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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, Parizy ArNorp, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Stockton; in the county of Jo Daviess and
State of Illinois, have mmvented certain new
and useful Tmprovements in Hay-Racks, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to fastening devices
for removably supperting the sides of a hay
rack upon the body thereof, and the primary
object thereof is to provide a fasténing de-
vice of this character which is formed
from a single length of resilient material
ahd which will effectively retain the sides
of the hay rack against movement.

The invention has for another object, the
provision of a simple form of fastening de-
vices of the above character which will be
composed of the minimum of pieces and will
be readily secured in position to hold the
sides of the rack upon the edges of the main
portion or platform of said rack. _

With the above and other objects in view,
the invention resides in the novel construe-
tion, combination and arrangement of parts
as will be hereinafter more specifically set
forth, pointed out in the claims and shown
in the drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a elevation of my improved
invention in use,

Fig. 2 is a detail section on the plane of
line 2—2 of Fig. 1, looking in the direction
indicated by the arrows,

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail perspective
of one of the clamps removed and,

Fig. 4 is a detail view of.one of the corner
posts of the sides of the hay rack.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings in which similar reference characters
designate corresponding parts throughout
the several views, 1 designates the platform
of a hay rack upon which the sides 2 may
be readily secured by my improved form
of clamp, the lower ends 3 of the corner
posts 4 of the sides 2 being reduced to pro-
vide shoulders 5 which are rectangular in
cross section. Tt will be understood that the
opposite corner posts 4 of the hay rack
sides 2 are connected by suitable crossed
transverse end members 6 to form the ends
of the crib or rack.

My invention does not however reside in
the specific construction of the hay rack but
relates more particularly to a novel fasten-
ing means for securing the side of the hay
rack to the bottom portion thereof. As is

ovident in the drawing one of my improved
fastening devices is attached to sach of the
corner posts 4 ag will be hereinafter pointed
out.  Each fastening device comprises a
single piece of wire, preferably rod wire
possessing the requisite strength and a cer-
tain amount of resiliency. In forming the
device, the wire is first bent upon itself to
provide the bight 7 and spaced parallel legs
8 of a substantially U shaped loop. At a
point remote from the bight 7 the legs 8
are turned downwardly to extend substan-
tially at right angles as indicated at 9 and
the free extremities of these portions 9 ave
then directed inwardly toward one another
to provide the fingers 11. A plate 12 is
slidably mounted upon the legs 8 by passing
said legs through suitable openings formed

in the opposite end of the plate and the pur-

pose of ‘this plate will be hereinafter set
forth.
To assemble my device with a hay rack

as shown in Fig. 1, the plate 12 is first

moved toward the bight 7 of the loop in
order to allow the legs 8 to spread or be
spread apart a sufficlent distance to pass
the fingers 11 over the beam 10 as shown
in Fig. 1. The fastening device being
formed of a resilient metal it will be ap-
preciated that when the legs 8 are released
after spreading, the same will be caused to
engage opposite sides of the beam 10 to
bring the fingers 11 into engagement with
the under surface of said beam. The Bight
7 of the loop extends outwardly beyond the
platform and in spaced relation with the
side edges to provide a space therebetween
to receive the lower end 3 of the post 5, the
shoulder of said post bearing upon the loop
to prevent vertical movement thereof. The
plate 12 is then moved into engagement
with the upper face of the beam 10 and in
this position will prevent spreading of the
portions 9 and consequent disengagement of
said portions and the fingers 11 from the
beam. Whenever this plate is moved a cer-
tain distance from the upper face of the
beam it will be possible to move the portion
9 and fingers 11 away from each other the
distance necessary to permit the device to
be removed from said beam,

While the preferred embodiment of the
invention has been shown and described, it
will be understood that minor changes in
the details of construction and arrangement
of parts may be resorted to within the scope
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of the appended claims without departing
from the spirit of the invention or sacrl-
ficing any of the advantages of the same.

I claim:

1. The combination with a hay rack in-
cluding a plurality of cross beams and verti-
cal standards, of fastening devices engaged
with said cross beams to retain the stand-
ards in proper position, each of said fasten-
ing devices comprising a single piece of
wire bent to form a U shaped loop horizon-
tally disposed to receive one of said stand-
ards, the side portions of the loop being
turned downwardly to engage opposite sides
of one of said beams, and the extreme end
of said downwardly turned portion being
dirvected inwardly toward one another to
provide fingers engaging the under face of
the beam, and a plate slidably mounted on

~ the leop engageable with the upper face of

1,261,201

the beam to prevent spreading of said
fingers.

9. Ag an'article of manufacture, a fasten-
ing device of the character described, com-
prising a single piece of wire bent to pro-
vide a substantially U shaped loop including
parallel side portions, the ends of said side
portions being turned downwardly to ex-
tend at right angles to said loop and being
then directed inwardly toward one another to
provide opposing fingers, and a retaining
plate slidably engaged with the side portion
of the loop to retaln the same in proper re-
lation to one another.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

PARLEY ARNOLD.

Witnesses:

W. C. KINDERBACHER,
P. J. Moore.

Copies of this patent may he gobtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Qommissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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