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track I arrange under track E a rest, d, which 
is a leg hinged to the under side of the track, 
and held up by a hook when not used. (See 
Fig. 1 at E.) By this hinge it is always in its 
propel place, ready for use. 
This railroad may be built of any length, 

usually from four hundred feet to six hundred 
feet being enough. The engine is so constructed 
as to be used for hoisting in cominection with 

Io the derrick, which has, when in use, a large ex 
cavating-scoop or iron bucket for hoisting dirt, 
gravel, &c., from the trench or cut, and which 
is then swung around to the rear, and then 
either dumped on a car, or the engine is con 

I5 nected to its wheels and the car run back and 
the scoop dumped into that part of the trench 
where the brick-work is completed, if in the 
case of a sewer. This saves greatly in time and 
labor of men working with shovels filling a car 

2O with the dirt, &c., excavated, and also prevents 
blocking the road or street with the stuff ex 
cavated, as usually only one side of the street 
will be occupied by the track, &c., when my 
device is used. t 
The plank road upon which the railroad 

runs requires to be built about one hundred 
feet ahead, so that when one part of the exca 
vation has been finished, an anchorissetalhead, 
with a rope connected to the drum?, and the 
engine draws the car and railroad E thereby 
up to the point desired. This is accomplished 
in a very short space of time-usually done 
while the men are at dinner. The plank road 
passed over is then taken up and laid down 

35 ahead. 

25 

The railroad-track will be in lengths of fifty 
feet, and these lengths fastened together or 
taken apart, as desired, those behind hauled 
up to those in front, and all jointed together. 
This labor-saving device has been in opera 
tion in Buffalo, N.Y., three months in dig 
ging a sewer-cut eighteen feet six inches deep, 
and has been found to be of great utility, as 
well as working admirably. When work is 
done at one place, the car can be mounted on 
road-wheels and drawn away, and the railroad 
sections and the plank road all carted off until 
needed in another spot. 

I do not claim the working-car or its appli 
ances of themselves. 

I claim 
The combination of a working-car, A, (Conn 

prising usually an engine and derrick,) with a 
portable railroad-track, E, the working car or 
cal's running on said road, the latter moving 55 
forward or back with the car, when desired, by 
lmeans of rollers c c, running in suitable jour 
nals, b, and on a removable plank or other road, 
F G, all arranged and operating substantially 
in the manner and for the purpose specified. 

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature, in 
presence of two witnesses, this 1st day of Felb 
ruary, 1SS3. 
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THOMAS DARK. 

Witnesses: 
J. R. DRAKE, 
GEORGE DAIRK. 


