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3 Claims?(C1?70?456) 
Theinvention relatestoa key holder or carrier 

which may bereferred to as Of the padlock type 
in thatit Consists of a,blockOrbody member and 
1oop closelyresemblingthe hasp of a padlock? 
Afeature of theinVentioninitS preferredfOrm 

isthe construction of the hasporloop Of Spring 
wire orsimilar materialand in a,form andar? 
rangement,in connection with the blockwhereby 
the hasp or loop is defected from its normal 
Shape bytighteninganutorequivalent fastening 
means thus defeCting the haSp and placing it 
under tensiOn,Which by preSSingthe nut againSt 
a,Surface of the block Or otherwise proVides a 
lockingStreSS Whichis of COnSiderableadVantage 
in the use of the key holder?Such holders are 
Ordinarily Carried in the p0cket Or handbagand 
the tendency of the nut to become unscrewed 
releasingandscattering the keysiseasily reC0g? 
nized?Thistendency is thus OverCome without 
additionalpartsor complication of the COnStruc? 
tion?TheimproVed construction Whichiscapa? 
ble of considerable Variationas by Change of the 
Shape Of the 100p and USe of other fastening 
means instead of a,nut is,in fact,0f extreme 
Simplicity Consisting,in the preferred form,0f 
but three parts,the block,the loop or haspand 
the nut orequiyalent fastening? 
In the form Shown,the haSpis U-shaped and 

hasalegOn WhichthenutisthreadedandWhich 
first paSSeS through a hole in the block?This 
leg may be nOrmally inclined away from What 
might be consideredits natural,right angular, 
position and tightening of the nuttendsto de 
fleCt and thust0 Straightenit andt0Change the 
angle to a right angle,thus placing the hasp 
undertensiOn and lockingthe nut as bytending 
to rockit against the block?It is notable,how 
ever,that the defiection of the hasp wherebyit 
is placed Under tension to perform the locking 
function may be accomplished in various ways 
aS byincliningeither the leg of the loop or the 
hole and in either case defecting the loop or 
haSp by tightening the nut and causing it to 
COnform to the hole preSSingthenutagainst the 
block?The 10cking efect may be increased by 
Stoppingthe thread on the hasp where the nut 
contactsthe blockor Wherethethreadofthenut 
terminatesinthefinallocked p0sition ofthenut? 
Inthe preferred COnStruction of the invention 

hereinafter illustrated the hasp is of U-shape, 
oneend ofthe U whichis short,resting,in the 
ClOSed position of the hasp,inashalowsocketin 
the block or body member,the other end or leg 
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of the U being passed through a,holenear the 55 

Opp0Site end of the blockand secured by means 
Of a,nut Shown inthe form of a ball? 
In the aCC0mpanying draWing I have illus 

trated akey holder embodyingthe features of 
theinventioninthe preferredform,otherforms 
being contemplated? 
In the draWing, 
Fig,l is a,perspectiVe View showing the key 

hOlder with a key thereon,approximately full 
Size? Fig.2isasimilarViewshowingthehaspopened 
andthe keyremoved? - 
Fig,3 is an eleyation on an enlarged Scale 

Showingthe keyholderwiththe hasp closedand 
10Cked,portions being Sectioned forconvenience 
Of ilustration? 
Fig,4 is a Similar elevation with the nut re 

noved and the hasprelaxed substantiallytoits 
nOrmalp0Sition, 
FigS?5,6 and 7 are diagrammatic views for 

COnvenience indeScribingthe theory of opera 
tion? - - - Referringtothe drawingbynumerals,eachof 
which is used to indicatethe same orsimilar 
partS inthe diferent fgures,the construction 
Comprisesa block or body1,which maytoad? 
Vantage be formed with a,shoulder or ofset 2 
prOViding a p0cket for the nut?This block co 
Operates With a haSp or wire loop3which is 
Shown as of U Shaped outline andanut 4 en? 
gages Oneleg of the U,the nut beingpreferably 
Spherical or of Suitable ornamentalappearance 
andSeated On Saidshoulder? The loop Or hasp3 maybesecuredin various 
WayS butitis preferably ofspringwireorequiva? 
1ent materialand Soarranged thatit may be defected togiveSpringtensionandhencea1ock? 
ing efect asthenut or othersuitablefastening 
4istightened? 
According to the preferred form iustrated, this haspor19op3 hasone1eg5elongated,the 

other leg f1 being preferaby short,Leg5 is 
threadedat 6toreceiyethenut4? 
Toassistin1ocking,the thread6 maytermi 

nateat 7 at the location oftheforwardend8” 
0f the nut thread 8 in the position in which 
tension locking as hereinafter described takes 
place? 
Intheformshown,ofset2isboredorother wiseprovidedwitha holeat 10sothatthe long 

