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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK K. PLUM-
BLY, a citizen of the United States of Ameriea,
and a resident of the city, county, and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Street Guides or
Signs, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part thereof.

My invention relates to guides or signs for
streets or highways; and it consists in cer-

. tain improvements, novel details of construc-
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tion, and combination of parts,as will be here-
inafter more fully set forth,

The objects of my invention are to simplify
the construction of guides or signs of this
description, to lessen the cost of manufacture
thereof, and to construet a guide or sign
which may be readily applicable to posts at
presentinuse and which may be conveniently
employed in connection with electric-light,
gas, or oil lamp posts. :

I will now proceed to describe-a street guide
or sign embodying my invention and will then
point out the novel features in claims.

In the drawings; Figure 1 is a perspective .

view of a street guide or sign embodying my
invention. Fig. 2 is a view of same with cer-
tain parts in central vertical section and
other parts in elevation. Figs. 3 and 4 are
detail views in perspective of certain coup-
ling-pieces employed. Fig. 5 is a side eleva-
tion of a street guide or sign embodying my
invention applied  to an ordinary gas-lamp
post.

Asacentral support I providea stem, desig-
nated in the drawings by the reference char-
acter 1 and which in the present embodi-
ment of my invention consists of a tube 61
pipe. Upon opposite sides of this tubular
stem or support are two sets of sign-plates 2
and 3. The sign-plates of each set are ar-
ranged back to back and are secured together
at their outer ends, as by rivets 4. The sign-
plates are preferably of metal and may eon-
veniently be of enameled iron; but the ma-
terial of which they are composed is no part

of this invention, and they may be composed

of any desirable material. A coupling-piece
5 surrounds the said stem and engages the
lower edges of the plates comprisin g the lower
set 3. Another similar coupling-piece 6 also

surrounds the stem and engages the upper
edges of the plates comprising the upper set;
2. A detail view of one of these coupling-
plates is shown in Fig. 4, and, as shown in
such figure, there is an orifice 7, through

55

which the stem 1 is adapted to pass, and there -

are shouldered portions 8, by which a small
portion of the sides of the sign-plates, as well
as the edges thereof, are embraced. These
shouldered portions hold the sign - plates
against the central stem or support and tend
to prevent accidental displacement thereof.
A double coupling-piece 9 is provided, which
coupling - piece also surrounds the central
stem and engages with the upper edges of the
lower set of sign-plates 3 and with the lower
edges of the upper set of sign-plates 2. This
double coupling-piece is shown in detail in
Fig. 3 and, as shown therein, has a central
orifice 10, similar to the orifice 7 of the coup-
ling - pieces 5 and 6, npwardly - projecting
shouldered portions 11, and downwardly-pro-
Jecting shouldered portions 12, arranged
transversely of the upwardly- projecting
shouldered portions 11.” These  shouldered
portions embrace the sides of the sign-plates
in proximity to the edges in the same man-
ner as do the shouldered portions of the coup-
ling-pieces 5 and 6, already referred to. The
coupling-piece 9 tends not only to hold the
sign-plates against the central stem or sup-
port, but, further, maintains the twa sets of
sign-plates in their predetermined relative
positions with respect to each other. I pro-
vide the lower end of the tubular stem or sup-
port with a stationary abutment, which abut-
ment may conveniently be asocket13. This
socket may be serewed or otherwise secured
to the stem or support and will preferably
project downwardly below same. I screw-
thread the upper end of the central stem or
support and provide the same with a .lock-

nut 14.

The parts may be assembled by first slip-
ping the lower coupling-piece 5 onto the stem
until it rests against the upper edge of the
socket 13, by then placing the lower set 3 of
sign-plates in position upon the stem 1 so that
the lower edges thereof are engaged by the
shouldered portions of the coupling-piece 5,
by then slipping the double socket 9 onto the
stem until it engages with the upper edges of
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the lower set of sign-plates 3, by then plae-
ing the upper set 2 of sign-plates in position
upon the stem so that the edges thereof will
engage with the shouldered portions 11 of the
double coupling-piece 9, by then slipping the
upper coupling-piece 6 upon the stem until
its shouldered portions 8 engage with the up-
per edges of the said upper set of sign-plates,
and, lastly, by adjusting the nut 14 into place
and by screwing 1t down until it firmly draws
all the parts between it and the socket 13 to-
gether. The combination of elements thus
described comprise in themselves a complete
and marketable device. Thedevice may now
be mounted upon the top of a post specially
provided for the purpose, and an ornamental
knob or head, as 15, may be secured to a pro-
truding end of the central tubular stem or
support 1. If it is desired to attach the de-
viee to a gas-lamp post such as is commonly

- employed, the lamp or head thereof may be
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removed, as by unscrewing same from the
post, and the device may be secured to the
postinits place. Thelamp or head may then
be mounted upon the top of the device by
serewing same onto the protruding end of the
stem 1, and the lamp-post may be used as be-
fore, except that it will also be used as a
street and direction indicator. The central
stem or support 1 being hollow will form a
gas connection between the gas-pipe of the
post and the lamp orhead. IThaveshown the
device as soapplied in Fig. 5 of the drawings.
In a similar way the device may be applied
to an electric-light post, and in such ease the
electric wires will be permitted to pass up
through the central stem or support.

