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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Sciefflera plant named ‘Mato’
is disclosed, characterized by a compact growth habit, and
palmately compound leaves. Plants grow rapidly and are
suitable for commercial production in 13 cm and larger pots.
The new variety is a Schefflera, typically produced as an
ornamental plant.
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Latin name of the genus and species: Schefflera schizo-
phylila.
Variety denomination: ‘Mato’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Schefflera plant, botanically known as Schefflera, of the
family Araliaceae, and hereafter referred to as ‘Mato’.

The new Schefflera ‘Mato’ originated as a naturally
induced whole plant mutation from an unnamed selection of
Schefflera schizophylla. The new Schefflera was discovered
and selected by the inventor in 2018 as a single plant in a
controlled environment commercial greenhouse in Assend-
elft, the Netherlands.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar ‘Mato’ was first
performed by vegetative cuttings beginning in 2018 in
Assendelft, the Netherlands. The new cultivar reproduces
true to type by asexual methods.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Mato’,
which in combination distinguish ‘Mato’ as a new and
distinct Schefflera cultivar:

1. Upright plant habit.

2. Rapid growth rate.

3. Palmately compound leaves.
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PARENT COMPARISON

Plants of the new cultivar Schefflera schizophylia ‘Mato’
are similar to the parent variety in most horticultural char-
acteristics. The new cultivar exhibits the following differ-
ences from the parent plant:

1. Schefflera ‘Mato’ has a more compact growth habit than

the parent plant.
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2. Foliage of Schefflera ‘Mato’ is darker green than foliage
of the parent plant.

COMMERCIAL COMPARISONS

The new cultivar ‘Mato’ is comparable to plants of the
species Schefflera actinophylla in many horticultural char-
acteristics. The new cultivar, however, differs in the follow-
ing:

1. Plants of ‘Mato’ have palmately compound leaves

whereas plants of Schefflera actinophylla have oblan-
ceolate leaves.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photograph illustrates the overall
appearance of the new Schefflera cultivar ‘Mato’ showing
the colors as true as is reasonably possible with colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photograph may
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describes the color of
‘Mato’.

FIG. 1. shows a side view perspective of a typical potted
plant of ‘Mato’ in a 21 cm pot.

FIG. 2. shows a close up of a typical leaf of ‘Mato’.

FIG. 3. shows a close up of the leaflets of ‘Mato’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

‘MATO’ has not been tested and observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype of the
new cultivar may vary with variations in environment such
as temperature, light intensity, frequency of fertilization,
composition of fertilizer, flowering treatment, day length
and humidity, without any change in the genotype of the
plant. For example, substantial differences in plant height
and diameter, number of leaves, can result depending on the
size of the plant at the time that flowering is induced by
flowering treatment. Since treatment to induce flowering
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disrupts normal watering and fertilization regimens, flow-
ering treatment of relatively smaller plants adversely affects
the growth of the plant.

The aforementioned photograph, together with the fol-
lowing observations, measurements and values describe the 5
new Schefflera ‘Mato’ as grown in a greenhouse in Assen-
delft, The Netherlands, under conditions which closely
approximate those generally used in commercial practice.
Plants of ‘Mato’ were grown in a greenhouse with day
temperatures ranging from 20° C. to 28° C. and night
temperatures ranging from 18° C. to 23° C. No artificial
lighting or photoperiodic treatments were conducted, but
plants of ‘MATO’ are forced into flowering. The following
fertilizer is added when growing plants of ‘MATO’: 1 part
nitrogen, 0.6 parts phosphor, 2 parts Kalium and 0.1 parts
magnesium.

Color references are made to The Royal Horticultural
Society Colour Chart (R.H.S.), 2001 edition, except where
general colors of ordinary significance are used. Color
values were taken under daylight conditions in a greenhouse
in Assendelft, The Netherlands.

Botanical classification: Schefflera schizophylla ‘MATO’.
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PROPAGATION
25
Propagation method: Vegetative cuttings

PLANT

General appearance and form:
Shape.—Upright and outward, forming an overall
globular shape.
Height—About 50 cm to 150 cm.
Width.—About 2 meters.
Typical commercial pot sizes: 13 cm and larger.
Plant vigor: Good.
Growth rate: Rapid
Cold tolerance: Frost tender. Temperatures below 0° C. may
damage plants.
Stem:
Average length—Variable, depending up culture. 4 to
10 cm.
Average width.—2.5 cm.
Shape.—Near RHS Grey-Brown 199D.
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Texture.—Smooth.
Axillary buds—Present. Length: About 3 to 4 cm.
Color: Near Brown 200A. Texture: Farinose.

FOLIAGE

Leaf:

Structure—Palmately compound.

Average diameter and length.—75 cm.

Shape.—Orbicular.

Leaflets—Quantity: 10 per leaf Shape: Irregular linear.
Length: Width: 3 cm at narrowest, 25 cm at widest.
Margin: Sparse, irregular dentations. Apex: Acumi-
nate Base: Rounded. Texture: Upper surface: Gla-
brous. Lower surface: Sparsely farinose. Aspect:
Mainly flat. Color: Immature, Upper Side: RHS
Brown 200B. Immature, Under Side: RHS Brown
200B. Mature, Upper side: RHS Yellow-Green
147A. Mature Under side: RHS Yellow-Green 146A.

Venation—Type: Linear. Color upper side: RHS Yel-
low-Green 144A. Color under side: RHS Yellow-
Green 144B.

Petiole—TIength: About 30 cm to 70 cm. Diameter:
Approximately 6 mm. Color: Near RHS Yellow-
Green 146A. Texture: Pruinose.

Leaflet petiole (petiolule)—Length: 3 cm to 10 cm.
Diameter: 2.5 mm. Color: Near RHS Yellow-Green
146A. Texture: Pruinose.

FLOWERS
Flowering and fruiting not observed to date.
OTHER CHARACTERISTICS

Seeds: Not observed to date.

Fruit: Not observed to date.

Disease/pest resistance: Neither resistance nor susceptibility
to normal diseases and pests of Schefflera have been
observed.

What is claimed is:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Schefflera plant named

‘Mato’ as herein illustrated and described.
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FIG. 2
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