1eg5 ofthe hasp3can bepassed therethrough, 
the_end ofthelatterasaforesaidbeingthreaáed 
at6toreceivethenut4?Theotherendor leg of 
the Uat11isshownasshorterand adaptedto be seatedinashalowsocket12inthebloök, 
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Asaiready suggested the longleg5 of the U 

shaped hasp may beinclinedinwardlyfrom the 
right angular position andthe hole can be Sub 
stantiallyatright angles to the bottom SUrface 
f4 of the block,said hole being slightly larger 
thanthe Wirecomposingthe haSp3,S0thatthere 
is8,tendenCyforthe h8Sp t0remaininthe p0Si 
tionasshownin Fig.5?Asthe nutistightened 
thereisa controllingtendencyto draW the CrOSS 
arm 5 of the U?toward the Surface f4 of the 
blockaSt0the end f6there0f,makingSaid CrOSS 
armparaileltoSaidSurface 14,AttheSametime, 
theinclined1eg5 of the haspis Swung or bent 
clockWisetothe position shownin Fig,7,This 
givesatendency,asthe nutistightened,topress 
8,Surface of the nut againSt the shoulder 2 aS 
at Zafording 8,10cking action 8S the haSp is 
drawnt0the positionshoWhin FigS.1and3? 

If the thre8d 6 on the leg5 of the hasp is 
terminated as SUggestedat T So that the nut ?, 
more particularytheend Ofthethread8therein 
reachestheend of the thread On the haSp leg, 
when the nut reaches its final position,this ar 
rangementgivesa Cl8mpingaction Which 8SSists 
in lOCking, 

It may be notedthat the Seating of theend of 
theshort legofthe Uin the S0cket 12 proVidesa 
fulCrum about Whichthe haSp maySWingand de? 
fiect from the position,Fig.5,to the position in 
?ig.7,asthenutistightened,With a COnSequent 3 
tendency oftheleg5t0 preSSagainst thetOpedge 
of the hole g and pressthenutagainst the block 
atZ. Inthis positionthetension ofthenuttends 
t0 straighten the 1eg50r bringitt08,right an 
gular position maintaininga COntinUCus locking 
tension till the nUt is loosened?To release the 
haSp the nut 4is unSCreWed and pushed down 
Wardlysee Fig,2,removingtheShortleg f from 
SOCket 2? 
The objects andacComplishment of theinVen?? 

tion are fully disCUSSedin the preamble? 
I have thus desCribed a Single embodiment of 

my inVention in the preferred form,the deSCrip? 
tion beingspecific andindetailinorderthatthe 
manner of COnStrUCting,Operatingand USingthe 
invention maybefully Underst00d,However,the 

2,301,611 
specifictermshereinareuseddescriptivelyrather 
than in alimitingSense,the SCOpe0f the inVen tionbeingdefinedintheClaims? 
What ?Claim as new and desire to SeCUre by 

Letters Patentis: 
1,Inakey holderC0mprising8 blockhaVinga 

hole therethrough anda Seat SpaCed 8Way frOm 
Said hole anda U Shaped haSp One leg Of the U 
beingelongatedandextendingthroUgh Saidhole, 
the Other end engaging Said Seat,forming With 
the blockinthe Closedposition ofthe hasp,aloop 
to holdthe keys,anut threaded On the longleg 
andengagingthe blockfordefeCtingandapply 
ing tension to the haSp in the ClOSed p0Sition Of 
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the latter to lockthe nut andthe haSp in Said 
position the thread on the haSp terminating at 
the forwardend of the nut thread in the ClOSed 
position of the haSpto assistinlockingSaidnut. 

2. In a key holder COmprising a bl0Ck and 8 
nasp,the latter forming with the blockin the 
closed position of the hasp,a loop on oneSide Of 
the blockto hold the keys,the haSp being of U 
shaped form with one legelongated,the block 
having a hole through Which Said elongatedleg 
ofthe haspispassed,the blockhavinga Seat for 
theendof theshort leg0fthe haSp,SpaGedaWay 
fromSaid holeandthelonglegofthe haSp being 
pormallyinclinedtosaid hole,a nut threaded On 
anend of the hasp which projects from the hole 
in the block oppositelyto the l00p,the nut SerV 
ingto defectSaidlongleg of the haspandapply 
tension to the haSp proViding a locking StreSS 
pressingthe nut against the blockat OneSide0f 
SaidlegandSaidhole. , 
3,In 8 key holder Comprising a block and a 

hasp formingWiththe blockintheClosedposition 
of the haSp a ClOSed lo0p to hold the keyS Said 
hasp being of U-shape,haVing tWo legs,One 
longerthan the other,the block haVinga Socket 
for theshort leganda hole through Which the 
1onglegis passed,the hole being out of align 
ment with then0rmal p0sition Ofthe longlegand anutengagingthe1onglegforapplyingtension 
andtendingtoalign the SaidlegWith the hole? 
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