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alnited states at ent ()ffice. 
CHARLEs 0. RICHTER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Letters Patent No. 100,669, dated March 8, 1870. 
-a-pop-e- 

IMPROVEMENT IN REVERSIBLE, shIRTs. 
-0--do--- 

The schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. 
-0-4----- 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs. O. RICHTER, of New 

York, of New York county, in the State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Reversible Shirts; and I do hereby declare that the 
following is a full and exact description thereof, ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying drawings mak 
ing part of this application, 
My invention relates to a novel method of making 

the bosom of a shirt, (which is ordinarily made with 
a right and Wrong side,) so that the garment can be 
washed and ironed on either one or both sides, and 
can be worn with either side out, or can be “done up" 
and worn with first one and then the other side out, 
at the pleasure of the wearer. 
Although a shirt such as I have invented may be 

worn first on one side and then on the other, (with one 
washing) as it is not practical in the usual washing 
and ironing processes to have both sides finished alike, 
I propose that my improved reversible sliirts shall be 
worn with one side only out at each washing and iron 
ing, but shall be alternately (washed) ironed on differ 
ent sides, so that the bosom, (and those other parts,) 
which generally gives away first shall last much longer 
than usual, while at the same time the cost of manu 
facture (and material) shall very slightly exceed the 
cost of making the ordinary shirt adapted to be worn 
on one side only, and nothing like so durable as my 
improved reversible shirt. - 
With these objects in view, my invention consists 

in making the bosom of the shirt of a single. piece, 
(each side,) double plaited, as hereinafter more fully 
described, and with a double center-piece on one side, 
and a single center-piece on the other side, all arranged 
and operating so that the bosom may be ironed and 
worn with either side out. - 
To enable those skilled in the art to make and use 

my invention, I will proceed to more fally describe the 
construction or method of making of one of my im 
proved reversible shirts, referring by letters to the ac 
companying drawings, in whicll 

Figure 1 is a diagram showing one-half of the bo 
som of the shirt, and illustrating how it is formed or 
double-plaited. - - 

Figure 2 is an elevation or front view of a shirt 
made according to my invention. . . . 

Figure 3 is a detail view, showing the bifurcated 
neck-band disconnected. . 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of same buttoned up, 
or closed together at its ends. 

In the several figures the same part is designated 
by the same letter of reference. 

taking a single piece of stuff and plaiting, as seen (in 
creased scale) at fig. 1. 
Commencing at A, I fold the material over to 13, 

thence back to C, which forms one side or portion of 
the double center-piece, seen at 0, fig. 2. I thence fold 
out to D, and back to E, which forms the other part 
of double center-piece, as seen at P, fig. 2. 
From E the material is folded out to F, thence back. 

to G, forming a plait on one side of boson; thence 
from G out to H, and back to I, forming a plait on 
the opposite side of bosom, and so on alternately, form 
ing plaits on first one side, then the other, to any de 
sired number, and of any desired size, the plaits being 
stitched, of course, as usual. 
The half of bosom not shown at fig. 1 is made as 

just described, except that it is formed with a single 
center-piece, as seen at R, fig. 2, which is adapted to 
be buttoned in between the two pieces or portionis O 
and P. 
At fig. 2 the bosom is shown as if pulled partly 

open, so as to more clearly illustrate the method of 
making. - 

S is the neck or collar-band of the slhirt, which is 
made bifurcated at one end, as shows at N, (see figs. 
2 and 3) each one of the ends 1 and 2 of the bifur 
cated portion being provided or made with a button 
hole, as illustrated, into which pass respectively the 
buttons Land l, (fig. 2) on the opposite single end of 
said band S. - 

All the buttons and button-holes are so arranged or 
located, that while they serve to couple together, in 
the same relative positions, the several parts, no mat 
ter which side of the shirt may be worn out, they do 
not come directly opposite to each other. The objects 
and advantages of this peculiarity are, that the wear 
ing away or breaking off of one button may not affect 
the condition of another on the opposite side of the 
same piece, and that the garment may be more easily 
done up, and may be worn with more comfort. 
Of course the bosoms and neck-band should be sewn 

into the body at of the shirt, with double-face seams, 
or so as to look and feel about the same on each side, 
and all other seams of the garment should be similarly 
made. 
The cuffs should be made reversible and detachable, 

as customary, and the wrist-bands of the shirt I pro 
pose to make in the same manner as already described 
of the neck-band, so as to be perfectly reversible, and 
so that they may be ironed and worn with perfect com 
fort with either side out. 

It will be understood that by making the boson of 
a single piece plaited as described, the shirt may be 

The bosom of the shirt I make (each side or half) by ironed on either (or both) sides, and can be worn with 

  

  

  

  



either side out, or alternately on oueside then on the 
other, while at the same time the cost of manufacture 
is comparatively small. 

Having fully explained my invention, so that those 
skilled can make and use my improved reversible 
shirt, 
What I claim as new, and desire to 

ters Patent, is- - 
Forming the bosom of a shirt of any suitable mate 

secure by Let 

100,66) 
2 

rial double-plaited, and with a double center-piece on 
one side, and single center-piece on the other side, 
all as herein described for the purposes set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal this 19th day of January, 1870. ÖHARLESO, RibfiFER. L. s. 

Witnesses: 
T. B. BEECHER, 
E. S. McCULI.Y. 

  


