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The invention relates to improvements in display de 
vices and is particularly concerned with a display of a 
type having characters such as letters or numerals indi 
vidually mounted thereon for easy and quick rearrange 
ment and adjustment and in such manner that the char 
acters are located closely against the front surface of a 
background panel or wall. 

Display devices of the general character of the sign 
disclosed herein frequently have the characters provided 
with mounting screws that extend entirely through the 
body of the character for cooperative engagement with 
nuts for securing them onto a slotted mounting bar ar 
ranged on the front face of the mounting panel or other 
background surface. The structure of such displays is 
such that the appearance of the display is detracted from 
by the presence of the heads of the mounting screws on the 
front or display face of the characters and also because 
the structure and mounting of the characters are such that 
the characters are spaced an excessive distance in front 
of the mounting panel or background surface. Further 
more, such prior types of mountings are frequently devoid 
of any satisfactory means to insure that the characters 
are not misaligned vertically. 

In the present disclosure the characters and their mount 
ing are such that there are no exposed mounting elements 
on the front display surface of the characters and the 
characters are held firmly in vertical alignment on an un 
slotted mounting bar in close proximity to the mounting 
panel or background surface. In order to accomplish 
these advantages the display characters in one disclosed 
embodiment are recessed on their back faces to receive 
the mounting bar therein, said recesses including end edges 
that embrace the mounting bar to prevent misalignment 
vertically. The characters are provided also with at least 
two spaced apart machine screws threaded into their back 
faces and located to cause their heads to engage over : 
opposite longitudinal edge margins of the mounting bar 
so that when tightened the character is clamped firmly to 
the bar. These screws also function to insure vertical 
alignment of the characters and their heads are below the 
plane surface of the back faces of the characters. In 
another embodiment disclosed herein the screws, which 
are threaded into the back face of the character, have their 
heads engaged over recessed longitudinal margins or 
ledges on the mounting bar thus providing for close as 
sociation between the mounting bar and its panel or sur 
face and between the characters and the mounting bar. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide 
novelly constructed displays of the character referred to. 

Another object is to provide display characters with 
novel means on their back faces with mounting them for 
easy arrangement on the mounting bar. 

Another object is to provide a display character having 
headed mounting screws engaged in and projecting rear 
wardly from the rear surface thereof. 
Another object is to provide a novel structure for 

mounting characters on a supporting surface in closely 
spaced relationship to the front face of said surface. 
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Another object is to provide a display which is not ex 

pensive to construct, is easy to assemble, very ruggedly 
constructed and pleasing in appearance. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view which will 

appear as the description proceeds, the invention consists 
of certain novel features of construction, arrangement 
and combination of parts hereinafter fully described, ill 
lustrated in the accompanying drawings, and particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims, it being understood 
that various changes in the form, proportion, size and 
minor details of the structure may be made without de 
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of the advan 
tages of the invention. : . . . 

For the purpose of facilitating an understanding of my 
invention, I have illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings preferred embodiments thereof, from an inspection 
of which, when considered in connection with the follow 
ing description, by invention, its mode of construction, as 
sembly and operation, and many of its advantages should 
be readily understood and appreciated. 

Referring to the drawings in which the same charac 
ters of reference are employed to indicate corresponding 
or similar parts throughout the several figures of the 
drawings: - 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a display 
embodying features of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is an elevational view of the back face of a char 
acter embodying features of the invention, showing it 
mounted on a supported bar. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional view 
taken substantially on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2, showing a modified 
form of construction. . . . . . Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary detail sectional view 
taken substantially on line 5-5 of Fig. 4. 

Referring to the disclosures in the accompanying draw 
ings and particularly to Fig. 1, the display embodying one 
embodiment of the present invention consists of a plu 
rality of characters 11 each of which may be a letter of 
the alphabet, a numeral or other representation, mutually 
spaced apart along a support bar 12. The support bar 2 
is secured in any suitable manner preferably at its ends 
as at 13 to a support surface 4 which may be the back 
ground panel of a display sign or the wall of a building or 
the like. 

In the embodiment of the invention specifically dis 
closed in Figs. 2 and 3, the character 11 may be fabri 
cated from any suitable material, such as cast or stamped 
metal, including a front wall 15 and rearwardly extend 
ing marginal flanges 16. In the character illustrated, the 
marginal flanges 16 are suitably cut-out or recessed, as at 
17, inwardly from the rearmost edges thereof substan 
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tially midway from the upper and lower extremities of 
the character. The recesses 17 in the flanges 6 are in 
transverse alignment and are adapted to receive therein 
the support bar 12 which preferably consists of a strap 
of metal having a width corresponding substantially to 
the length of the recesses 17 so that the side walls or 
edges 13 of said recesses are in substantial abutment with 
the side edges of the strap or bar 12. It should be noted 
that the recesses 17 are of a greater depth than the thick 
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ness of the bar 12 so that the rearwardly disposed face 
19 of Said bar is located inwardly a substantial distance 
from the rearmost face of the flanges 16, for a purpose to 
become apparent presently. If desired the forwardly 
disposed face of the bar 12 may be ornamented as for 
example by providing thereon the longitudinal fluting 25. 
The character 11 is firmly secured in any selected posi 

