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Claim. 

This invention relates to signs for notices or 
advertisements and specially refers to a plate 
with chairacters luminous by themselves, to be 
used for several purposes, such as: plates for 
vehicles, street's nomenclature, numbers for the 
houses, circulation notices in the streets, roads 
or highways, for the names of towns, danger 
warnings, cross-roads, etc. Also for advertise 
ments, exterior as well as interior, commemorat 
ing plates, directory plates, directories in build 
ings, interior numbering of houses and offices, etc. 
The main object of the invention is to Supplya, 

plate with notices of any nature, made out of any 
phosphorescent or Self-luminous matter, provided 
with a frame suitably constructed so that the 
back-ground of same with the luminous chara,c- 
ters remains somewhat in the dark; or, in other 
words, that it is protected from the Slanting rays 
of light from outside, with the purpose that the 
visible effect of Said luminous characters be not 
materially lessened by the exterior light. 
The features of the invention are clearly shown 

in the attached drawing as an illustration of 
same; the same reference characters applying to 
the same parts in the three figures shown, in 
Which: 

Fig. 1 shows a front elevation of the plate, built 
according to the present invention. 
Fig.2 shows a broken perspective. With the side 

frame removed in order to place the plates one 
after another. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section of the same. 
Specifically referring to the attached dra Wing, 

the sign, according to the present invention, com 
prises: a back plate G, preferably enameled or 
painted in opaque dark colors, and of any shape 
whatever: triangular, rectangular, circular, ob 
long or polygonal. On that background 0, the 
respective sign is shown in light characters , 
either plain or embOSsed, made cut of a material 
or combination of phosphorescent or Self-lumi 
nous chemical Substances. 
Said back sheet itself is surrounded by a sloping 

frame 2, generally with a slope of one hundred 
and ten degrees more or less in regard to the plane 

(C. 40-134) 
of the sheet, although this Slant could vary as it 
is deemed necessary, which constitutes a kind of 
inverted basil which projects to the front, the 
width of this being of a suitable size; stating, by 
way of an example, that a width of a fifth of the 
plate affords better results. The frame or basil 
2 has in its edge a flange 3, folded in such a way 

that it forms substantially an angle With respect 
to said frame or basil, as can be clearly seen in 
Figures 2 and 3, of the attached drawing. The 
internal Surfaces of the whole, which constitutes 
the frame formed by parts 2 and 3, may be 
painted in the Sane dark and opague color as the 
back 0, of the sign. 
The described frame, in the shape stated, has 

for its purpose to form a kind of dark chamber, 
that is to say, a chamber to protect the notice in 
the plate from the slanting rays of light coming 
from the outside, so that said notice formed by 
the characters remains in the dark and pre 
vents that said rays of light are reflected lessening 
the self luminosity of the characters in the back 
Of the plate. 
Of course this plate, specifically illustrated and 

described and with which the afore mentioned 
results are obtained, can be modified in several 
Ways Within the Scope of the invention herein de 
Scribed and forthWith claimed. 

Having described the invention, what I consider 
as new and desire to Secure by letters. Patent is: 
A sign Comprising a base, luminous letters On 

the base, a margin for the base to prevent side 
lights reaching the letters, said margin comprising 
a Section extending OutWardly from the base at an 
angle greater than a right angle, with a margin 
for such section extending inwardly with respect 
to the base and at an approximate right angle to 
the first mentioned section, the last named sec 
tion being of sufficient width to prevent light rays 
coming from the side from reaching and inter 
fering With the light emission of the luminous 
letters. 8 
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