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[57] ABSTRACT

An interspecific hybrid of Cornus kousa and Cornus
florida, which is a large bracted, vigorous, highly florif-
erous, flowering tree, most nearly like its parent C.
kousa, which plant is upright rather than low and
spreading as in C. florida, the instant plant being more
fully branched and spreading as compared with C
kousa, with a period of floral display that is intermediate
to C. kousa and C. florida, exhibiting attractive pink
bracts unlike those of any other hybrid of C. kousa X C.
Sforida.
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to dogwood trees and particu-
larly to the selection of a superior Fy hybrid, after the
interspecific hybridization of an unnamed plant of Cor-
nus kousa (K2)X a plant of Cornus florida ‘Sweetwater’
(D20). '

The selection was part of a long continuing program
of development of new plants of dogwood, and as far as
is I am aware there has been no hybrid from the combi-
nation of C. kousa and C. florida known in the plant art.

Plants of this hybrid are vigorous and upright in
habit, and floriferous. The broad, rounded, overlapping
bracts are light pink and provide a floral display from
about May 18 to June 2. In field trials where the plant
was developed, the plants have been free of infestation
by the dogwood borer and have not exhibited “dog-
wood decline”.

The plant is susceptible of being grown wherever
plants of C. kousa and C. florida are grown although
they have not been tested in any widespread areas by
me or under my direction.

In this program of hybridization which I have carried
on for a number of years, there have béen developed a
substantial number of what I feel are commercially
desirable dogwood trees, particularly because they ex-
hibit their attractive bracts at times when the other
known dogwoods such as C. kousa and C. florida are
not so exhibiting.

In this program I have developed a number of white
dogwoods as well as this particular dogwood which I
have determined should be denominated as ‘Rutgan’,
and is distinguished from the others which were devel-
oped and which are not presently patented by the fact
that it is a pink-bracted dogwood.

The hybrid of my invention, has been asexually re-
produced by stem cuttings so as to determine that it
does in fact come true in successive generations and the
pink coloration is of desirable attractiveness for com-
mercial display in my opinion.

In the following detailed description which includes
some comments in respect to various aspects of the
plant, there is provided in addition, a drawing which
discloses the tree in color and the colors are referred to
the Royal Horticulture Colour Chart for individual

10

20

25

30

2 .

notations and comments made are accurate to describe

_the plant.

FIG. 1 discloses a tree of my new cultivar in full
bloom.

FIG. 2 discloses four floral bracts with central sub-
tended flower heads, typical of my new cultivar.

The coloration is shown in the drawing made from a
photograph which thus reproduces the same as near as
is possible to the colors of the actual plant with the
notations referred thereto.

Parentage:

Seedling.—F interspecific hybrid.

Seed parent.—Unnamed seedling of Cornus kousa
Hance. .

Pollen parent.—Cornus florida L. cv. ‘Sweetwater’.

Propagation:

Method of asexual propagation.—Holds its distin-
guishing characteristics through asexual propa-
gation by such means as grafting, budding, or
rooting of softwood or semi-hardwood stem
cuttings.

Classification.—Botanic name: Fi interspecific hy-
brid of C. kousaX C. florida Commercial name:
Cornus X ‘Rutgan’.

The tree disclosed in FIG. 1 of the drawing is about
17 years old, is 6.39 meters and has a spread of 5.1 me-
ters.

Tree: Vigorous — upright and spreading, or full —
dense — somewhat vase-shaped when young, but
broad and full as an older plant — hardy — very
productive, i.e., very floriferous (but highly sterile).

Trunk: Medium — smooth when young, but becoming
somewhat shaggy with age.

Branches: Medium — smooth.

Lenticels: Numerous — medium.

Leaves: Abundant.

Length.—10.3-14.0 cm (aveérage=12.3).

Width.—4.8-6.6 cm (average=5.4) at widest point.
Medium size. Dark green — Upper surface: RHS
Chart 137A. Lower surface: RHS Chart 138B.

