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To cult, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MORTIMER LIVINGSTON 

HINCHMAN, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at New York, borough of Brooklyn, in 
the county of Kings and State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Safety-Envelops, of which the 
following is a specification. 
The object of this invention is to so con 

struct an envelop that any opening of it or 
tampering there with can be readily detected, 
and, further, to provide for the ready tearing 
open of the envelop along certain lines, thus 
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avoiding its mutilation to any great extent. 
The invention therefore consists, first, in 

an envelop or wrapper comprising a body 
portion and a sealing-flap, the former having 
an extended portion separated from the main 
body on each side of a central portion and pro 
vided with tearing-lines, preferably formed 
by perforations or indentations, the said seal 
ing-flap being provided with a gummed por 
tion adapted to overlap the line of separation 
between the body portion and its extension 
and having tearing-lines extending from an 
ungummed portion to the upper corners of 
the envelop, which said lines are adapted to 
register with the said lines of separation. 
Second, the invention consists in an en 

velop or wrapper having its sealing-flap pro 
vided with an ungummed portion and a tear 
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ing-line, preferably formed by perforations 
or indentations, leading from the said un 
gunmed portion and registering when sealed 
with the edge of the overlapped portion. 

Further, the invention consists in certain 
other novel features of constructilon, as will 
be hereinafter fully set forth and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a 
part of this specification, Figure I is a view 
in rear elevation of an envelop constructed 
in accordance with my invention, the sealing 
flap of the same being shown extended; Fig. 
2, a rear elevation of the same with the seal 
ing-flap secured down in position; Fig. 3, a 
view in rear elevation showing a modification 
in the form of envelop in which the extended 
or detecting portion is shown omitted; Fig. 
4, a view in rear elevation showing a modifi 
cation of the invention in the form of a rein 
forced flap, and Fig. 5 a view showing the 
invention applied to a rolled newspaper. 

In the drawings, Aindicates the body proper 
of the envelop, B the sealing-flap, and C a 
foldable ungummed extension of the flap, 55 
which when the main flap B is sealed will fur 
nish a hold for tearing open the envelop along 
the lines bb, formed, preferably, of perfora 
tions or indentations and extending from 
the extension-flap C to the upper corners of 6o 
the envelop. These tearing-lines register with 
the edge a of the body portion when the flap 
is sealed down. 
The body portion A is preferably formed 

with the bottom fold a overlapping the end 
folds a in the usual manner, while the flap B 
is of such shape and size as to have the por 
tion b' to overlap the lap of a' on a and have 
its edge follow along the line of such lap. The 
portions b' not only form a protection to the 7o 
laps of the body of the envelop, but, being 
gummed over their entire surfaces or along 
the line of perforations or indentations, as 
well as at the edges, make a very effectual seal 
ing of the flap B. 

For the purpose of providing means for the 
detection of any unlawful tampering with the 
envelop the bottom fold a' is formed with an 
extended portion a of substantially the form 
and size of that part of the flap B inclosed by 
the lines b and the line of its folding, which 
extension lies, preferably, separated from the 
end folds a and registers with the said in 
closed portion of the flap, so that the lines b 
lie over the lines C of separation. These 
lines of separation are designed to prevent 
any additional resistance to the tearing open 
of the envelop along the lines b, coming as a 
result of the addition of this detector portion, 
and also to prevent the gum from clogging 
the perforations of the tearing-line. The form 
of this extension or detector portion leaves a 
central parta', at which the lines of separa 
tion terminate and merge into tearing-lines 
ca, having a general upward direction and 
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95 extending through to the top edge of this por 
tion. These lines are preferably formed by 
perforations or indentations and are connect 
ed with the separating edge of this portion by 
slits ca, which insure the tearing thereof 
along said lines should the flap be opened. 
*Two lines of perforations or indentations a? a 
are formed in this detector portion, so as to 
connect the upper ends of each of said lines 
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at a and the middle portions of said separat 
ing edge in such a way as to make triangul 
lar-shaped forms or patterns of the paper 
bounded by its edges and these lines and in 
tended as “detectors,' not alone to indicate 
by the presence of tearing along the lines of 
perforations or indentations that the envelop 
had been opened, but of opening by steam 
ing or in any manner which will not cause 
tearing, as the triangular pieces of paper are 
sensitive to moisture by reason of being sur 
rounded by perforations or indentations, and 
will act as indicators or detectors of any ir 
regular transmission or handling when the 
envelop is finally placed in the hands of the 
person to whom it is addressed. The indica 
tors or “detectors, so called, will form into 
irregular folds or wrinkles when the flap of 
the envelop or wrapper has been opened sur 
reptitiously by the action of steam, chemicals, 
or other agencies and has been resealed. 
The extended portion C of the sealing-flap, 

