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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jurius C. Grisox, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, county of Cook, and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Shoe-Stretchers, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
shoe stretchers and has for its object the
production of a device of this character
which shall be simple of construction, dura-
ble in use, comparatively inexpensive of
manufacture, and by means of which shoes
may be stretched at local points to compen-
sate for abnormal skin excrescences, such as
corns and bunions, and thereby render com-
fortable a shoe which in all other respects
is a perfect fit.

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

With these objects in view my invention
consists in the novel construction and ar-
rangement of parts which will be herein-
after fully described and more particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.

My invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying
drawing forming a part of this specification,
and in which,

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im-
proved shoe stretcher in its preferred form,
and Fig. 2 is a detail view showing a lock-
ing link used in the device.

Referring now to the drawings, 1 desig-
nates a lever and 2 a second lever pivoted to
lever 1 as shown. The lever 1 is provided
at one extremity with a hemispherical
stretcher-head 3 and at the other with a
curved toothed rack 4, the former being pro-
vided to stretch the leather of the shoe at
any desired point and the latter being adapt-
ed to engage the link 5 for locking the le-
vers together during the time that the shoe
is being stretched. A long nearly straight
edge 6 is provided at one extremity of the
lever 2 so that a long contact is made on the
side of the shoe opposite to that being
stretched, and at the other end of said lever
an eye 7 is provided in which the link 5 is
pivoted, the latter being free to swing as in-
dicated by dotted lines. One end of the link
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5 is provided with an edge 8 V-shaped in
cross section to engage the raking teeth 9
of the rack 4 and with a spherical handle
10 by means of which the link 5 may be
forced over said teeth for drawing the levers
together. The teeth 9 thus serve two func-
tions, namely, the codperation of the in-
clined surfaces thereof with the edge 8 of
the link in forcing the levers together and
the coéperation of the short surfaces or stops
thereof with said edge for locking the link
in position when the proper tension has been
secured. A tool is thus formed which is
comparatively quick-acting and very effi-
cient in use.

While I have shown what I deem to be
the preferred form of my invention I do
not wish to be limited thereto as there might
be various changes in the details of construe-
tion and arrangement of parts described
without departing from my invention, and
hence I desire fto avail myself of such
changes and alterations as fairly fall within
the spirit and scope of the appended claims.

Having described my invention what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. In a shoe stretcher, the combination of
two levers pivoted together intermediate
their ends, a hemispherical stretcher-head
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at one extremity of one lever and a curved

toothed rack at the other, and a link pivoted
in an eye provided in the other lever adapt-
ed to engage said toothed rack and draw
the ends of said levers together. substan-
tially as described.

2. In a shoe stretcher, the combination of
two levers pivoted together intermediate
their ends, a hemispherical stretcher-head at
one extremity of one lever and a curved
toothed rack at the other, a link pivoted in
an eye provided in the other lever adapted
to engage said toothed rack and draw the
ends of said levers together, and a handle
extension on said link, substantially as de-
scribed.

8. In a shoe stretcher, the combination of
two levers pivoted together intermediate
their ends, a hemispherical stretcher-head at
one extremity of one lever and a curved
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toothed rack at the other, a link pivoted in the | name to this specification in the presence of
other lever adapted to engage1 said toothed | two subscribing witnesses.
rack, and a transversely extending V-shaped 7
edge in said link adapted to engage the teeth JULIUS C. GRISON.
5 of said rack and draw the ends of said levers Witnesses:
together, substantially as described. . Josuwa R. H. Porrs,
In testimony whereof I have signed my W. C. Syurm.



