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The invention relates to footwear of the fype that is
described in Norwegian Patent No. 92,735. Such foot-
wear consists of an elongated, symmetrically shaped sole,
or a bottom of strong material, from the edges of which
extends a corresponding, preferably cylindrical boot. The
footwear is in other words bag-shaped with a strong bot-
tom and thinner, preferably parallel walls. Further the
footwear is provided with necessary means for being tied
up and fastened to the foot, eventually outside other
footwear.

Footwear of the abovementioned type has in practice
proved to be very useful, and it is the object of the
invention to provide especially serviceable means for tying
up and fastening the footwear when it is being used as well
as special shaping of the various parts of the footwear
so that it will serve many purposes.

According to the embodiments shown in the above-
mentioned patent, such footwear was made with a number
of straps that cooperated with Jaces or tightening means.
Such an arrangement is however complicated, the tighten-
ing takes too much time. and is difficult in bad weather
conditions. The present invention suggests tightening
means that are more simple and secure. Thus it is sug-
gested that the edge part of the sole in the middle on
both sides is provided with an upwards extending ear,
which ear is provided with a suitable opening, preferably
a hole with an eyelet. To fasten the footwear to the foot,
it is only necessary to hook an elastic strap, provided
with catches at both ends, into the holes of said ears.

Further the footwear according to the invention may be
provided in the middle of both sides with a vertically ex-
tending strip or the like with a row of holes. These strips
may be used for lacing up the footwear with the aid of
a string or a strap for further fastening of the footwear.

According to a modification the abovementioned side-
ears can be left out and the strips can be brought down
to the upper edge of the sole. The holes in the side-strips
can then be used for fastening the abovementioned strap
across the instep as well as lacing up the footwear.

The sole of the footwear according to the invention can
with advantage be turned up somewhat at both ends, which
facilitates the fitting and the fastening, and thereby makes
the footwear more comfortable to use. In a plane view
the sole can be elongated, rectangular with rounded cor-
ners, oval or preferably slightly like the figure eight.

For a better understanding of the invention reference
is had to the embodiment shown in the drawing.

FIG. 1 is a side elevation showing schematically the
footwear according to the invention.

FIG. 2 shows the footwear seen from one end.

FIG. 3 shows it in perspective view turned upside down.

FIG. 4 is a side view showing the footwear according to
FIGS. 1-3 in fastened position.

FIG. 5 is a side view showing the footwear in a some-
what modified fastened position.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing one of the many
applications of the footwear according to the invention
turned into a bag.

The footwear is preferably made of a watertight mate-
rial like rubber or plastic, and consists of a mainly cylin-
drical boot 1 which at the bottom is glued or welded to
a bottom or a sole 2, the side edges 2’ of which extend
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upwards and run into the cylindrical part 1. Both ends

2

of the sole are preferably somewhat turned up as indicated
by 2",

On both sides of the footwear there is an ear 7 provided
with a hole and an eyelet.. Further the cylindrical boot 1-
is provided on both sides with a strip 5 of an -elastic
material, for instance of the same type as the material
of the boot 1 to which it is welded. The strip 5 is pro-
vided with holes 6 as seen in the drawing.

The top of boot 1 is provided with a preferably rein-
forced edge 3 with a row of holes 4 and eyelets.

As appears from FIG. 1 the upper edge 3 of the boot
is constructed with a somewhat lower extent in the middle
so that the ends are higher, which in many cases is an
advantage. It appears from FIG. 3 that the sole 2 is
slightly similar to a figure eight. -

When footwear of the type shown in FIGS. 1-3 shall
be fastened to the foot or on top of other footwear, a
strap 8, provided with suitable catch members as for
example spring hooks, is fastened in the holes of the
ears 7. The strap 8 may be adjustable and/or of an
elastic material, so that a good tightening is obtained
across the instep, whereby the footwear is well secured.
In this position the footwear can be worn loosely fitted
to the foot as shown in FIG. 5.

To get a tighter fitting a lace or string 9’ is threaded
through the holes 6 in the strip 5 as seen in FIG. 4.

Further tightening can be obtained by threading a string
through the holes 4 of the edge 3, to prevent for instance
snow from getting into the footwear.

As it will be seen, the footwear is quite symmetrical,
so that there is no difference between the heel and the toe
part, and it does not matter which way it is put on. It is
mainly meant to be worn on top of other footwear, and
is dimensioned accordingly. It can however advanta-
geously be worn with slippers or other soft shoes, with
thick socks, or filled with hay or other insulating material.
Because of the cylindrical shape of the boot the foot-
wear is easy to put on and take off. Thus it can easily be
removed if one should fall into the sea, if it is only fast-
ened by the strap 8. At the end of the strap 8 lugs may
be arranged instead of hooks, and these lugs may be fas-
tened in non-circular holes in the ears 7.

As explained in Norwegian Patent No, 92,735, issued
August 30, 1958, such footwear may be used for a variety
of other purposes. Thus it may be used as a bag, for
which purpose the straps 8 are very serviceable. These
may, as indicated by 8’ in FIG. 6, simply be hooked into
holes 4 at the upper edge 3 of the boot 1, whereby they
form suitable handles. If desired both ends of the. strap
may be fastened as indicated. :

A good ventilation effect is obtained in the footwear
according to the invention, due to the shape of the sole
imparting a certain pump effect by relative movement of
the sole.

A very good fit is obtained if the edge part 2’ of the
sole is rounded as indicated in FIG. 2. Thereby a good
fit is obtained around a shoe of various sizes because of
the elastic effect and the pressure around this shoe.

According to a feature of the invention a greater or
smaller part of the boot 1 can be double-walled and
airtight. This part is then provided with a piece of tube
with blocking means. Such an arrangement is indicated
in FIG. 1, where the double part 10 extends from the
upper edge 3 and down to a transversal seam 9 to secure
the part to the boot 1. The double part 10 is provided
with a rubber tube 11 which by simple means known per
se can be closed as by a hose clip, plug or suitable valve
members. This part 10 can be inflated to a suitable degree
through a tube 11 to give good tightening contact around
the ankle or leg. At the same time the air-filled part will

. give the footwear additional insulating power as well as
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a buoyancy whlch eliminates the weight of ‘the boot if
one should fall in the water, or-even gives-a positive
buoyancy. The part 10 can if desired be divided into
two or more sections..

If desired. the height of the boot can be so blg that ’

the footwear can be used as waders.
I claim:
1. An article of footwear compnsmg a structure includ-

ing top-and side portions and a sole with side edges secured -

to the top and side portions, the side ‘portion extending
cylindrically up-from the side’ edges of the sole so that

any cross section of the side portion- is symmetrical from.

bottom to top thereof, a pair of ears secured to the side
edges one on each side of the footwear, an elastic strap
secured to the ears to extend over the top of the footwear

"' the means includes a sirip secured on each side of the,

10

15~

to maintain the latter on a foot of the wearer, and means. .
secured to the side portions to maintain the footwear on
the foot of the wearer for a tight fit of’ ‘the footwear with

the side portion in contact: w1th the- foot -and leg of the

wearer.
2. An article of footwear according to claim 1, in which

is provided with a hook to contact into its eyelet in the
ear. :
3. An article of footwear accordmg to.claim 1, in which

side portion having eyelets therein to receive a lace passing

over from-one strip to-the. other over the outside’ of the
. footwear.:
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