figs. 1 and 2. The other or free · arm ºf of 
the spring ID is " pro wided near its outer 
end With an eye or loop g/, which encircles 
the wertical rod C and is adapted to slide 
up and down thereon, the rod c thus form 
ing a guide for the a]]''im ºf in its mowements 
toward and frOm the a1'm é, whereby the 
arm f' is maintained in its proper position 
close to the imanel' Side of the west, and pre 
wented from being bent o1' twisted out 
of shape by accidentally catching in the 
clothing or other' object. When the armf' is 
bent tOWard the fixed at'm é, its outer end is 
Caught On to Or connected with the upper pop 
tion of the trouser's G, aS Seen ira Fig. 1, whem 
the tendency of the two arms é f' to spring 

| apart Will CauSé the loWer ag'm é to exert a, 
preSSture aWay from the upper arm fand force 
do Wm the lower portion of the front of the west, 
to which, as before stated, the said arm e is 
attached by meanS Of the plate B, whereby 
the west is held doWI with a spring-pressure, 
which will readily yield to the mowements of 
the body, and yet keep the West, Smooth and 
in its prOper position, and prewent it from ris 
ing up and getting Out of shape. 

'l'he Outer' end of the free arm fof the Spring 
ID beyond the eye g is bent' to-form a hook h', ' 
Which, When the arm f' is bent; doWn after 
putting on the West, is adapted to catch under 
the neck Of one of the buttons or other fast 
ening of the front opening or ** fiy?? of the 
trouSets, aS Seen in H'ig. 1; but the Qute1' end 
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of the arm.fmay be otherWise Suitably shaped 
Or prOwided With any Suitable means to ema,- 
ble it to engage or be connected with the 
front portion of the trOusers, and be easily 
disCOramected therefrom when the west is to be 
taken. Off. 
In H'ig. 5 is represented a modification of 

the west-Spring abowe described. In this case 
the action of the Spring is rewersed, the upper 
ai'm f* Of the Wire Spring being Securely at 
tached to the upper fastening-plate C, while 
1he lower arm e is free and is prowided With 
a hook lb and an eye g7, which encircles and 
Slides upon the wertical guide-rod Ö in the 
Same manner aS the eye of the Spring shOwn 
in B'igs. 1 and 2, the Springs · performing the 
Same function in both cases, the only differ 
ence being that in the Spring shown in Figs. 
1 and 2 the lower portion of the front of the 
west is held doWm by the tendency of the tWo 
armS t0 Sprimg apart, While in the Spring 
shown in Fig. 5 the same result is attained by 
the tendency of the two arms to approach or 
spring toward each other' after having been 
forced apart. ^ 

In F'ig.6 is represented another modification 
of my in Wention, in Which a Spring extensible 

| in the direction of itS length, and composed 
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of rubber, umetal, or other Suitable' material, is 
employed. The Spring ?), here Shown, is com 
posed of a short piece of elastic webbing, which 
is riveted, SeWed, or other Wise auttached at itS 
upper end to the upper fastening-plate C, and 
is prowided With one or more eyes (7, which " 
encircle and slide upon the wertical rod c, 
Which thus Serwes to guide the spring and 
hold it in place as it is extended or drawn 
back. To the lower end of the Spring is se 
Cured a, hook h, which enables it when drawn 
down to engage Or' be Connected with the up 
per portion of the trouSers, when the resiliency 
of the Spring will cause it to draw down the 

| west from the point where its upper end is at 
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tached thereto, the doWn Ward draft being 
communicated through the vertical wire c to 
the lower fastening-plate B, and Said wire c 
Serwing to Stiffen the west along its front edge, 
thereby keeping it SmOOth and in its proper 
position. 
What I claim as my inyention, and desire 

· to Secure by .HetterS Patent, is--- 
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1. A Spring dewice fou' holding down the 
front portion of a west, consisting of a verti 
cal guide rod or Wire adapted to be Secured 
at its opposite ends to the immer side of the 

west, in Combination. With a Spring adapted to 
be secured at one end' to the west, and pr0-- 
wided with an eye encirclimg Said guide-rOd 
and adapted to slide thereon, whereby it is 
guided in itS mowements, Said Spring hawing 
its free end provided With a hook or other de 
wice to enable it to be detachably c0nnected 
with the upper portion of the trouSers, Sub 
Stantially aS Set forth. *-2 

2. The herein-described Spring dewice fo1' 
holding down the front portion of a west, con 
sisting of the fastenings or fastening-plates B 
C, connected together by a guide rod or Wire 
C, im Combination. With a Spring, One end of 
Which is SeCured to One of the fasteningS OI' 
fasteming-plates, while itS Opposite or free end 
is prowided with an eye or loop encirclimg 
said guide-rOd ¢ and adapted to slide thereon, 
Said free end of the Spring being also formed 
to engage or be connected. With the upper 
|portion of the tr'Ousers to hold the west doWm, . 
Substantially as described. • 

8. The combination, with the two fasten 
ings or fastening-plateS B C, Connected to 
gether by a wertical guide rod or Wire extend 
ing from one to the other, of the double or U - 
shaped Spring ID, one arm or member of Which 
is secured at its Outer end to One of the faSt- " 
enings or fastening-plates, while the other or 
free member has formed thereOm an eye O1' 
loop |¢, encircling the guide-rod cand adapted 
to slide thereOm, said free member being pr0-- 
wided with a bent or hook-Shaped end h, lo 
cated outside the eye g7, whereby it may en 
gage with the meck of a button or other fast 
ening on the upper portion of the trOuSerS to 
hold the west dOWn, Substantially aS Set forth. 

4. The combination, With a west, of a Spring 
dewice for holding down its fromt portion, the 
Same consisting of tWo fasteningS Or fastem 
ing-plates connected together by a guide rOd 
or Wire and SeCured t0 the immer Side of the 
west, and a Spring hawing ome end Secured to 
the west and the opposite end prOwided with 
a, loop or eye encircling the guide-rod and 
adapted tO Slide there0n, Said Spring hawing 
its outer or free end prOwided with means to 
engage or' be COramected With the upper por 
tion of the trouSers, Substantially aS described. 
Witness my hand this 11th day of July, A. 

ID. 889. 
| DANIHEI, W. B.AKER. 

Im presence of--- 
P. E. TESCHEMACHER, 
HARRY W. AIKEN, 
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