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Group I: Claims 1-i3, 18 directed to a device for treating a fistula having an expandable sealing element.

Group lI: Claims 14-17, 19 directed to a device for treating a fistula having a vacuum source.
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fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box |lI: Observations where unity of invention is lacking

The inventions listed as Groups I-ll do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

SPECIAL TECHNICAL FEATURES

The invention of Group | includes the special technical feature of an expandable sealing element and a sleeve, not required by the
claims of Group Ii.

The invention of Group If includes the special technical feature of a tissue engagement portion, a vacuum source, a lumen providing fluid
communication between the vacuum source and the tissue engagement

component, not required by Group |.

COMMON TECHNICAL FEATURES

Groups | and Il share no common elements that would otherwise unify the groups.

Therefore, Groups I-Il lack unity under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special technical feature.
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