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B4 6Claims. 

This inWehtion pertainS to SupportS and rackS, 
and more particularly, to a merchandise , display 
rack for exhibiting imagazines, Sthall articles and 
box. Or package goods in upright position for eaSy 
Obserwation. 

'The present display rack is of universal char 
acter, hawing alternate supporting means by 
Which it may stand easel fashion or be Suspended 
either siragdy O1' ira deta.Chably iraterconnected Se 
ries frOna an elevated ledge Or bar, or frOrm a rnail 
O1' hook, a:S may be most COhwermierati. 
The object Of the inveration is to imprOWe the 

construction, aS Well as the meanS and ' }mode of 
mounting mercharadise display rackS,. Whereby 

° they may not Only be ec0h0;mically frmanufactured, 
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but will be of light weight and . Sturdy, strong 
cOnStruction, Of unobtruSiwe appearance and un 
likely to get out of repair. ~ 
A further object of the inWeration is to prowide 

Supporting and retaining means for displaying 
magazines and other merchandise in Such rela,- 
tion that, they may not be easily or accidentally 
diSlodged. 
A further' Object of the inwention is to prOwide 

a, display rack Of skeletOnized design, Such that 
a, minimum area. Of the face of the displayed ar 
ticle will be obscured by the rack, and Which will 
not detract, frOra the appearance of the mercharm 
dise, but Which to the contrary to a great extent, 
Will be concealed from wieW thereby. '' 
A further object is to proWide a rack construc 

tion. Which Will Withstand hard usage, and Which 
Will not easily become broken. Or disarranged, and 
which may be compactly assembled for shipment 
Or StOrage. 
A further object of the imwention is to prowide 

Optionally SelectiWe Supporting means by Which 
the rack may be Self-Supporting, or may be SuS 
pended Singly Off' in detachably connected SerieS. 
A further object of the inwention is to provide 

a, ' diSpiay rack Of integral construction, Which 
may be produced from a single length of wire 
Or a Single Sheet of material With minimum 
jointS. 
A further object of the inweration is to provide 

a display rack hawing the herein. mentioned ad 
WantageouS Structural features and firaherent mer 
itOriouS characteristics. 
With the abOwe primary and other iraciderat?al 

objects in wieW, as will more fully appear in the 
Specification, the inwention intended to be pro 
tected by Tetters Patent consists of the features 
Of cOnStruction, the partS and combinations 
thereof, and the mode of · operation, or their 
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equivalentS, as hereinafter described or illus 
trated , in the accompanying draWingS. 
Hn the draWingS, Wherein are shoWn preferred, 

but obWiously not .. necessarily the Only forms of 
embodiment Of the invention, 

Fig. 1 is a, perSpectiWe WieW Of a, SerieS aSSem• 
bly of display rackS embodying the present in 
Wention. ? 

Fig. 2 is a perspectiwe WieW of , a rack herein 
described, formed from a, Single - length of Wire 
bent and rebent, upon itself and dispOSed as a 
Self-Supporting easel. 
Fig.3 is a, Similar WieW of a modified construc 

tion. 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary || WieW of a. Simplified 

form .. of dewice. 
Fig. 5 is a perspectiwe wiew of a further Waria 

tion of construction. 
Fig. 6 is a, perspectiwe WieW of the present dis 

play rack formed from Sheet, material. 
Fig. T is a plan wieW of the blank from Which 

the rack illustrated in Fig. 5 is produced. 
Like partS are indicated by Similar characters 

of reference throughout the several views. '' 
The; display rack forming the Subject matter 

hereof is preferably formed from a Single length 
Of Wire of Suitable gage, bent and rebent upon 
itSelf to form the Skeletion structure - illustrated. 
It may, howewer, be formed from sheet material, 
either metal or fiber board. « 

