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This invention relates to identification marker's 
and more particularly to a plug bearing an iden 
tification tag or card insert which may be inserted 
into an opening or hole as the finger hole in a 
bowling ball. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
plug which may be readily inserted into a finger 
hole of a bowling ball or any similar opening and 
to provide the plug with an identification marker. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a plug which is adapted to be readily inserted into 
and removable from a finger hole of a bowling 
ball or similar opening in which the plug is pro 
vided with a top opening through which the iden 
tification marker may readily be viewed and a side 
opening through which the identification marker 
may be readily inserted and renoved. 
To stamp or impress any identification initials 

or other marks on the surface of a bowling ball 
Would mar the surface of the ball and in Such a 
case the desirable Smooth Surface Would be ad 
versely affected. This is especially so for a bowl 
ing ball owned by a proficient bowler. Since 
many bowlers own their own bowling ball and 
carry it with them from place to place, it is Very 
desirable that a marker be provided to readily 
identify each ball. An identification tag pasted 
on the ball is likewise undesirable as SOrne paste 
remains on the ball when the tag is removed. The 
identificatic; plug as set forth in this inventiG: 
eliminates the undesirable characteristics of othager 
typ3s of identification markers, and is equally, if 
not more, effective for identification. 
A still further object of this invention is to pro 

vide an identification plug which Inay be readily 
manufactured and marketed at a very reaSOInable 
price. 
While it is tire that in OS, howle's Who: OW in 

their own ball carry the ball in a bag or Satchel 
and have identification tags affixed to the bag, 
while at the bowling alley the ball is left on a rack 
for some time and it is at this time and othei's 
When the ball is renoved fron its container that 
identification means as Set forth by this invention 4 
are particularly applicable. 
To the foregoing objectS, and others Which may 

hereinafter more fully appear, the invention con 
sists of the novel construction, coin bination and 
arrangement of parts, as will be nore S280ifically 
referred to and illustrated in the acco inpanying 
drawings, but it is to be understood that changes, 
variations, and modifications Inay be resorted to 
which fall within the scope of the invention aS 
claimed. 
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In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of an identification 

plug inserted in a bowling ball, 
Figure 2 is a view, partly in section, taken on 

the line 2-2 of Figure i, 
Figure 3 is a section taken on the line 3-3 of 

Figure 2, s 
Figure 4 is a top plan view of a modified form 

of plug, 
Figure 5 is a section taken on the line 3-5 of 

Figure 4, 
Figure 6 is a section taken on the line 6-6 of 

Figure 4, m 
Figure 7 is a top plan view of a Second modi 

fication of this plug, 
Figure 8 is a side view, partly in section, taken 

on the line 8-8 of Figure 7, 
Figure 9 is a sectional view taken on the line 

9-9 of Figure 8, 
Figure 10 is a third modification of this inven 

tion, and 
Figure 11 is a section taken on the line - 

of Figure 10. 
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 20 

designates generally a bowling ball having a fin 
ger opening 2. The identification plug 22 is 
partially insertible into the opening 2. The 
plug body 22 is of a frustro-conical or generally 
tapering configuration. So as to be applicable to 
various bowling balls having different sized 
openings 2. The plug 22 nay be made of Wood, 
rubber, plastic, or any other Suitable material. 
The top portion of the plug 22 is formed with an 
annular opening or recess 23 and a groove 24 in 
the side Wallis formed by the opening 23 resulting 
in a flange 25, overhanging the groove 24. A 
card 26 of paper or other Suitable material is 
formed into a disc larger than the opening 23 and 
of suitable size to be retained in the slot 24. The 
identification marks are placed on this card 26. 
A second disc 27, of a size similar to the disc 26, is 
made of suitable transparent material and is in 
serted into the opening 23 and groove 24 over the 
card 25 to prevent obliteration of the marks on 
the card 26 by dirt or other substances tending 
to mark the card 26 when inserted into the plug 
22. 
A modification of this invention is exemplified 

in Figures 4, 5 and 6, wherein the plug 30, also of 
a frustro-Conical Configuration, is formed With 
a rectangular opening 3 in the top thereof, an 
opening 33 in the side of the plug 3 having a rec 
tangular groove 32 about the edges thereof, 
through which a card 34 and a protective trans 
parent sheet 35 may be removably inserted. 
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Another modification of this identification plug 
is shown in Figures 7, 8 and 9. In this modifica 
tion the tapered plug 40 is formed at its upper 
end with a wide annular concavo-convex flange 
4f extending outwardly and downwardly around 
the finger opening 2. Formed integrally with 
the plug 40 and flange 4, a card support 42 ex 
tends upwardly from the fiange 4. The card 
Support 42 is formed with an opening 43 on one 
Side, and a groove 44 on three sides of the inner 
surfaces formed by the opening 43. 
An opening 45 in the side of the Support 42 

Communicates with the groove 44 and opening 
43, forming a passage whereby a card 46 and 
transparent sheet 47 may be inserted into the 
holder 42. 
A third modified form of this invention is seen 

in Figures 10 and 11. In this form of the inven 
tion the plug 50 is of a generally tapering config 
uration and is formed with annular ribs 5 along 
the length of the plug 50, whereby the diameter 
of the ribs 5 becomes decreasingly smaller to 
wards the bottom of the plug 50. For different 
sized finger openings in the ball 20 different ribs 
5 will be in engagement with the sides of the 
hole, depending on the size of the hole. In the 
forms shown by Figures 1 through 9, the plug is 
wedged into the outer end of the opening 2, 
whereas in the form of Figures 10 and 11 the ribs 
5 are pressed into the hole 2 and engage the 
sides of the opening. 
The exact configuration illustrated is regarded 

as the optimum, but Some of the desirable results 
inherent in this disclosure may be obtained by 
various slight modifications including some de 
parture from the exact configuration shown, and 
it is therefore requested that the scope of the 
invention should be regarded as limited only by 
the terms of the claim. 
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4. 
What I cairn is: 
In combination. With a bowling ball having a 

relatively deep finger engaging aperture therein, 
a resilient frustro-conical identification plug 
Comprising a single unitary member having a 
maximum diameter materially greater than the 
diameter of Said aperture and a minimum diam 
eter materially less than the diameter of said 
aperture whereby Said plug may be partially in 
Serted in said aperture and Secured therein by 
Wedging action, a material portion of said plug 
projecting from Said opening whereby said plug 
may be readily removed, said plug having a re 
ceSS in the upper end thereof, an undercut groove 
about Said receSS forming an overlying flange, 
and an identification card removably insertable 
in Said receSS beneath said flange. 
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