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57 ABSTRACT 
A merchandising display facing including a plurality of 
interlocking indicia plates, and a plurality of holding 
means for securing the plates in position on the dis 
play facing. The holding means includes rails that are 
connected to a background backing paneling of the 
display sign supporting structure when indicia plates 
are supported by the holding means. The holding 
means includes rails connected to adjustable mounting 
means that are connected to an existing display sign. 
supporting structure when combination indicia 
background plates are supported by the holding 
means. The interlocking plates include either indicia 
material or a combination of indicia-background 
material between the forward and rear surfaces of the 
plates adjacent the forward surface. The plates are 
both translucent or opaque, depending upon the 
desire to back-illuminate the display. 

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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MERCHAND SING DSPLAYFACNG 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to a new and improved 

merchandising display facing including a plurality of in 
terlocking character plates and holding means for sup 
porting the plates. 

In the past, display sign structures were permanently 
connected to a building. The display sign structures in 
cluded frame and wall members holding a corrugated 
or flat translucent backing panel in front of an illu 
minating means. The character or letter holding means 
are permanently supported by the frame and wall mem 
bers in front of the backing panel. The appearance of 
the display sign structures is only changed by varying 
the order of the character or letter plates in the holding 
63S. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The merchandising display facing is connected to an 
existing supporting structure or an existing display sign 
supporting structure in such a manner to provide illu 
mination to the rear of the display facing. The 
merchandising display facing includes display plates, 
and holding means connected to the display sign struc 
ture to support a plurality of rows of display plates. 
The first embodiment of the display facing includes a 

plurality of indicia-background plates and holding 
means that include rails and adjustable mounting 
means. The combination indicia-background plates in 
clude colored background material about indicia 
material having a two tone prismatic or graphic design. 
The colored background material and indicia design 
are molded between the forward and rear surfaces of 
the plate adjacent the forward surface. The mounting 
means are adjustable to vary the spacing between the 
display sign supporting structure and rails that hold the 
display plates. The mounting means are fixed to most 
existing display sign supporting structures and projects 
toward the open front of the display structure. A plu 
rality of rails are removably connected to the distal 
ends of the mounting means to provide lateral support 
for the indicia-background plates. 
The second embodiment of the display facing in 

cludes a plurality of indicia plates, and holding means. 
The indicia plates includes material having a two tone 
prismatic or graphic design molded between the for 
ward and rear surfaces of the plate adjacent the for 
ward surface. The holding means includes rails con 
nected directly to the corrugated or flat translucent 
backing panel of the display sign supporting structure. 
The rails are affixed to the backing panel to support the 
indicia plates. 
The object of this invention is to provide an 

economical means for a merchant or others to change 
merchandising copy for advertising, that can be at 
tached to existing display structures, signs, pylons, and 
directories. It is also an object of this invention to pro 
vide a merchandising display facing that reduces instal 
lation costs. Another object of this invention is to pro 
vide display facing that may be installed by unskilled 
labor. Another object of this invention is to provide 
noncomplex interlocking display plates. A further ob 
ject of this invention is to provide a combination in 
dicia-background plate. A further object of this inven 
tion is to provide a display plate having a combination 
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2 
of indicia and background material between the for 
ward and rear face of the plate. A further object of this 
invention is to provide an indicia design molded just 
below the surface of the forward surface of the display 
plate to provide good weatherability and protection 
from fading in sunlight. Another object of this inven 
tion is to provide display plates with feet thereon for 
mobility. An additional object of this invention is to 
provide an easily changeable panel and rail means. 

In accordance with these and other objects which 
will be apparent hereinafter, the instant invention will 
now be described with particular reference to the ac 
companying drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

In the drawing: 
FIG, 1 is a partial view of cross section of the indicia 

background plates connected to rails and mounting 
means; . . . 

FIG.2 is afront view of an indicia-background plate; 
FIG. 3 is a horizontal cross-sectional view of an in 

dicia-background plate; 
FIG. 4 is a partial side view in cross section of the in 

dicia plates held by rails connected to an existing flat 
translucent backing panel; 

FIG. 5 is a horizontal cross-sectional view of an in 
dicia plate; and 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a portion of the rail 
member shown in FIG. 5. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now in detail to the drawing, wherein the 
first embodiment of the invention is shown, and refer 
ring, particularly, to FIG. 1, showing a partial cross-sec 
tional view of the merchandising display facing, 
generally designated by numeral 2, that includes a plu 
rality of interlocking character plates 4 and 6, and a 
plurality of holding means, generally designated by nu 
meral 8. The holding means includes rail means 10 and 
12, and adjustable mounting means 14 and 16. The 
mounting means are connected to the back wall 18 of 
the display sign supporting structure. The display sign 
supporting structure includes frame members or angle 
irons, such as angle irons 20 and 22, that support the 
far side wall 24, the near side wall, not shown, and top 
and bottom walls, not shown. 
Each of the rail means include an upper groove 26 

and a lower groove 28. The lower groove is deeper than 
the upper groove. The forward portion 30 of the rail 
holds the plates against the rear portion 32 of the rail. 
The rear portion includes a snap-on means 34 to 
detachably connect the rail means to the adjustable 
mounting means 14. 
The adjustable mounting means 14 includes a base 