'The rack comprises a, Substantially rectangular 
frame-like Structure, to be disposed in either up 
1right or rearWardly inclined position. It includes 
parallel Spaced SideS StrutS d-f transwerSely in 
terconnected at the lower end by a forwardly pro 
jecting and upturned portion 2, which prowides 
Spaced Shelf-like hookS .. Or restS 3-3 to receiwe 
the magazineS. Disposed in parallel Spaced re 
lation adjacent , the top of the frame and fixedly 
connected With the SupportS or restS 3-3 by the 
uprightS -- is a rectangular loop 4, which sur 
rounds the upper portion of a magazine or article 
Of merchahdise When resting on the hooks 3 to 
prewent it from tipping off the Support. Ex 
tending rearWardly and downwardly from the top 
of the frame and above the retainer loop 4 are 
SuSpenSion. Or hangar arms 6, comprising re 
WerSely bent, extremities coincident With the frame 
SideS l to be engaged ower a Supporting rail or 
ledge. * , 

Extending downwardly and rearwardly frorm 
the top of the frame is a, Supporting brace or 
Strut comprising legS 6 attached at their upper 
endS to the frame, ', and interconnected at their 
loWer ends by the tie T. ? 

0 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

59 

  



10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

2 
Tm constructing the form of rack illustrated 

in FigS. 2 and 3, a. Single length of Wire is uti 
lized, the extremities of which are interconnected 
in endleSS formation. ObWiously, the Start and 
finish of the endleSS meandering formation may 
be at Ony point. " Tn Fig. 2 the Starting point, Se 
lected is at the extremity of one of the hanger 
hookS or arms 5, and the finish is at the extremity 
of the opposite arm. B. Starting at the left hand 
hook 3, the Wire is continued doWnWardly to form 
the left, leg 6 of the Supporting strut, thence 
acroSS the bottom T and then upWardly forming 
the right, leg 6 to the juncture 8, Where it is 
bent at right angle and thence formed into the 
rectangular loop # which terminates at the junc 
ture 9. 
Here the left hook arrm 5 is given a, Wrap about 

the Wire at the juncture 9 and the Wire is con 
titnued downwardly forming One of the side 
frameS { and the rest; 3, frOm. Which it is ex 
tended transwerSely at 2 and formed into the 
right, rest 3, from Which it is extended upwardly 
as the right side f of the frame and is giweh a 
Wrap about the juncture of the rectangular loop 
4, and the strut deg 6 at, 8 and is continued into 
the right terminal hook a.rn 5. 
The hook arms 5 may be engaged ower a rod, 

iedge, or other support, as shoWn in Fig. 1, but 
if the rack is to be SuSpended from a, rhail or the 
like, the arms 6 are bent into OWerlapping relation, 
as indicated by dOtted lines, for engagemerat, ower' 
a mail. 
The construction illustrated in Fig. 3 is quite 

Similar to that preWiously described, except, that 
the extremities of the hook armS 5 are inter 
connected by a transwerSe tie 10 hawing therein 
an inverted U-Shaped bight I I for engagement; 
ower a nail instead of bending the arms into ower-- 
1apping relation, as in Fig. 2. In this form of 
embodiment, the Wire from Which the rack is 
formed is terminally interconnected into emdleSS 
formation at l2. In forming the rack, and start 
ing at I 2, the wire is extended upwardly to form 
the upper half of one leg 6 of the Supporting 
strut, and is then bent at right angle at 9 and 
formed into the rectangular loop 4 terminating 
a,t, 8, where the Wire is extended dOWraWardly 
as one Side l of the main frame, and thera, formed 
into the rests 3-3 and interconnecting upturned 
cross tie 2, and is continued upWardly as the left; 
.Side of the main frame to the juncture 9, Where 
the Wire is continued upWardly and rearWardly 
and thence doWnWardly as the left hanger arm 
5. From the one hanger arm i the wire is ex-- 
tended transwerSely as a tie l0 medially formed 
into the bight', [ i and thence to the right hanger 
arm. 5. From the right arm 5 the Wire extendS 
doWnWardly as the right; leg 6 of the Supporty 
ing Strut and is carried transwerSely as the bot 
tom T and then upWardly to the starting point; 
12. The left; frame side i and "hanger hook 5 
and the right hanger hook 5 and Strut deg 6 are 
preferably, although not necessarily, given one 
Wrap each about the terminals of the rectan 
gular loop 4 at the junctures 9 and 8 to make 
the structure more rigid. 

