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- UNITED STATES

1,482,165

" JOHN THOMAS, OF MONTREAL, QUEBEC, CANADA.
o | GAME

PATENT OFFICE.

J

- Application filed ‘Novem'ber §5,1921. Serial No. 513,096.

" To allwkomztmay concern:

Be it known that I, Joun THoMmas, a sub-
ject of the King of Great Britain, residing

- at Montreal, Province of Quebec, Canada,

have invented éertain new and useful Im-
provements in Games; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
- The present invention relates to new and
useful 1mprovements in games. -
The primary object of the invention is
the provision of a game based on the funda-

.mental principles of the ordinary game of

poker wherein a plurality of cards are in-
dicated on a board with means provided
upon the cards for engaging and holding a
ball, a series of which, preferably five in
number, are passed over the surfaces of the
cards, being caught and held upon the cards
to indicate various things corresponding to

- that of the above mentioned game of poker.

a

Another object of the invention 1s the

provision of means for projecting the balls .
‘upwardly toward the upper end of the board

from whence they roll by gravity toward the

lower eiid thereof, being deflected along

different lines by means which are attached
to the board, causing them to roll over the
surfaces of the various card indications un-

til they. become caught and held in such

position. :
A further object of the invention is the

provision of an attachment at one side of

the board which is removable and which

- may contain indication marks designating

the value. of the various points to be used
in playing the game. :
A still further object of the invention: is

. the provision of means for elevatine or-

end of the board so that the balls will roll
across the surface thereof. '
Still another object of the invention is
the provision of a game such as above re-
ferred to which will be comparatively sim-

" ple and inexpensive to manufacture, reliable
- and efficient in use, and readily operated.

Another object of the invention is to pro-

vide a game which is equally as well adapt--

ed for older persons as it is for children.
With the above and other objects in view,

the present invention resides in the noyel

features of construction, formations, combi-

nations and arrangements of parts to be

5 hgreinafter. more fully. described, claimed

and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings forming a part of the present applica-
tion, and in which:— - .

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a gam
board constructed in accerdance with the

_present invention; '

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view
thereof; - . B

Figure 3 is a longitudinal sectional view
thereof; , T '

Figure 4 is a longitudina] sectional view
taken -through the mechanism for project-
ing the balls; :

Figure 5 is a detail sectional view illus-
trating the means of retaining’the side at-
tachment in position ;

Figure 6 is a detail perspective view illus-
trating one means of gripping the balls and
holding them in position upon the cards;

Figure 7 is a plan view of a portion of

-the board surface showing a modified form

of the retaining means for the balls includ-
ing(r1 three pins arranged to-engage the same;
and, ~ . . :
Figure 8 is a detail sectional view showing
the pins in side elevation. G
Referring now to the accompanying draw-
ings by corresponding characters of refer-
ence throughout the several views, the nu-
meral 10 designates in general my improved

which is of substantially -rectangular for-
mation, being rounded at its upper end as at
12. A flange 13 extends entirely around the
board projecting upwardly from the surface
thereof to prevent the displacement of the
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"game board which comprises a ‘bottom 11 .
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balls from the board while playing the -

game. A covering shown at 14 covers the
upper surface of the board within the rec-

tangular portion thereof and has marked .

thereon suitable indications which designate
the various cards’in a deck of playing cards,
such as shown at 15. A suitable retaining
device 16 is placed centrally of each of the
cards and is designed to engage one of a
plurality of balls 17. A channel 18 is pro-
vided at one side of the apparatus and with-
in this channel is mounted a spring actuated

plunger 19 provided with a suitable handle

20 by means of which the said plunger can

.be operated to project the balls 17 upwardly

toward the curved end 12 of the board
allowing them to roll downwardly between
the baffle members 21 which deflects the
balls in various directions, thus making the
game one of purely chance. A suitable pad
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22 may be attached to one side of the curved

flange 13. This pad 22 is formed of resilient
material so as to assist in deflecting the balls
at various angles. Other means of engaging
and holding the balls upon the various cards
may be employed such as the depressions
23 which are preferably arranged alternate-
ly between the members 16 or in the form of
pins 24 which will likewise retain the balls
in the manner described. '

A removable attachment of rectangular

" formation is shown at 25 and is secured in
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position to one of the side flanges 13 by the
dowe's 26, which form a channel 27 in which
a scale may be placed, such as shown at 28
indicating the value of the various points
which the cards will indicate.

In playing the game the cards count the
same as in an ordinary game of poker in the
following order :—One pair, two pair, three
of a kind or triplets, straight, flush, full
house, four of a kind, and straight flush. -

The operator first places all or one or
more of the balls-17 in the projecting device
in advance of the plunger 19 and by draw-
ing the handle 20 rearwardly, the bals are
Erojected toward the curved end 12 of the

oard and allowed to fall downwardly pass-
ing over the various card indications until
they are caught and held centrally of the
cards. The player then determines what
points he has made by seeing whether he has
gotten one pair, two pair, three of a kind,
ete. : : '
One or more trials may be had by the

.player, that is, after projecting the balls

first, he may remove those he does not wish
to retain and may project the balance over
again over the surface of the board  which
would correspond to discarding and draw-
in,ti»;{ additional cards in the usual game of
poker. :

- Any suitable elevating device shown at 29
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may be attached to the curved end of the
board for giving the same the proper eleva-
tion for the best operation.

From the foregoing description, taken in

.connection with the accompanying draw-

ings, it will be manifest that a game board
is provided which will fulfil all of the nec-
essary requirements of such a device, and it
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should be understood in this connection that -

various minor changes in 'the specific de-
tails of construction can be resorted to with-
in the scope of the appended claim, without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing any
of the advantages of the invention.

A certain amount of skill is required in
playing the game by pulling the handle 26
in such manner as to direct the bails with
different force against the curved portion of
the flange 13. ‘

Having thus fully described the invention,

‘what I claim as new and desire to protect by

Letters Patent is:—

The herein described game board compris-
ing a body portion having a curved upper
end, means for elevating one ‘end of the
game board, a flange extending around said
board, a pad attached to the flange, deflec-
tors secured to the board, a projection mech-
anism at one side of the board, balls movable

over the surface of the board, a covering

for said board having indication marks
thereon representing the cards of a pack of
playing cards, means centrally of each
card for engaging the balls and holding
them against further movement, an attach-
ment at one side of the board, means for re-
movably holding the attachment in position,
said attachment forming a channel, and
means within the channel to indicate the
number of points and the like for the game.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand.
- JOHN THOMAS.
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