member 36, a moveable portion 38, and a connecting 
portion 40 affixed to the moveable portion 38. The 
base member 36 is permanently connected to the dis 
play sign supporting structure. The moveable portion 
38 is moveably connected to the base member 36 for 
adjusting the distance from wall 18 to distal male con 
nectors portions 42 and 44 on the connecting portion 
40. Adjustable mounting portion 38 is connected to the 
base member 36 by slide connectors 46 and 48. The 
slide connector bolts 46 and 48 pass through the elon 
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gated slots 50 and 54, respectively, in the moveable 
portion 38 and elongated slots 52 and 56, respectively, 
in the base member 36. The bolts are tightened to fix 
the position of the moveable portion 38 on the base 
member 36. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, showing plate 6 with the 
combination of a letter character 58 and a background 
portion 60 in the plate. The sides 62 and 64 of the plate 
are molded with faces at a 45° angle to the face of plate 
in order to provide edges that interlock with the edges 
of adjacent plates. The interlocking edges hold each 
adjacent plate in each row in an interlocking arrange 
ment. The lower edges of each plate include feet 66. 
The feet allow foreign material lying in the bottom of 
the upper groove of the rail to be removed easily. When 
the plates are slid sideways in the rail, the feet move the 
foreign matter toward drain holes, not shown, in the 
bottom of the upper groove. The drain holes are drilled 
through the base of the upper groove at spaced inter 
vals. Also, the feet allows water to flow freely, in the 
upper groove into the adjacent drain hole. The flowing 
water will carry away foreign matter in the groove. The 
foreign matter must be removed from the upper groove 
to prevent the debris from building up and cast a 
shadow on the display facing. 

FIG. 3 shows a side view of plate 6 with the inter 
locking side portions 62 and 64, adjacent similar plates. 
Plate 6 includes a letter indicia 58 held between the 
rear surface 66 and the front forward surface 68 of the 
panel. Both the letter indicia and the background 
material are located just beneath the forward surface 
68. 
The second embodiment of the display facing, as 

shown in FIG.4, includes a plurality of rail members 20 
holding a plurality of plates 72 against a display struc 
ture background panel 74. Rail member 70 is con 
nected to the background panel 74. The dual rail 
member 70 is fixed laterally across the face of the dis 
play structure. The dual rail member includes an upper 
groove 76 and a lower groove 78. The lower groove 78 
is deeper than upper groove 76. The lowest rail 80 con 
nected to panel 74 is similar to the upper portion of the 
rail member 70. The highest rail, not shown, is similar 
to the lower portion of the rail member 70. The display 
plates are supported in grooves or guide slots in the rail 
members. 
The indicia plate 72 includes interlocking side por 

tions 80 and 82, as shown in FIG. 5. The letter 
character 84 is located between the rear surface 86 and 
forward surface 86 of the plate 72. The letter character 
84 is molded into the plate just beneath the forward 
surface 88. 

In use, the plates are first inserted into the deeper 
lower groove 28 or 78, as shown in FIGS. 1 or 4, until 
the lower edge of the plate passes over the next lower 
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rail. Thereafter, the plate is moved inwardly and 
lowered into the upper groove of the next adjacent 
lower rail. The plate is held in place between the ad 
jacent rails. 
The extruded rail means 70, as shown in FIG. 6, in 

cludes a longitudinal braking slot 90. The rail means 
may be easily broken into two pieces along the braking 
slot 90. The right hand piece 92 forms the lowest rail 
member on the merchandising display facing. The left 
hand piece 94 forms the uppermost or highest rail 
member on the merchangising display facing 

e instant invention SE R8. described 
herein in what is considered to be the most practical 
and preferred embodiment. It is recognized, however, 
that departures may be made therefrom within the 
scope of the invention and that obvious modifications 
will occur to a person skilled in the art. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A merchandising display facing for a display struc 

ture comprising: 
holding means connected to the display structure, 
display plates including a body portion with indicia 

between the front and rear face of the body por 
tion held by said holding means, 

said holding means includes a plurality of adjustable 
mounting means, and 

a plurality of rails removably connected to said 
mounting means. 

2. A merchandising display facing for a display struc 
ture asset forth in claim 1 wherein; 

said adjustable mounting means includes a fixed base 
member and an adjustable mounting portion slida 
ble connected to said base member. 

3. A merchandising display facing for a display struc 
ture asset forth in claim 2, wherein; 

said body portion includes combination of indicia 
and background between the front and rear faces 
of the body portion. 

4. A merchandising display facing for a display struc 
ture asset forth in claim 3, wherein; 

said body portion includes interlocking sides for in 
terlocking adjacent plates one to the other. 

5. A merchandising display facing for a display struc 
ture asset forth in claim 4, wherein; 

said body portion includes feet projecting 
downwardly from the lower edge of said body por 
tion. 

6. A merchandising display facing for a display struc 
ture asset forth in claim 2, wherein; 

said rail includes a snap-on connector for attaching 
said rail to said adjustable mounting portion, 

said rail includes an upper groove for the base of the 
plates and a deeper lower groove for the upper 
edge of the plates. 
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