In Fig., 4 is shown the top of the Structure, 
Wherein the hanger arms 5 are Omitted ahd the 
transverse tie {0 with its medial bight If is ex 
tended directly from the juncture 8 to juncture 
9. The construction is other WiSe aS before de 
Scribed and performs the Same functionS. 
While , for strength and economy, of manu-- 

facture, , and to awoid breakage, the rack is 
formed as described of a single length of Wire, it 
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may be formed of initially Separate members 
which are subsequently interconnected, aS is 
shown, for example, in Fig. 5. Tn this form of 
embodiment, the Side members f are intercon 
nected at their lower ends by the forwardly and 
upwardly turned tie portion 2 and restS 3 aS 
before. The upper ends of the uprightS l-l 
are bent rearwardly and dowraWardly into the 
Suspension hookS 5-5, as before deScribed. Im 
termediate the hanger top portion and the ar 
ticle Supporting restS 3, a tranSwerSely dispoSed, 
Separately formed retained loop 4 is connected 
at its ends to the Side memberS l, and corre 
Sponds to and forms the Same function as the 
loop 4 previously described. 
While, as before stated, for Strength and 

economy, and to skeletonize the rack and So 
minimize its component parts that they Will not 
obscure the merchandise, it is preferably com 
structed from Wire, it may newertheleSS be formed 
from sheet material, as illustrated in FigS. 6 
and 7. As illustrated in Fig. ', a flat Sheet of 
material is longitudinally incised at l3 and the 
ends of such cutS interconnected at l4 to outline 
the brace or Supporting Strut. The area, thuS 
defined is again longitudinaliy cut aff; l5 ahd the 
cuts interconnected at l6 to form a flap lT, haW 
ing at its lower margin a notch 48. Below this 
fiap a. Section 9 is entirely remowed to proWide 
the brace legs 6 and crOSS tie ', and prOWide an 
opening in which a Second rack may be engaged 
ower the cross tie T. The top of the blank iS im 
cised at !9' on three SideS and part of a fourth 
side in close parallel relation With the margin 
of the blank and the narroW C-Shaped portion 
2{} thus defined is beht into perpendicular re 
iation with the plane of the blank to form the 
retainer loop é. The lower margin of the blank 
is bent forWardly and upwardly aS at 2i to cor 
respond to and perform the functionS of the restS 
3 and retainer fiange 2. The larger flap formed 
by the cutS {3 and I4 is pushed rearWardly into 
inclined relation to afford the Supporting brace 
or Strut. The Smaller flap T is rewerSely bent 
into close parallel 1relation. With the blank and 
the extremity of Such upturned flap lT is bent; 
rea.rwardly and doWnWardly, thuS forming a 
Suspension extension 22 corresponding to the 
hanger arms 5, while the medial notch l8 is 
engageable ower a. nail in the Same manner aS 
the inverted bight, I I of the Wire structure. 

Either form of rack may be Supported eaSel 
fashion by its rearWardly inclined Sürut, or in 
lieu thereOf they may be Suspended from a r0d, 
bar or ledge by the Suspension arms h. In eWent 
it is desired to Suspend a. SerieS of Such rackS, 
they may be detachably coupled together by eh 
gaging the hanger arms B of one rack ower the 
transwerSe tie 'll of the brace portion of a pre 
ceding rack. They may be thuS interlinked into 
a, chain of any desired length. 