as before stated, is adapted to be folded un 
der when the flap B is being sealed down. 
For the purpose of so securing it it may be 
gummed on its inner face and when thus 
folded make a reinforcement for the flap and 
present an ungummed face to the portion a 
of the envelop. The flap B is secured down 
On the detector portions, which are either 
gummed for this purpose or else the flap is 
properly gummed to secure the folded-over 
extension C, as well as the said detector por 
tions. By this peculiar method of sealing the 
flap B is not secured to the envelop-body A 
at the center, but a sufficient portion is left 
loose to permit the finger-nail or a portion of 
the finger to slip under the same to grasp it 
to open the envelop. As the said flap B is 
pulled back it tears along the lines b b, and 
the body portion a, secured thereto, tears 
along the lines of perforations or indenta 
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tions at a, which communicate with the slits 
a'a', that start the tearing action. When the 
flap B is fully opened along its tearing-line, 
the whole upper portion of the envelop-body 
has been torn away and remains sticking to 
the severed portion of the flap, thus indicat 
ing that the envelop has been opened, and 
preventing it from being closed, because there 
is no portion of the flap to which the body 
portion can be secured. The perforations are 
placed sufficiently near together to cause 
them. When pulled upon to separate, and thus 
indicate that the envelop has been tampered 
with or opened. 
The reinforcing of the portion of the flap 

B inclosed by the tearing-lines b b may be 
extended to the entire surface of such por 
tion, as shown in the preferred form of the 
invention illustrated in Fig. 4, by making the 
extension-flap C of such size and form as to 
correspond with such portion when folded 
over upon it. In this form the gum is pref 
erably applied to the detector portion of the 
body of the envelop. 
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It will be seen from the foregoing that by 
the employment of my improved envelop or 
wrapper letters can be readily torn open with 
out destroying the envelop as a closure, while 
correspondence or other communications are 
fully protected against any unlawful exam 
ination while en route through the mail, as 
any attempt to open the envelop or Wrapper 
will so tear or injure or change the appear 
ance of the same that any unauthorized or 
unlawful opening thereof or theft therefrom 
may be easily discovered when the letter 
reaches its destination. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 1. An envelop or wrapper comprising a body 
portion, and a sealing-flap provided with a 
centrally - ungummed portion, and having 
tearing-lines formed therein and terminating 
at said ungummed portion, adapted to regis 
ter with the edge of the body portion, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. An envelop or wrapper comprising a body 
portion having a central upper extension 
thereof, and a sealing-flap, having an un 
gummed portion, adapted to cover said ex 
tension, and having tearing-lines extending 
from said ungummed portion and on each 
side thereof to the upper corners of the en 
velop and adapted to register with the upper 
edge of said body portion, substantially as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

3. An envelop comprising a body portion 
and a sealing-flap, the former being provided 
with an extension having a central portion, 
and side portions separated from the body 
as far as said central portion and adapted to 
be torn from said central portion along up 
wardly-extending tearing-lines, the said seal 
ing-flap having an ungummed portion to cover 
said central portion, and a tearing-line on 
each side thereof adapted to register with the 
line formed by the separation of the said ex 
tension from the body portion, substantially 
as described and for the purpose set forth. 

4. An envelop having its bottom fold pro 
vided with a portion adapted to extend be 
yond the end folds, lie separated from said 
end folds, and provided with upwardly-ex 
tending tearing-lines connecting the line of 
separation between it and the end folds, and 
a sealing-flap adapted to be secured down 
over the lap of the bottom fold on the end 
folds, and provided with an ungummed por 
tion and a tearing-line on each side of said 
ungummed portion, extending therefrom to 
the upper corners of the envelop and regis 
tering with the said line of separation be 
tween the body portion and its extension, sub 
stantially as described and for the purpose set 
forth. 

5. An envelop or Wrapper comprising a body 
portion and a sealing-flap, the former having 
a portion thereof adapted to be overlapped 
by, and torn away with, the sealing-flap, the 
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said Sealing-flap having tearing-lines inclos- In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
ing a portion adapted to correspond and reg- in presence of two witnesses. 
ister with the said detachable portion and y 
having a foldable extension SES CO- MORTINIER, IWINGSTON HINCHNIAN, 

5 forming to and registering with the said por- Witnesses: 
tion of the flap inclosed by the tearing-lines, B. CHAUNCEY NORTHRUP, 
as and for the purpose set forth. OLIVER EDWARDS. 

  


