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1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. this international search report covers all scarchable
claims
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-Continued from Box No. Ili Observations where unity of invention is lacking -***-

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |: Claims 1-b are directed toward: a froth flutation cell including a central dispersing chamber.
Group II: Claims 17 and 18 are directed toward: a method of operating a froth flotation cell that includes a displaceabie closure.

The inventions listed as Groups -1l do not relate to a single generai inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

The special technical features of Group | include: a froth flotation cell including: a central dispersing chamber disposed in the
intermediate zone of the tank; a slurry inlet located in the operatively lower zone of the tank; being in flow communication with a slurry
outlet, in order for slurry located in the operatively upper zone of the tank in use to be displaceable from the tank via the slurry outlet
conduit, which are not present in Group II.

The special technical features of Group I include: a method of operating a froth flotation cell that includes a displaceable closure for
selectively allowing and preventing flow from the operatively lower zone of the tank to the siurry outlet conduit, the method including the
step of opening or closing the closure in response to a level control signal received from a level detection means in order to maintain the
slurry in the tank at a desired level, which are not present in Group |.

The common technical features of Groups | and [l are: a tank having an operatively lower zone, an inlermediate zone and an operatively
upper zone; and a slurry outlet conduit extending from the operatively upper zone of the tank; characterised in that the operatively lower
zone of the tank is also selectively in flow communication with the slurry outlet of the tank, in order for slurry located in the operatively
lower zone of the tank selectively to be displaceable towards the slurry outlet.

These common technical features are disclosed by US 2002/0079270 A1 (BORODYANSKI). Borodyanski discloses: a tank (40, figure 3)
having an operatively lower zone (adjacent 53; figure 3), an intermediate zone (adjacent 52; figure 3) and an operalively upper zone
(adjacent 51, figure 3); and a slurry outlet conduit (20) extending from the operatively upper zone of lhe tank (as shown; figure 3);
characterised in that the operatively lower zone of the tank is also selectively {via height adjustment of outlet 20; paragraph |DU56)) in
flow communication with the slurry outlet of the tank (as shown,; figure 3; paragraph [0057}), in order for slurry located in the operatively
lower zone of the tank selectively to be displaceable towards the slurry outlet (via height adjustment of outlet 20; paragraph [0056]).

Since the common technical features are previously disclosed by the Borodyanski reference, the common features are not special and
so Groups | and |l lack unily.
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