Tit is found quite adWantageous to make the 
display rack as herein described from a. Single 
piece of material either wire or Sheet meta.l, or 
fiber. Heretofore rackS for Sundry purposes have 
been produced from Separate pieceS united by 
Spot, Welding, Soldering, riveting, and otherWiSe. 
It is found, hoWewer, that under hard usage to 
which the racks are Subjected Such jointS be 
come broken or disconnected and the partS diS 
arranged or lost. The Wire comprising the em 
bodiment shown in Fig. 3 is endleSS, Whel'eaS 
that, illustrated in Fig. 2, although comprising a, 
single continuous length of wire, the ends are dis 
connected. Furthermore, the rack may be made 

15 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

50 

.55 

60 

65 

70 



10 

15 

25 

80 

2,221,659 
in various sizeS. In larger size it is quite useful 
for displaying neWSpaperS. 

F'rom the abowe description it, Will be apparent; 
that there is thus prOwided a dewice of the char 
acter described pOSSeSSing the particular features 
of adwantage before enumerated aS desirable, but 
which ObWiously is SuSceptible of modification in 
its form, proportions, detail construction and ar- ' 
rangement of partS without departing from the 
principle inWolwed. Cr Sacrificing any of itS ad 
wantageS. 
While in order to cormpiy With the Statute, the 

inwention has been described in language more 
or less Specific aS to structural features, it is to 
be understood that the inveration is not limited 
to the Specific features ShOWn, but that the 
means and construction herein disclosed com 
prise the preferred form of Several modeS of 
putting the imwention into effect, and the inWem-- 
tion is therefore clairmed in any of itS formS Or 
modifications within the legitimate and Walid 
scope of the appended claimS. 

Hawing thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A display rack for merchandise formed from 

a, Single length of Wire beht, and reberat upon it 
self, including a pair of Substantially parallel 
upright, side members, merchandise reStS formined 
by forWardly and unwardly bending the loWer 
ends of said upright side raembers, a tra.hSWeirSe 
tie interconnecting * ??he extremities of the up 

| turmed rests, rearWardly and doWnWardly turned 
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hanger arms at the upper ends of the Side mem 
bers, a, rectangular loop disposed in Substantially 
perpendicular relation to the cormmon plane of 
the side mermbers and interconnecting Said 
members one with the other intermediate the 
terminal merchandise rests , and hadrager armS 
thereof, and a substantialiy U-Shaped Support 
ing strut disposed in rea.rwardly and doWnWardly 
divergent relation. With the Said uprightS, the 
Whole forrning a. Single unitary Skeletion StrulC 
ture. 

2. A display rack including a, main frame, a, 
forWardly and upturned bottom margin forming 
a, rest for rºmerchandi8e, a rearWa.rdly and doWn 
wardly turned top margin forming · hanger 
means by which the structure may be Suspended, 
a, rectangular loop portion extehding Substan 
tially perpendicular to the plane of the frame to 
Surround mercharadise Supported thereOh, and " a, 
duo-functional re8.rWardly and doWnWardly in 
clined Struti portion for Optionally Supporting the 
frame eaSel fashion or forming a hanger in 
which the rearWardly and downwardly turned 
top portion of a succeeding rack may be engaged 
in Series relation. 

8. A display rack for merchandise comprising 
a, Single continuouS letagth of Wire bent and re 
bent upon itself into a, plurality of integral Se 
ries connected rack parts including a pair of 
Substantially parallel · Side memberS, a, transwerSe 
íie member interconnecting the Side members 
at their loWer ends, merchandise restS formed by 
forWardly and upWardly bending " the intercon 
nected ends of Said side members whereby the 
tranSwerSe tie forms a retaining member ower 
1apping the merchandise When Supported on 
Said reStS, rea.rWardly and doWnWardly extending 
hanger armS dispOSed at the upper ends of said 
parallel Side members, and a rectangular retain 
er loop to Surround an article of' merchandise 
Supported on the rests of greater Width than the 
Space betWeen the · parallel Side members and 
disposed in Substantially perpendicular relation 

83 
to the common plahe there0f ' ' and connecting 
Said side members one to the other. 