tion of longitudinal adjustment along the bar 12 by means 
of headed elements 22. As shown, these elements pref 
erably comprise machine screws having a threaded stem 
23 threadingly engaged in a tapped boss 24 on the back 
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face of the front wall 15 of the character. It is preferred 
that at least two such threaded elements 22 be provided 
on each character, one arranged on either side of the 
transversely extending bar 12, with the stem portion 23 
thereof in substantial abutment with the related side 
edge of said bar so as to further insure vertical align 
ment of the character relative to the bar 12. The head 
25 of each threaded element. 22 is brought into tight 
binding engagement with the back face 19 of the bar 12. 
so as to secure the character 11 in a selected position. 
of longitudinal adjustment along the bar 12. It should be 
quite apparent that the characters 11 can be easily and 
quickly removed from the supporting bar 12 by removal 
of either or both of the headed elements 22 and that 
when said elements are tightened, the character 11 is 
firmly anchored in place thereon. Loosening of the 
headed elements permits the character 11 to be shifted 
along the bar. 12. 
This construction affords an assembly which is devoid 

of any visible mounting on the front face of the character 
and because the bar 12 and the heads 25 of the threaded 
elements 22 are located inwardly of the rear edge of the 
flanges 16, the characters may be mounted closely against 
the background panel or other supporting wall surface 
14. 

Referring now to the specific construction illustrated 
in Figs. 4 and 5, the character 11a may be constructed 
similar to the character 11 including a front wall 15 and 
rearwardly extending marginal flanges 16 or if desired 
it may be made solid. In this disclosure the mounting 
bar 12a is provided on each of its longitudinal edges with 
marginal recesses defining longitudinal ledges or shoulders 
26, the surfaces of which are offset from the rearmost face 
19a of the supporting bar by a distance equal to or 
greater than the height of the heads 25 of the mounting 
elements 22. The mounting elements 22 are preferably 
machine screws, and, although four are shown, at least 
two such elements are provided on each character 11a, 
one on either side of the supporting bar 12a so that their 
heads 25 will overlie and bear against the ledges 26 for 
securing the character 11a in any position of longitudinal 
adjustment lengthwise of the bar. 12a. The threaded 
mounting elements 22 function also to align the characters 
11a vertically with respect to the horizontal supporting 
bar 12a and inasmuch as the heads 25 thereof lie inwardly 
of the back face 19a of said supporting bar, the bar 
may be secured flat against the background panel or wall. 
surface 14 so as to minimize the spacing between the 
character 11a and said panel or surface. r 

It should be quite evident that, although the present 
disclosure illustrates a mounting including a single sup 
porting bar, the features of the invention may be em 
bodied in an installation requiring two or more such 
bars. 

It is believed that my invention, its mode of construc 
tion and assembly, and many of its advantages should 
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be readily understood from the foregoing without further 
description, and it should also be manifest that while two 
embodiments of the invention have been shown and de 
scribed for illustrative purposes, the structural details are 
nevertheless capable of wide variation within the purview 
of my invention as defined in the appended claims. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the United States is: 
A display sign device adapted to be mounted to the 

vertical planar surface of a background member, said 
device comprising a display character having a vertical 
planar portion, the latter having a front face and a rear 
face, a flange fixed to the periphery of said planar portion 
and extending rearwardly therefrom, said flange having 
a rear vertical edge, said flange having a recess therein 
extending forwardly from said rear vertical edge, said 
recess having a vertical surface located intermediate said 
rear edge of the flange and said rear face of said planar 
portion, a horizontally extending support bar having an 
approximately planar vertical forward Surface and a planar 
vertical rearward surface, said support bar extending 
through said recess in said flange and extending in a 
direction substantially parallel to said planar portion, said 
forward surface of said support bar abutting against said 
vertical surface of said recess, said rearward surface of 
said support bar being spaced forwardly of said rear 
edge of said flange, and a plurality of securing members 
extending approximately perpendicular to said planar 
portion, each of said securing members having a forward 
end with means thereon to fixedly. Secure said forward 
end to said planar portion, each of said forward ends 
of said securing members being located rearwardly of 
said front face of said planar portion, said front face of 
said planar portion being continuous and concealing said 
securing members, each of said securing members having 
an enlarged head thereon adjacent the rearward end there 
of, each of said enlarged heads having a forward shoulder 
surface abutting against the rearward surface of said 
support bar to maintain the forward surface of the sup 
port bar in abutting engagement with said vertical sur 
face of said recess, the extreme rearward end of each of 
said securing members being located forwardly of said 
rear vertical edge of the flange, the front face of said 
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planar portion being uninterrupted by said securing mem 
bers, the latter being concealed by said planar portion, 
whereby the rear edge of said flange may be located in 
abutting relation to or closely adjacent to said vertical 
surface of said background member without obstruction 
or interference by said securing members. 
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