I have shown and described a socket as pro-
vided upon the lower end of the central tu-
bular stem or support, such socket forming a
stationary abutment against which the lower
coupling - piece 5 rests. It is obvious, of
course, that the coupling-piece may be se-
cured against longitudinal movement upon
the posts in other ways, if desired, as by rig-
idly securing it to the post by screw-threading
it itself upon the post or otherwise. The
socket has been shown as a convenient means
for securing the device to a post provided for
the purpose or for attaching it to lamp-posts
already in use, as described.

It is obvious, of course, that modifications
of the embodiment of my invention herein
shown may be resorted to within the scope of
my invention; and hence I do not desire to
be limited to the precise details of construe-
tion. ‘

‘What I claim is—

1. Inastreet guide orsign, the combination
with a central stem or support, of two sign-
plates arranged back to back and upon oppo-
site sides of the said stem, the said plates se-
cured together at their ends, conpling-pieces
upon the stem in proximity with the plates at
their opposite edges, one of said coupling-
pieces secured against longitudinal move-
ment upon said stem, and the other loosely

mounted thereon, and a nut threaded upon
said stem, and adapted to draw the said coup-
ling-pieces and the plates between them to-
gether.

2. Inastreet guide or sign, the combination
with a hollow central stem or support, of two
sign-plates arranged back to back and upon
opposite sidesof the said stem, the said plates
secured together at their ends,coupling-pieces
upon the stem in proximity with the plates at
their opposite edges, one of said coupling-
pieces secured against longitndinal move-
ment upon said stem, and the other loosely
mounted thereon, and a nut threaded upon
said stem, and adapted to draw the said coup-
ling-pieces and the plates between them to-
gether.

3. Inastreet guideorsign, the combination
with a central stem or support, of two sign-
plates arranged back to back and upon oppo-
site sides of the said stem, the said plates se-
cured together at their ends, of shouldered
coupling-pieces, as shown, upon the stem in
proximity with the plates at their opposite
edges, one of said coupling-pieces secured
against longitudinal movement upon said
stem, and the other loosely mounted thereon,
together with a nut threaded upon said stem,
and adapted to draw the said coupling-pieces
and the plates between them together.

4. Inastreetguide or sign, the combination
with a central stem or support, of two sets of
sign-plates, each set comprising two plates
arranged back to back, and upon opposite
sides of said stem, the two plates of each set
secured together at their outer ends, and the
two sets arranged transversely of each other;
a coupling-piece arranged upon the stem and
between the two said sets of plates, coupling-
pieces upon the said stem in proximity with
the plates at their opposite edges, and a nut
threaded upon said stem, and adapted to
draw the said coupling-pieces and the plates
between them together. :

5. Inastreetguide orsign, the combination
with a hollow central stem or support, of two
sets of sign-plates, each set comprising two
plates arranged back to back, and upon op-
posite sides of said stem, the two plates of
each set secured together at their outer ends,
and the two sets arranged transversely of
each other; a coupling-piece arranged upon
the stem, and between the two said sets of
plates, coupling-pieces upon the said stem in
proximity with the plates at their opposite
edges, and a nut threaded upon said stem,
and adapted to draw the said coupling-pieces
and the plates between them together.

6. Inastreet guide orsign, the combination
of a central tube 1, a socket 13, a coupling-
piece 5, two sign-plates 3, arranged back to
back upon opposite sides of the stem and en-
gaging the said coupling-piece, said plates
secured together at their outer ends, an in-
termediate coupling-piece 9, two other sign-
plates 2, alsoarranged back to back, and upon
opposite sides of the stem and secured to-
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gether at their outer ends, said last two sign-
DPlates arranged transversely of the firs two

sign-plates, the said: intermediate coupling-

‘piece 9 engaging all four of said sign-plates, a

coupling-piece 6 engaging the opposite edges
of said last-named sign-plates; and a nut 14
screw-threaded upon said tu be, substantially
as set forth.

7. As an article of

manufacture, a street
guide or gign having

a central tube 1, a coup-

ling - piece 5 secured against longitudinal
movement, two sign-plates 3, arranged back
to back upon opposite sides of the stem and
engaging the said coupling-piece, said plates
secured together at their outer ends, an in-

termediate coupling-piece 9, two other sign-
plates 2, also arranged back to back, and upon
opposite ‘sides of the stem and secured to-
gother at their outer ends, said last two sign-
plates arranged transversely of the first two
sign-plates, the said intermediate coupling-

piece 9 engaging all four of said sign-plates, a .

coupling-piece 6 engaging the opposite edges
of said last-named sign-plates, and a nut 14
screw-threaded upon said tube, substantially
as set forth.
FREDERICK K. PLUMBLY.,
Witnesses:
D. HowarD Haywoonp,
M. M. ConOoVER.
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