4. A display. rack comprising a. Single integral 
Structure formed frOm a. Single piece of material 
including a, Substantially upright; main portion, 
an upturned bottom margin thereof forming a, 
merchandiSe · rest, a, rectangular loop disposed in 
Substantially perpendicular relation ', to the up 
right main portion, a hanger extension at the 
top of the Structure beyond Said rectangular loop 
and a, doWnWa.rdly and rea.rwardly extending 
Strut portion, all integrally united each with the 
OtherS. 

5. A merchandiSe display rack comprising a 
Single unitary piece of material shaped " and 
formed into a plurality Of integrally united rack 
partS including a Supporting frame, a merchan 
dise rest, located at the bottom of said frame, a, 
1retaither l00p t0 Surround , an article of mer 
chahdise dispOSed in a. plane Substantially per 
pendicula.r .. to that of the Supporting frame, and 
Optionally Selective hanger means, a suspension 
deWice and a prop Strut, by either of which the 
frahme 3may be Supported in Substantially upright; 
position. With an article of merchandise Support 
ed thereon. ? 

6. A mercha.ndiSe display rack including a sub 
Stantially upright; main body, means for Support 
ing an articie of merchandise thereon, a duo 
functional prop Strut extending downwardly and 
rea.rWardly . in relatiWely fixed, relation with the 
main body for Supporting Said main body in 
ea.Sel fashion, and coupling means at the top of 
the prOp Strut detachably engageable with the 
loWer end of the prop Strut of a preceding rack 
for detachably coranecting the racks into a series 
chain, Wherein the main bodies of · succeeding 
1rackS are Supported in downwardly and forward 
ly inclined relation to , the perpendicular. 

'7. A Wire display rack including substantially 
parallel relatively 'Spaced uprights, a transwerse 
tie member interconraecting the uprights at their 
bottom, a merchandise rest , formed by bending 
the bottom. tie and adjacent portions of the up 
rightS forWardly and , upWa.rdly, a retainer loop 

lation With the rest.and in a plane Substantially 
perpendicular .. to the common plane of the .. up 
rightS, a tie interconnecting the upper ends of 
the Substantially parallel .. relatively spaced up 

lation. With the plane Of , the uprights, and " an 
inWerted U-Shaped bight in Said tie for Suspen 
Sion engagement ower a hanger stud. . . 

8. A Wire display rack including Substantially 
parallel relatively Spaced uprights, a transwerse 
tie member interconnecting the uprights at; 
their bottom, a merchandise rest formed by bend 
ing the bottOin tie and adjacent portions of the 
uprightS forWardly and upWardly, a retaimer loop 
tO Surround mercharadise disposed in spaced rela 
tion With the rest; and in a plane Substantially 
perpendicular tO the common plane of the up 
rightS, and a pair of relatiWely Spaced rearWard 
|ly and doWnWardly extending hanger arms at; 
the top of the Structure for "Suspension engage 
rnernt, With a, Second like dewice. 

9. A wire display rack including Substantially 
parallel relatively Spaced uprights, a transwerSe 
tie member interconnecting the uprights at their 
bottOm, a, merchandiSe rest formed by bending 
the bottom tie and adjacent, portions of the up 
rightS forWardly and upWardly, a, retainer loop 
tO Surround mercharadise disposed in Spaced re 
|lation. With the rest and in a, plane Substantially 
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perpendicular to the common plahe of the up 
rightS, and a, Substantially U-Shaped prop Strut 
extending doWnWardly and rearWardly from the 
structure for Supporting the rack eaSel fashion 
in Substantially upright position and a, rearWard 
|ly projecting hook extension at the top of the 
rack engageable in the U--Shaped prop Strut of a 
Second like rack for Suspending the rack one 
from another. 