Leaf shape.—Elliptic, with acuminate tip and cune-
ate base.

Margin.—Crenate.
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Petiole.—6-13 mm in length (average=10.3 mm.
Flower buds: The true flowers are small and numerous
and are borne in flower heads. The true flowers are
relatively inconspicuous. The floral display is pro-
vided by the large floral bracts that immediately sub-
tend the flower heads. Hardy: U.S.D.A. Plant Hardi-
ness Zone 6a (— 10 degrees F.).
Bracts:

Color.—Upper surface: RHS 49A (Red Group).
Lower surface: RHS 49D (Red Group).

Size.—Larger in size than those of the seed parent
and equal in size to those of the pollen parent.
When fuily expanded the diameter of the inflo-
rescence from tip to tip of the opposing inner
bracts is about 116 mm; the diameter of the inflo-
rescence as measured from tip to tip of the op-
posing outer bracts is about 105 mm. The aver-
age length of the inner bracts is approximately 56
mm. The average length of the outer bracts is
approximately 50 mm. The average width of the
inner bracts at their widest point is about 40 mm.
The average width of the outer bracts at their
widest point is about 46 mm. Bract length and
width will vary from year to year, but the inner
bracts will most likely be longer and narrower
than the outer bracts each year.

Shape.—Bracts are sessile, nearly rounded to ob-
ovate with short, acute tips and tapered bases.
The inner bracts are longer and narrower than
the outer, or lower bracts. The margins of the
basal one-third of adjacent bracts typically over-
lap.

Peduncle length.—Each flower head is borne on a
peduncle, the average length being about 5 cm at
the time of flowering, whereas those of the C.
kousa parent average approximately 7 cm in
length and those of the C. florida parent average
about 3 cm at the time of flowering. Peduncle
length varies from year to year but the relative
difference between the three plants (two parents
and hybrid) will be quite consistent.

Tree:

Flowers.—Date of first and full bloom: Anthesis of
the tiny, relatively inconspicuous true flowers
generally commences two to four days following
the onset of the ornamental display of the large
floral bracts. The average number of true flow-
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ers per flower head (47) is intermediate to that
for the C. kousa parent (average=49) and that
for the C. florida parent (average=29). Flower-
ing period is early compared with plants of C.
kousa and late compared with plants of C. flor-
ida. Period of floral display (floral bracts) is in-
termediate to that of plants of the parent species;
i.e.,, occurs in mid-May, commencing one to
three days after completion of the floral display
(floral bracts) of most plants of C. florida and
ending a few days prior to the onset of the floral
display (floral bracts) of most plants of C. kousa.

Fryit.—Fully developed fruit have not been ob-
served, as plants of this new F; interspecific
hybrid are highly sterile. However, some flower
heads may persist throughout the growing sea-
son and, occasionally, the fleshy portion of small,
parthenocarpic (seedless) fruit will develop, al-
beit incompletely. However, there is no forma-
tion of a syncarp as in C. kousa, as the flowers in
this new hybrid are distinct and separate in the
flower head, or on the receptacle.

Resistance to:

Insects.—Good. In field plantings with C. kousa
and C. florida, the Dogwood Borer has ravaged
the plants-of C. florida, but has not infested plants
of my new F; interspecific hybrid.

Diseases.—Good. In field plantings with C. florida
and C. kousa, my new F1 interspecific hybrid has
been free of the ‘dogwood decline’ that has deci-
mated cultivated and wild stands of C. florida in
recent years. ‘

I claim:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of dogwood tree, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described, characterized
particularly as to novelty by the unique combination of
its vigor and highly floriferous small flowering form
similar to its seed parent C. kousa in its upright habit but
more spreading and fully branched as a young plant,
producing floral bracts of a pinkish coloration, and
intermediate to the two parent species in regard to char-
acteristics of the overwintering flower buds and time of
flowering, this hybrid being highly sterile, and resistant

to disease and insects.
* * * * *
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