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' 'IMPROVED MEDICINAL PREPARAIION .

The 5:!1'31:&1:,, vlereed to i fhese Wetters Patont amy making part of fhe sume,

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN :

Be it known that I, Cranvis L. Leaz, of San Antonjo, Bexar county, Texas, have invented g new and
improved Medical. Compound; and I do hereby declare that the following is a full, clear; and exact description
thergof, which will enable others skilled in the art to make and use the same. ’

- This invention relates to a new medical preparation which is to be a substitute for the medigaments now
generally used for poultices, and also for internal wedicine, _ ' .
"My invention congists in the application of the dried and powdered leaves, stalks, and joints of the Cactus
opuntia or cochinilifer, for poultices or other medical preparations. )

It has been found that this powder is more mucilaginous, more cooling and effective than ﬂax~seed,'slippery
elm, and other Preparations generally used for poultices. It has no sour or bad smell, nor is it offensive when

.used, or subject to putrid or acid decomposition, and it remaing moist and effective for longer period than the

other p’reparations used for poultices. But besides being used in the said preparation, my powder may also be
‘used for other medical purposes, either alon® or in combination with .other matter.: It may be applied jnter-

nally as well as externally, and I do not wish to confine its use te any particular application or manner of
application, ‘ - : .

"o make the powder, the leaves, stalks, or joints of the aforesaid eactus are or may be freed of their ring

una"gpines, 8o that the most fleshy and pulpy portions may remain, which are then, either whole or cut and

split, submitted to & suitable heating or drying process, by. which they will be rendered perfectly dry and erisp.

Tﬁey are then ground or powdered into a powder of suitable fineness, which may, if desired, be bolted, so as to

have various assorted sizes, . : . )

I do not confine myself to any particular mode of producing the powder from any portion ¢f the aforesaid
plant, nor to any particular treatment to which the said plant or the powder may be submitted before jt is ready
to be applied; bt . » :

" Ido claim as new, and desire to secare by Letters Patent—
© ‘A medicament produced from the material specified. )
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