10. A. Wire display rack including Substantially 
parallel relatiwely Spaced uprights, a tra.raSWerSe 
tie rmember interconnecting the uprights at 
their bottOm, a merchandise rest formed by bend 
ing the bottom. tie and adjacent portions of the 
uprights forWardly and upWardly, a, retainer 
loOp to surround rnerChandiSe disposed in Spaced 
relation With the rest and in a plane Substantial 
|ly perpendicular to the common plane of the 
uprightS, a, Substantially U-shaped dependent 
Strut extending dOWnWardly and rea.rwardly 
from the Structure and a pair of rearWardly and 
doWnWardly directed hanger arms at the top of 
the Structure ehga.geable in the U-Shaped de 
pendent Strut of another rack for Supporting the 
rackS in a Series chain. 

11. A merchandise display rack formed from 
a. Single blank of material, a flap cut, therefrom 
in Spaced parallel relation. With , the Side and 
bottom margins thereof adapted to be defiected 
rearWardly to form a prOp Sthrut, a, SecOnd fia.p cut 
from Within the first, flap, a hanger extension 
formed by berading Said secOYnd fia.p rea.rwardly 
and upWa.rdly in Substantially parallel relation 
With the blank and then rewerSely bending the 
extremity thereof rea.rwardly and downwardly 
into inverted channel formation, a merchandise 
rest at the bottom of the blank formed by bend 
ing the bOttom margin thereof forwardly and 
upWa.rdly into chanrael formation, and a, retainer 
lcOp dispOSed in perpendicular relation to the 
plane of the blank by cutting from the top mar 
gin thereof a narroW border portion including at 
least Spaced parallel Side and a, transwerSe in 
terconnecting portion, the Whole comprising a, 
Single integral unitary structure. 

12. A display rack formed from a single uni 
ta.ry piece of material including a, Substantially 
upright frame, an integral merchandise rest, 
form.ed by an upturned portion at the botton 
of the frame, an integral retainer loop disposed 
in SubSta.httially parallel Spaced relation. With 
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' the upturned merchandise rest and in a, plane 
Substantially perpendicular to that of the up 
right frame, an integral rearWardly and doWn 
Wardly inclined prop strut for duo-functionally 
Supporting the rack ea.Sel fashion in upright po• 
Sition and alternately proWiding for intercou-- 
pling a, Second rack thereto, and a hanger arm 
extension diSp0Sed at the top of the Structure 
du0-functionally engageable oWer a, Support for 
SuSpending the rack therefrom and alternately 
eragageable With the prop Strut of another rack 
for deta.chably interconnecting the racks in a 
Series chain. 

18. A display rack for merchandise including 
a, Substantially upright frame, a merchandise 
rest projecting forWa.rdly from the lower portion 
of the frame, a retainer loop projecting forward 
|ly frOm the upper portion of the frame in Sub 
Stantially parallel 1relation. With the merchandise 
reSt, and in Substantially perpendicular relation 
tO the plane of the frame, a prop' .. strut, project 
ing doW}mWardly and rearWardly from the frame 
and duO-functionally Serwing to Support the 
frame in Substantially upright position and alter 
nately affording a, Coupling connection from 
Which anOther rack may be Suspended, and rear 
Wardly and doWnWardly extending hanger means 
at the tOp Of the Structure duo-functionally en 
gageable Ower a. Support and alternately engage-- 
able With the prOp Strut of another rack for in 
tercoupling the racks in Series chain. 

14. The herein described method of forming a' 
display rack from a, Single Sheet material blank, 
including cutting from the interior of the blank 
a, relatiWely large flap lea.wing thereabout an end 
ieSS fi'ahme to Which the flap is integradly con 
nected at, One end, cutting from the interior of 
the first, flap a, Second flap attached to the frame 
at the Sarzhe end, cutting from the blank a, top 
marginal bOrder including a transwerse portion 
and parallel return arrams at each side of the 
blank, bending the large flap rearWardly into 
diWergent relation. With the frame, bending the 
Smaller flap rearWardly and upWardly into par 
allel relation, bending the top border portion for 
Wardly into Substantially perpendicular relation 
With the blank, bending the terminal portion of 
the upturned Smaller fiap rea.rwardly and down 
Wardly, and bending the lower terminal portion 
Of the frame forWardly and upwardly. 

JUITUS W. WILIKIE, 
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